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World leaders send more 
goodwish cables to King 

MAYO CLINIC (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
on Sunday received Saudi Ambassador at Washington 
Prince Bandar Ben Sultan, who delivered greetings 
from Saudi King Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz. In addition. 
King Hussein also received cables of good wishes and 
speedy recovery from Tunisian President Zine A1 
Abidine Ben Ali, Lebanese President Elias Hrawi, 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, the Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin, Senegalese President Abdo Diouf and 
Chilean President Eduardo Fieni. 
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Iraqi mines have killed, 
maimed over 4,000 

KUWAIT (AP) — Mines laid on the land and in the sea 
by Iraqi troops after their invasion eight years ago have 
claimed more than 1,700 lives, according to a govern- 
ment study published Sunday. A1 Anba said the study 
also indicated that 2300 civilians have been maimed, 
most of them children. The figures were announced on 
die eighth anniversary of Iraq’s Aug. 2, 1990, invasion 
of Kuwait A U.S. led coalition ended Iraq's occupation 
seven months later. The newspaper said that the figures 
did not include 84 mine-clearing experts killed on the 
job or 200 who were injured Since Kuwait's liberation 
in February 1991, teams from the United States, 
Britain, France, Egypt, Bangladesh, Pakistan and 
Tbrfcey have removed around 1 .64 million mines out of 
an estimated 2 minion that were left by the Iraqis. 
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House panel challenges government’s 
explanation on Amman’s water crisis 

Deputy: Human error explanation makes no sense 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan limes 

AMMAN — A parliamentary 
committee investigating recent 
water pollution in Amman has 
challenged the government's 

- exp lanation rhat “human and 
/ operational errors” at the main 

Zai Water Treatment Plant 
feeding the capital caused the 
raisin 

The Lower House’s Agricul- 
" tore and Witter Committee, in 
a report to be formally pub- 
lished on Tuesday, blamed toe 

- foul-smelling awl murky tap 
. water supplies on extra quann- 
- . ties of algre fo und in water 

coming from two mam 
sources of supply — Lake 
Tiberias and the Yatmouk 
Rivet 

v‘. A draft copy of the commit- 
tee’s report, carried by the Ara- 
bic daOy A! Dustour on Sun- 
day, ala) called for the dis- 

- mi ssal and trial of Water Min- 
ister Muniher Haddadm and 
Jordan Water Authority Secre- 
taty-Ceneral Muniher Khtetfat 
for todrrole in “causing the 

-problem.’’ 

Deputy Kalameh Hiari, head 
of the committee, said on Sun- 
day his commission had not 
. ^ yet “finalised its report” on Sis , 
water crisis that has scared 
many eftfeefts since July 5 

- when many, especially in 


Western Amman, complained 
of discoloured water supplies 
wifo a strange smell and taste. 

He insisted that “the infor- 
mation provided in A1 Dus- 
tour’s article were accurate as 
they were based on studies of 
water samples conducted” by 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) on July 16 (See fid 
translation of the commit* 
tee’s draft report on page 7). 

But be said he could not con- 
firm whether fixe mm mitt**** 
would press for legal action 
a gainst Dr. Haddadm and Ml 
K hleifat for their water poli- 
cies. 

"The (government’s) expla- 
nation that the water problem 
resulted from human error 
does not make any sense,” he 
told the Jordan Times. “If this 
was the case, then the water 
problem could have been recti- 
fied in a day or two.” 

The Water Ministry said last 
week it had detected the cause 
of the discoloured and foul- 
smelling water and brought the 
situation under cootroL 

But it steered dear of speci- 
fying fix: source of the prob- 
lem — initially b lame d on 
algae found in water supplies 
that soared to higher than usual 
Jevt&because of hoc weather 
conditions. 

The government also denied 

that riip. water was c ontaminat- 


ed. 

However; increasing diar- 
rhoea and nausea-related cases 
were admitted to several hos- 
pitals then . 

According to A1 DustouL the 
Lower House committee con- 
cluded that the Zai V&ter 
Treatment P lant faifad to deal 
with “the Hi g h organic sub- 
stances” caused by algae pre- 
sent in water supplies c oming 
f r o m T Tiberias and the 
Yannouk. Riven 
“Without any doubt, it is 
obvious to the committee that 

thft plant could nnr handle snp- 
plies of organic substances in 
addition to extra water sup- 
plies coming into die station 
after the pumps were formally 
inaugurated this yea l” the 
daily quoted the committee’s 
draft repert as saying. 

Water ministry officials and 
Wodd Health Organisation 
expats called in to check 
water supply procedures, were 
not available for comment on 
the cammhtee’s findings 
Dr. Haddadm said last week 
that officers mannin g the Zai 
plant shouki have reduced the 
volume of water p assing 
through the filters and should 
have increased the amount of 
caiboa used to beat waterJ'as 
so oo as they noticed the smell 
and colour of ibe water.” 

“But for mere than 24 hours. 



Lower House Deputy Bassam Haddadm discusses with 
Water Minister Munther Haddadm at Parliament on Sun- 
day the water crisis issue. Bassam is an opposition deputy 
in Parliament (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


they did not implement any of 
these measures,” be acknowl- 
edged. 

Dl Haddadm, who mainly 
negotiated articles of fire 1994 
Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty 
under wfaicfa Jordah regained a 
larger share of water supplies 
from its neighbour, said the 


ministry would take legal 
action against “negligent par- 
ties.” 

Owners of several supermar- 
kets and groceries saki on Sun- 
day that many residents were 
scrambling to buy scarce sup- 
plies of bottled spring water 
despite government assur- 


ances ova the safety of 
domestic water supplies. 

Agents selling domestic 
water filtering systems have 

also reported brisk sales in the 
past three weeks. 

Roey Gilad. spokesman for 
the Israeli embassy in Amman, 
rejected popular claims that 
Brad was supplying Jordan 
with polluted water from Lake 
Tiberias. 

These concerns were fed by 
fifarms from several deputies 
that the 1994 peace treaty did 
not say whether water coming 
from f^ke Tiberias should or 
can be used for drinking. 

“Israel is supplying Jordan 
with drinking water from the 
same source it is using to sup- 
ply Israeli citizens.” Ml Gilad 
told the Jordan Times. “What- 
ever happens to water once it 
crosses the bostia is an inter- 
nal Jordanian matter.” 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
Water Authority announced 
late on Saturday that it would 
implement a new water pump- 
ing schedule for domestic use 
in Amman, cutting direct sup- 
plies to once a week from 
twice every seven days. 

It blamed the move on the 
inability of the Zai plant to deal 
with routine water demand 
until all its filters were cleaned 


Anani leaves for Tehran 
with King’s invitation to 
Khatami to visit Jordan 


By Tkreq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Deputy Prime 
Minister Jawad Anani said 
Sunday that he will visit 
Irani next week to deliver a 
message from His Majesty 
King Hussein to Iranian 
President. Mohammad 
Khatami. 

Dl i^narn, who is also the 
foreign minister, said that 
he wxD meet with his coun- 
terpart Kamal Kharrazi and 
hold talks on the political 
and economic cooperation 
between the two states. 

During the several-day 
visit which will start on Sat- 
urday, an invitation will be 
extended to Mr. Khatami to 
visit fiie Kingdom, Dr. 
Anani said. 

The minister told the Jor- 
dan Times that among the 
issues expected to be raised 
with Iranian officials are 
Iranian- Arab relations, the 
elimination of weapons of 
mass destruction in the 
Middle East and the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

“After a break of several 
years, we believe that with 
the new political leadership 
in Iran file time is ripe to 
develop and enhance bilat- 
eral ties on all levels,” Dl 
A nani said. 

The mini ster said that the 
two sides will discuss the 
establishment of a joint 
venture to produce phos- 
phate fertiliser in Jordan 


be 


which will mostly 
exported to Iran. 

“We will also discuss how 
to increase trade volume 
between the two nations. 
We shall explore the indus- 
trial fields where we can 
launch joint ventures,” Dr. 
Anani said. 

The Kingdom’s diplomat- 
ic ties with Iran resumed in 
the early nineties after 
Amman and Tehran severed 
ties during the eight-year- 
old Iraij-Iran war. 

However, in 199S Jordan 
expelled fire first secretary 
in thd Iranian embassy, 
SaeedJBatini, charging the 
official of “performing acts 
that contradicted with his 
diplomjatic status.” 

Several Iranian officials 
have visited the Kingdom in 
the past four years and dis- 
cussed; ways of improving 
ties with the Kingdom. 

The presidential elections 
in Iran last year, which 
brought about the moderate 
leadership of Mr. Khatami, 
was a major factor that 
enhanced Tehran’s ties not 
only with Jordan but also 
with most of the Arab 
s tates . 

Last November, His i 
Royal Highness Crown J 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
visited Iran to attend the ; 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference meetings dur- 
ing which he met with Mr. 
Khatami and other senior 
officials. 
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Egypt: Recent peace talks 'waste of time’ 


ALEXANDRIA (AP) — For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa oo 
Sunday accused Israel of 
impeding Middle East peace 
negotiations and described the 
recent talks between Israels and 
Palestinians as a “waste of 
time.” Egypt, the first Arab 
country to sign a peace treaty 
with Israel, has been a broker in 
Arab-Israeli peace efforts. 

Negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians broke down 
in Modi 1997 after Israel 
began construction of a new 
Jewish neighbourhood in Arab 
east Jerusalem. The Palestinians 
want theArab sector, winch was 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 


Middle East war, as the capital 
of their would-be state. 

The two sides have been bold- 
ing talks foe tbs past two weeks 
on a U.S. proposal to get the 
peace process back on track, but 
there have been no signs of a 
breakthrough- 

“What is going on now is 
merely a matter of procrastina- 
tion, delay and waste of time 
without any signs of real 
progress,” Ml Musa told 
reporters after presenting a 
repot od file situation to Presi- 
dent Hosui Mubarak. 

The two sides have been dis- 
cussing a coropromire proposed 
by the United States that oafo 


fix Israel to withdraw from 13 
pa cent of the West Bank terri- 
tory it coonols. 

The Palestinian National 
Autixsity has accepted the U-S. 
mitiative, but Israel says it jeop- 
ardises iB security. 

Mr. Musa told repeaters Sun- 
day there has been no progress 
in yfting Israeli approval of the 
American initiative. 

‘The international communi- 
ty should not stand as a specta- 
tor to the peace initiative as it 
collapses,” Ml Musa said. 

He added; “The situation has 
entered a vicious aide without 
any hope of progress now or. 
according to logic, in the 


fumre_.The dements and 
potentials of such progress are 
not dear under the current 
Israeli policy.” After meeting 
with chief Palestinian negotiator 
Sad> Erekai in Cairo on Satur- 
day, Ml Musa said Israel was 
Dot taking the talks seriously. 

“It is obvious that they (the 
Israelis] are wasting time and 
the_result [of recem negotia- 
tions] is in actuality zero,” be 
said. 

He said the Palestinians 
believe the Israelis “were not 
speaking with any seriousness 
and (fid not put forth any new 
s ugg estions.” 


Shukri urges government to 
. ‘ reconsider sale of 40% of JTC 
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By Abated Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

• AMMAN The process of 
seJBi® off 40 pa ceot of the Jor- 
dan Telecommunication Con> 
play’s iTIC) equity to a strategic 
. . partna win have to be revisited, 
- Gacooidng to Ali Shukri, chair- 
maacf fiie comp an y's board of 
drennrs 

the government pushes 
----- ahead with the JTC sale, then 
- th^ will have to escplain tbem- 
sdws,” Ml Stetkri told joumal- 
' ists at a press carference yester- 
day 

“Our job is to give the reality 
to whoever is negotiating with 
toe strategic pattuec” he added, 
stressing that the statement be 
made Saturday go toe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, did not 
meantoat the option of astiate- 
.. gcpaitna should be dnninate& 

. hfe Sbukti said that he pre- 
ferred that local inrotore get pti- 
cxity to ihe purchase of JTCs 
'Cqiy. 

V&fhe cormng few days, the 
JTCwill sttondl its recommea- 


added. . 


■ reqocaing aoonymity. toe Com- 
nmtee wffl convene before toe 
-catktf-Ae weefcTo study JTCs 
rooqtmepdatkos as well as 


otoer issues rdated to privatisa- 
tion. 

C^snetruinisBeis contacted by 
the Jordan Times said that they 
coaid not comment yesterday. 

During the press conference. 
Ml Shukri proposed that JTCs 

equity be put up for public sub- 
scription and later for sale on the 
Amman financial Madst 
(AFM). 

One broker at tire AFM told 
the Jordan Times that he had 
doubts about die prospect of sell- 
ing JTC shares in file matter. 

‘Ths general mood hee at the 
AFM does not support tins after 
riv balance sheets of blue chip 
- firms woe made public,” be 

did 

He added that since the JTC 
shares ate considered blue drip 
stocks, investors are not likely to 
rush and buy item at first offer 
but would rather wait fix’ their 
float on toe AFM to buy them at 
cheaparates. A banking execu- 
tive. who echoed the same view, 
addpyj that any delay in toe pri- 
vatisation process and toe double 
talk about the fate ctf the JTC has 
ousted contradictions that do not 
encourage invcsnnenL 

‘What we now actually need 
is a move to restore nwesuneia 
c reri i bO tty.” toe banker said. 

Asked if abandoning toe idea 
of toe strategic partner would 
negati vely affect investment di- 


mate in toe courtfry. Ml Shukri 
said that it is up to owners to 
deride pices and not buyos. 

Among toe reasons for Ml 
S aikri’s preference to sell the 
JTC to local investors rather than 
a strategic partner are toe prices 
offered by the two bidders, 
threats to security and toe condi- 
tions for pushing toe sale 
through. 

According to news reports, toe 
UJC Price Waterhouse consul- 
tants haw evaluated JTCTs assets 
at$12btIIkHL And according to 
sources in toe industry, toe 
British giant Cable and Wireless 
offered $320 mini on for toe 40 
paceatstakeintoeJTC, and toe 
Amwriran Snnthem Bell, offered 
half that amount 

Ml Shukri hinted that JTC 
was worth more titan that and 
said that tile JTC bad made its 
own price study, which it wifl 
make public at a lata date. 

Ml Sh»kri also has reserva- 
tions about ti» conditions, under 
which a strategic partner would 
come in. He srid that even 
though the strategic partner will 
only buy 40 pa cent cf JTC ooe 
of the conditions for the sale is 
fbtn out cf seven seats cm toe 
company's Executive Cou n c i l 
would go to toe new psrtnec 

Asked how the sale would 
tormten security. Ml Shnkn said 
that anoe toe Public Security 


Department and Armed Races 
networks are linked to JTCs net- 
weak, a foreign partner would 
have access to these networks 
and that unlinking these net- 
works would drain the govern- 
ments trcasury. 

Meanwbfle, Hashem 1 and Z 
two satellite data- comniunic a- 
tions stations run by His 
Majesty's Royal Commimica- 
tiens will continue to operate and 
wffl offer services to the JTC md 
tie private sector, according to 
MnSfaukri- 

Tbese two stations, however, 
will not be licensed as a separate 
tri<vwmnt!rnieatte fi provider; he 
added. The two stations that 
were recently upgraded, acccari- 
ing to industry sources, can cany 
up to 34 megabytes of triecoffl- 
munkariems traffic. This amount 
of bandwidth allows around 
2£00 concurrent phone calls cr 
8,000 Internet surfers to browse 
txanfatably. 

Meanwhile, according to Mr. 
Shukri, die JTC estimates that it 
will achieve profits of around 
JD189 miffion by toe end of this 
year after it starts offering its 
eight new value a dried services, 
raiescfwhktowiflbemadepub- 
fic by toe end of toe yean The 
JTC expects » increase its sub- 
scriber base to 600,000 by die 
end of tins year and (toe million 
by the year 2000. 


ARAB BANK PLC 

GIVEN NEW RATING 


Senior Debt : 
Short-Term : 
Issuer 


Thomson BankWatch is 
pleased to announce the 
assignment of new ratings 
for Arab Bank PLC. The 
rating exercise for Arab 
Bank was indeed unique as 
the legal structure of the 
bank is unlike anything 
previously seen, even when 
compared to developed 
markets. While typically it 
is unusual to split a raring as 
such, the very nature of the 
legal structure of Arab Bank 
necessitates such an action. 

Arab Bank PLC can lay 
claim to one of the longest 
and decidedly the most 
distinguished histories of 
any bank in the Middle East 
region. The bank’s origin 
pre-dates World War II and 
has continued on during 
periods of regional turmoil 
and strife that would have 
severely tested and 
destroyed the resolve of 
many institutions not just 
regionally but globally, if 
similar circumstances were 
applied. During all of these 
periods, the bank has not 
just weathered each crisis, 
but in every case benefited 
and emerged even stronger. 

Arab Bank can be 
described in at least two 
ways. The first way, the 
bank is clearly a survivor. 
The second way is that the 
bank’s own name can be a 
misnomer, especially from 
risk profile perspective. 
While the bank is 
headquartered in Amman 
Jordan, the overall country 


risk profile resembles some 
of the best banks domiciled 
in both Western Europe and 
the United States. The bank 
brings with it, a long 
histoiy and a philosophy 
that its customers are 
indeed “first and most 
important”. It is this 
philosophy that has created 
the bank that exists today 
and that can lay claim to be 
a peer bank when compared 
to some of the best banks in 
the world. This philosophy 
has also moved Arab Bank 
into being one of the only 
true “flight to quality” 
banks in the Middle East 

Arab Bank is diversified 
over a broad geography 
where operations 

comprising more than 80% 
of consolidated activities 
are conducted outside of 
Jordan. 

The unique capital 

structure enables the bank 
ratings to be considered 
independent of any 
sovereign rating for the 
country in which the Arab 
Bank is headquartered. 

Further there are sufficient 
legal precedents and 
opinions which indicate 

that any potential 
extraterritorial seizure of 
Arab Bank external assets 
by local regulatory 
authorities is highly 

unlikely and not valid unda 
most if not ail legal 
jurisdictions. Accordingly, 
as the vast majority of Tier 
1 capital, mid assets are 


assigned AA- 
assigned TB W-l 
assigned B 

outside of Jordan thereby 
greatly diminishing the 
element of transfer risk and 
as a hard currency ("US 
Dollar) is the functional 
currency for Arab Bank, 
Thomson BankWatch 
employs the global ratings 
scale for the Arab Bank rating. 

Asset quality is extremely 
solid given the history of 
expertise cultivated and 
applied to lending. 
Additionally, a conservative 
level of loan loss reserves is 
maintained to fully cover 
non-performing loans. The 
tenor of the loan portfolio is 
quite short with 80% 
scheduled to mature within 
one year as of YR97. Total 
loans for Arab Bank 
typically represent less than 
50% of assets. 

The stability of earnings 
is enhanced by the 
conservative asset/liability 
management as well as the 
lending strategy and 
geographic diversification. 
Also supporting the sound 
financial position is a 
healthy capital base with the 
BIS Tier I ratio exceeding 
12% and shareholders’ 
equity to assets of nearly 
9%. 

Arab Bank is well 
established and dynamic, as 
demonstrated in its sound 
performance and impressive 
perseverance. Management 
has planned for any potential 
disruption in the Arab 
Region by building capital in 
its branches in some of the 


world’s major financial 
centers. Even in the unlikely 
event of a regional difficulty 
affecting more than Jordan, 
Arab Bank has more than 
sufficient asset liquidity to 
repay all foreign currency 
obligations. As Arab Bank 
has several sizable 
subsidiaries, affiliates , and 
an extensive network of 
international branches, the 
bulk of consolidated equity is 
housed outside of Jordan. 
Management has 

coordinated the broad 
geography of banking 
operations through the hubs 
in Amman, London and 
Geneva. 

The underlying strategy 
has been a focus on serving 
Arab communities 

worldwide, particularly 
through trade finance both 
on and off of the balance 
sheet. Credit quality is 
solid, as are loan loss 
reserves and capital. 
Managenmeni prefers to 
maintain a high degree of 
liquidity mainly in 
conservative inter-bank 
placements and government, 
securities. Consequently, 
returns have been modestly 
lower than those of 
diversified international 
banks. Management's 
successful and well 
developed strategy 

provides the foundation for 
the continued sound 
expansion of operations. 
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Famine worsens as peace talks start in Sudan 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Peace 
talks between Sudan’s 
Islamic junta and rebels 
from the mainly black 
south get under way in 
Addis Ababa on Tuesday as 
aid agencies let the weakest 
famine victims die despite 
the biggest food air-lift in 
history. 

No one is expecting a 
breakthrough at the three- 
day conference in the 
Ethiopian capital, but 
observers say it could clari- 
fy positions and advance 
the process enough for an 
agreement to hold further 
talks. 

The civil war is Africa's 
longest, with the latest 
round lasting for 15 years, 
and the death toll since 
19S3 estimated at more 
than a million people. 

In Khartoum, Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Mustapha 
Osman Ismail urged the 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) to give its 
delegation a full mandate to 
negotiate. 

Sunday newspapers quot- 


ed Mr. Ismail as saying the 
government delegation he 
was leading to the talks had 
been mandated to “take 
final decisions” on issues of 
self-determination for 
southern Sudan, state-reli- 
gion relations, a ceasefire 
and relief work. 

Floods and famine are 
endemic in Sudan, but the 
war is displacing hundreds 
of thousands of people now 
and halting normal planting 
and harvesting. 

The famine is threatening 
more than 2.5 million peo- 
ple, mostly in the south, but 
much of the relief food is 
being diverted to the two 
armies, aid workers say. 

The soldiers on both sides 
are fit, AFP correspondents 
have observed, but skin- 
and-bone civilians stagger- 
ing into feeding centres say 
they are sacrificing the 
weakest members of their 
families as the strongest 
pick leaves and sour wild 
fruit along the way. 

Aid workers, with limited 
food to distribute, are giv- 


ing it to those with the best 
chances of surviving, AFP 
correspondents have 

observed. 

A three-month ceasefire 
in ill-defined southern areas 
hardest hit by famine in 
Africa's largest country was 
declared successively in 
mid-July by ihe SPLA, the 
government of President 
Omar A1 Bashir, and lead- 
ers of rebel splinter groups 
who defected to the govern- 
ment side and signed a 
peace pact with Khartoum 
in April last year. 

But fighting is continuing 
in many parts of the south, 
according to reports from 
Khartoum, and also in the 
north, where armed dissi- 
dents have allied with the 
SPLA. 

The SPLA appears confi- 
dent. despite its failure to 
capture the major southern 
towns of Wau and Juba, 
while Khartoum is having 
problems with young con- 
scripts who are reluctant to 
go to the fronL 

The United States, which 


has branded Sudan a “ter- 
rorist state,” supports the 
rebels — at least morally — 
and so do the neighbouring 
countries of Uganda. 
Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

The rebels also appear to 
have broad support from 
the largely animist and 
Christian southerners 
despite local clashes — 
often based on tribe — with 
free-lance warlords and for- 
mer rebel splinter groups. 

The rebel team is to be led 
by Salva Kiir. deputy to 
SPLA leader John Garang, 
which some in Khartoum 
have seen as a sign that the 
SPLA was serious about the 
talks. 

The Sudanese govern- 
ment delegation is com- 
posed of two teams: a nego- 
tiating team led by Mr. 
Ismail and a consultative 
team led by Assistant Presi- 
dent Riek Machar, who 
chairs the South Sudan 
Coordination Council. 

The Tuesday-! ©-Thursday 
talks will "start from where 
we left off in Nairobi/ 


where (be last round of 
peace talks was held May 
4-6. SPLA spokesman 
Pagan Amum told AFP. 

Those discussions ended 
inconclusively, with the 
government delegation 
declaring them a success 
and the SPLA branding 
them a failure. 

The two sides agreed then 
to hold a referendum on 
"unity or outright seces- 
sion" for the south. 

But they set no date for 
that poll, failed to agree on 
the area it would cover, and 
reached no accord on the 
separation of state and reli- 
gion. 

Since then, the govern- 
ment has instituted a new 
constitution, which it said 
was approved by 96.7 per 
cent of voters in a referen- 
dum, but the document is 
ambiguous both on religion 
and the right to form politi- 
cal parties. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New independent paper 
hits Tehran newsstands 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A new independent newspaper. Arya. 
hit the newsstands in the Iranian capital Sunday. Arya 
< meaning Aryan) wrote in its first editorial that it would "riot 
follow a particular political line." “We primarily want to be 
a paper to inform our readers and to reflect (he views of all 
political factions." its managing director. Mohammad Reza 
Zohdi, (old AFP. “But we leave it to our readers to judge." 
Iranian authorities hare issued dose to 1,000 permits" for 
publications, almost doubling the number from before mod- 
erate cleric President Mohammad Khatami was elected in 
May 1997. 


Iranian exiles blame Baghdad 
ambush on Tehran 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iranian agents tried to blast a vehicle 
with a rocket-propelled grenade outside the opposition 
Mujahideen Khaliq's headquarters in Baghdad on Saturday 
night, the exile group said on Sunday. The rocket missed by 
a few metres, guards at the headquarters fired back and the 
ambusher fled, the Mujahideen said. No one was hurt The 
statement said it was die 64th “terrorist and military operation 
by the Mullahs regime since 1993" against Mujahideen 
bases in Iraq. The group uses Iraq as a springboard for attacks 
inside Iran and has several camps, equipped with tanks, 
heavy guns and helicopter gunships. close to the borders with 
Iran. Mujahideen bases have been the target of air and rock- 
et attacks by Iran and their office in Baghdad, now ringed 
with concrete wall has weathered several mortar and bomb 
attacks. 


Romanian prime minister 
arrives in Israel 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Romanian Prime Minister Radu Vasilc 
arrived in Israel Sunday as pan of an official visit at the invi- 
tation of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamm Netanyahu, offi- 
cials said. During his four-day visit. Mr. Visile is scheduled to 
meet with Me Netanyahu. President Ezer Weizman. Israeli 
businessmen and representatives of the 450.000 Israelis of 
Romanian origin. He will also visit the Israel Aircrafts Indus- 
trie* and the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial museum in 
occupied Jerusalem. The two countries are also expected to 
sign agricultural and investment cooperation agreements. 
.Annual bilateral track amounts to S300 million, making 
Romania Israel's second largest trading partner in Eastern 
F*un>pc after Russia. Romania is the only former Cwnmunist 
bloc country that did not break off ties with Israel following 
tlv June 1967 .Arab- Israeli wan Bucharest also played a role 
in the birth of the Eg>ptian-Isracli peace process. Egypt and 
Israel signed a peace treaty in 1979. 


Clan elders broker peace deal 
between warring sides in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Abgal clan elders have 
reached an agreement to end 
renewed hostilities in 
Mogadishu and neighbour- 
ing Middle Shabelle region, 
which left four people dead 
on Saturday, a prominent 
elder told AFP here on Sun- 
day. 

"The killings were clan- 
motivated, but we have 
managed to stop it/* politi- 
cian and elder Dahir 
Mohammad “Dayah" said, 
explaining that the elders 
had agreed to stop witch- 
hunting. while investigations 
continued to find the killers. 

The latest killings had 
been triggered by earlier 
hostilities in neighbouring 
Jawhar between the heavily 
armed subclans of Agon-Yar 
and Da'ud gunmen, both 
Abgal and loyal to Somali 


strongman Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, which left at 
least three people dead. 

Before the Saturday 
killings, three other people 
were machine-gunned in 
Karan district of north 
Mogadishu on Friday, an 
Islamic court official said on 
Sunday. 

Attempts to find the killers 
in the divided Somali capital 
has interrupted movements 
of people and confined their 
activities to sub-clan level, a 
resident of north 
Mogadishu's Karan residen- 
tial district said. 

Bui Mr. Dayah pledged 
that the latest incidents 
would not trigger an all-out 
fighting in north Mogadishu. 

“Business centres closed 
in north Mogadishu on Sat- 
urday were reopened nor- 
mally on Sunday after the 


peace deal, said to have been 
negotiated by prominent 
clan elder Ali Ugas 
Abdul! e/’ Mr. Dayah said 

The move came only a day 
before Mogadishu's princi- 
pal warlords were to meet to 
approve the draft laws on 
joint administration of the 
war-tom Somali capital, pre- 
pared by a technical com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Ai Mahdi. Hussein 
Mohammad Aideed, Osman 
Hassan Ali “Atto" and 
Mohammad Qanyare Afrah 
were meeting at the Sahafi 
Hotel in south Mogadishu 
on Sunday to finalise a deal 
to reopen Mogadishu's main 
seaport and airport that have 
remained dosed since 1995 
due to disputes between 
waning clan factions. 


Israeli army chief of staff warns of Iranian threat 


TEL AVTV (.AFP) — Israeli 
Army Chief of Staff Major 
General Shaul Mufaz warned 
Sunday that Iran's attempts to 
develop nuclear weapons and 
long-range missile* would 
endanger Israel, an army 
spokesman said. 

“Iran is making efforts to 
achieve missile capabilities 
and develop rKXKxmventiooai 
weapons." Mr. Mufaz told 
officers at a civilian defence 
base in the centre of the coun- 
try. the spokesman said. 

'The combination of these 
two capabilities brings danger 
in the long-term." Mr. Mufaz 
added. *To oppose the second 
capability, we wiD need a spe- 
cial [defence! budget in the 
coming years." Iran tested a 
new missile late last month it 


said has a range of 1300 kilo- 
metres. which would bring 
most Middle East countries, 
including Israel. Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey, within il* reach. 

Israeli weapons experts esti- 
mated that the Iranian Sha- 
hab-3 missile will he fully 
operational within a year or 
less. 

The Israeli government said 
the test took place several 
months, before its own intelli- 
gence reports said it would 
and voiced alarm that Iran, 
which it has considered its 
main enemy since the 1979 
Islamic revolution, poses an 
increased security risk 

Iran's President Moham- 
mad Khatami on Saturday 
branded Israel as a major 
threat to the region because of 


its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

“Israel has turned into one 
of the most dangerous arse- 
nals for atomic, chemical and 
biological weapons, constant- 
ly threatening the world,” he 
said, quoted by the official 
Iranian news agency IRNA. 

Mr. Khatami added that Iran 
was opposed to weapons of 
mass destruction and posed 
“no threat to any friendly 
reunifies." 

Israel and the United Stales 
have repeatedly accused 
Moscow of not cracking 
down on Russian companies 
that reportedly sell conven- 
tional and nuclear weapons 
know-how to Iran. 



Palestinian journalist Taber Shriteh stands in front of his International Freedom of 
the Press Award Sunday after the Israeli High Court agreed to allow the jou r na li st to 
travel abroad but not to enter Israel, Shriteh who has worked for Reuters, the New 
York Times, CBS News, and the BBC was barred from leaving Gaza for the last four 
years by the Israeli General Security Services because they claim he is connected to 
the Islamic militant Hamas group. Shriteh denied all allegations and will now be 
permitted to leave Gaza via the Rafa border which is the Israeli-controlled crossing 
point between the Gaza Strip and Egypt (Reuters photo) 


Palestinian journalist gets partial freedom 


TEL AVIV \R) — Israel 
agreed on Sunday to allow on 
award-winning Palestinian 
journalist, barred from leaving 
Gaza during most of the last 
four years, to travel abroad but 
not to enter Israel. 

A lawyer from the stale attor- 
ney's office announced the lift- 
ing of the ban during on Israeli 
High Court hearing on n peti- 
tion filed by Taher Shriteh. 37, 
who has worked for Reuters, 
the New York Times. CBS 
News and the BBC. 

But no decision was reached 
on Mr. Shriteh’s main requests 
— to enter Israel for work and 
to cross Israel ro reach the West 
Bank. Israel says Mr. Shriteh 
was active in the Islamist 
Hamas group, an allegation he 
emphatically denies. 

“He is no longer barred from 
leaving through Rafrh." said 
Fern Nitzan of the state attor- 
ney's office, referring to the 
Israeli -control led crossing 
point between the Gaza Strip 


and Egypt- 

Mr.*" Shriteh has reported 
from Gaza since I9S7 and was 
awarded the International 
Freedom of the Press Award in 
1993 by the National Press 
Club in Washington. Over the 
years he has been jailed hv 
both Israel and the Palestini- 
ans. 

In a written response to Mr. 
Shritch's petition, the slate 
attorney said the Gaza-based 
journalist posed a “danger to 
the security of the country and 
the region." The state attorney 
said Mr. Shriteh. barred by 
Israel from attending his own 
hearing, was "an active Hamas 
member who carried out vari- 
ous tasks for the group" and 
received financial backing 
from Hamas. 

Mr. Shriteh said the Israeli 
allegations were fabricated to 
try to restrict Palestinian news 
coverage of events in the area 
and prevent journalists from 
travelling freely. 


He said the only contact he 
had with Hamas involved his 
work as an independent jour- 
nalist 

“l am not affiliated with 
Hamas in any way and I don't 
even identify with the group's 
goals/' Mr. Shriceh said in an 
affidavit presented to the court 

“I not only support the peace 
process but I specifically sup- 
port the Oslo process/* he said, 
referring to the Israeli — 
Palestinian peace agreement 
negotiated in Norway in 1993 
which Hamas rejects. 

Judges did not rule on the 
question of Mr. Shritch's affili- 
ation with Hamas, saying the 
country had a right to bar entry 
to non-Israelis without having 
to provide reasons. 

They said Mr. Shriteh should 
take his appeal to a joint 
Israeli -Palestinian security 

committee and could return to 
the High Court if it was reject- 
ed. 


Extremist Jews protest 
near mosques in Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
police prevented 40 members 
of the extremist Jewish 
group the Temple Mount 
Faithful from entering the 
compound of the Dome of 
the Rock here on Sunday, 
witnesses told AFP. 

Led by Guershnn Salomon, 
the extremist group tried to 
get into the .site which houses 
the Dome of the Rock and AI 
Aqsa Mosque, the third most 
hniy site in Kkini. 

Security forces stopped tlic 


group from gathering at one 
of the entrances to the com- 
pound. the witnesses said. 

The Israeli police forbid 
Jews from praying inside the 
compound, built on the sup- 
posed site of Solomon's tem- 
ple. in cmlcr to avoid con- 
frontation with Muslims. 

On Sunday Israel com- 
memorated the most tragic 
ilay in the Jewish calendar, 
the ninth of the Hebrew 
month ol Av. which marks 
the destruction of the temple 


first by the Babylonian king 
Nebuchadnezzar in 587 BC 
and then by the Roman 
emperor Titus in AD 70. 

Under heavy police protec- 
tion. thousands of Jews went 
to pray at the Wailing Wall 
the last remnant of the old 
temple. 

Pious Jews observe the day 
by fasting and, out of respect 
banks, most cafes and restau- 
rants in West Jerusalem were 
shut. 
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REGENT VISITS BADIA FORCES: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on 
Sunday pays an inspection tour to the Royal Badia Forces in the eastern region accompanied by 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince Abdullah Ben AJ Hussein and Prince Rashed Ben A1 Hassan. 
Prince Hassan conveyed His Mtyesty King Hussein's greetings to the troop members (Petra photo) 



Authorities arrest two men 
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for murder of Egyptian worker 


By Rana Husseini 

■ ‘ Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
■ 

r* AMMAN — Two . men 
have been arrested in con- 
. nection with the stabbing 
death of an Egyptian 
labourer in Ras A1 Em area 
last week, officials said on 
Sunday. 

The body of Abdul 
Wabab Mohammad, 31, 
was found dumped in a 
deserted part of the down- 
town area on July 25, after 
assailants slit his throat and 
stabbed him five times. 

On Saturday, police 
apprehended two Egyptian 
nationals, whom according 
to the officials, confessed to 
committing murdering the 
, man after a financial dis- 
| pate. 

♦ “The two men killed Mr. 
Mohammad because he 
owed them almost JD100 
and he was unable to pay 
them back," the source told 
the Jordan Times Monday. 


The two men, who were 
identified by officials as 
Najib. 31, and Mohammad, 
30, lured the victim to a 
deserted area and killed 
him, the official said. 

“The officials were- able 
to apprehend the two after 
witnesses in the area testi- 
fied that they saw the two 
fleeing the area,” the source 
maintained. 

The source added that 
Criminal Prosecutor Has- 
san Abdullat, who is han- 
dling the case, “has fin- 
ished his interrogation and 
officially charged the two 
with premeditated murder." 

He added that the two 
suspects will be transferred 
soon to the C riminal Court 
for trial. 

Meanwhile, police exam- 
iners said they were still 
trying to determine if a man 
who died in Karak two 
weeks ago of a bullet 
wound to the head, was 
murdered or died of acci- 


dental shooting. 

"The body of the victim 
was badly decomposed, so 
that spoiled some evidence 
and is makin g it hard for us 
to determine the bullets 
points of entrance and 
exit," according to Head of 
the National Institute For 
Forensic Medicine Mo 'men 
Hadidi. 

The Karak criminal pros- 
ecutor had ordered that the 
body of Ismael R., 39, to be 
exhumed for a second 
autopsy after evidence sur- 
faced that his death may 
have been a homicide 
rather than an accidental 
shooting, as it was original- 
ly ruled. 

“We are ex amining the 
evidence under the micro- 
scope, and we are expecting 
to come up with a conclu- 
sion by die end of this 
week," Dr. Hadidi told the 
Jordan Times on Sunday. 
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Drug addiction, usage 


l on 

AMMAN (Petra) . — The 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) Sunday released fig- 
ures about drug addiction in 
Jordan, showing that in 1997, 
addiction increased by 51 per 
cent over the number of the 
drag-related cases it dealt 
with in 1996. 

Lieutenant Colonel Tayel 
^ Majali from the PSD’s ahti- 

* narcotics department gave 

the figures at a seminar on 
drug addiction organised by 
the Minis try of Social Devel- 
opment 

In 1997. die department 
dealt with 492 drug-related 
cases compared to 32 in 1996, 
while the number of people 
involved in drug-related 
cases was 656 in 1996, rising 
to 803 in 1997, according to 
Li. CoL Majali. 

He said that the amount of 
heroin seized in 1997 reached 
82 kilogrammes against 67 
kilogrammes seized in 1996, 
while the number of pills 
seized in 1997 was three mil- 


rise — 


lion, compared to 260,000 in 
1996. 

Ll CoL Majali reviewed 
users’ “drags of choice" and 
the extent of influence on 
users. 

He attributed a growing 
problem of drug use and 
addiction to a greater rural- 
urban migration and the pres- 
ence of non-Jordanian work- 
ers in die Kingdom among 
others. 

Ll CoL Majali pointed out 
that drag addicts are more 
exposed to AIDS among 
other diseases which are also 
root causes of many social 
and economic problems 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad Kb air 
Mamser called for a national 
plan to prevent narcotic 
abuse and addiction which 
can adversely affect produc- 
tion and drain resources by 
requiring spending for reha- 
bilitation. 

The minister underlined the 
need for educating the public 


PSD 

.• • 

through schools, ihe family, 
the media and throujpi : relP 
gious teaching against the 
use of illegal drugs and 
called for stepped up efforts 
by the govennent’s special 
task force to put an end to 
growing drug abuse. 

The ministry already has 
preventive measures in place 
through an educational pro- 
gramme at schools, public 
awareness lectures and 
research on ways to prevent 
drug addiction. 

Ll CoL Majali noted that 
the country’s new 1998 law 
on drags allows for die treat- 
ment of addicts without sub- 
jecting them to penalties. 
This, he said, was designed 
to encourage addicts to seek 
treatment without fear of 
prosecution and start a new 
life. Presently, added Ll Col. 
Majali, the addicts receive 
treatment at a special centre 
under the direct supervision 
of specialists. 


Associations consider appeal 
to drop boycott of top daily newspaper 

■ By a Jordan Times 


Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A leader of 
ok of Jordan's 13 profes- 
sional associations yester- 
day- said that a publicised 
appeal from the Jordan 
ness Association yesterday 
to lift, a nearly month-long 
boycott against a leading 
Arabic-daily is likely to fall 
<a deaf ears when the Pro- 
fessional Associations 
, Council meets today to dis- 
J cuss the issue. 

The professional associa- 
tions— a driving force of 
opposition to “normalisa- 
tion* of ties with Israel — 
last month initiated a boy- 
cott against A1 Ra’i, the 
' country’s . leading Arabic 
language daily, for the pub- 
. ticatioiLof an advertisement 
for the. Israeli national car- 
rier- iH.AL The syndicates 
that their members 
resist,, ixamalisation, and 
fficmbers.who violate the 
.Redyes. ..face expulsion 
from their associations. 

; “The professional associ- 
| ations have asked that A1 
Ra’i hsdf publish an apolo- 
gy Md a rejection of nor- 
malisation- before the boy- 


cott is lifted," said Hosni 
Abu Gheida, president of 
the Jordan Engineers Asso- 
ciation. 

Upon news of the boy- 
cott, A1 Ra’i initiated nego- 
tiations with the mostly 
Islamist-dominated associ- 
ations to avert any damage 
such a measure could 
induce, saying to the coun- 
cil of association presidents 
that the advenisement had 
been a "mistake" and had 
not been authorised for 
publication by the manage- 
ment 

According to Mr. Abu 
Gheida, the newspaper’s 
management also gave the 
presidents council a verbal 
assurance that A1 Ra’i 
“rejects normalisation with 
the Zionist enemy," but 
that a following letter of 
apology to the professional 
associations failed to reiter- 
ate the same assurances. 

The associations, with the 
exception of the Jordan 
Press . Association, have 
maintained a hardline, 
insisting that A1 Ra’i pub- 
lish a statement rejecting 
normalisation and apologis- 
ing for the “incident” in the 
same place that the ad 


appeared, but A1 Ra’i so far 
has not done so. 

The JPA's appeal — pub- 
lished in both Al Ra’i and 
Al Dustour — stated that: 
“All Al Ra’i colleagues are 
committed to the decision 
taken by the JPA regarding 
normalisation with Israel. 

“This is a stand based on 
the steadfast positions of 
Jordanian and Arab society 
that rejects normalisation 
with the Zionist entity that 
has usurped our land and 
properties. This decision is 
one that Jordanian journal- 
ists and press establish- 
ments have adhered to, 
among them Al Ra'i. The 
[Al Ra’i] management has 
confirmed its stand against 
normalisation and it is clear 
to the press association that 
the ad was published by 
mistake and without knowl- 
edge of the administration 
or editorial depamnenL 
Therefore, the association’s 
council urges the profes- 
sional association presi- 
dents to rescind a decision 
that was hastily made." 
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House opens debate on draft press law, 
drops requirement for ‘accuracy’ in reporting 

To be accurate, you need access to all information ’ — Rawabdeh 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After months of spec- 
ulation, the Lower House of Par- 
liament bn Sunday began debating 
its amended version of the govern- 
ment's controversial draft press 
and publications law. 

The House National Guidance 
Committee’s- version of the draft 
scrapped the court's ability to 
imprison journalists and slashed 
financial penalties against journal- 
ists from tens of thousands of 
dinars to hundreds in some cases, 
while dropping other financial 
penalties all together. Additional- 
ly, the new amendments, if adopt- 
ed by Parliament, would deny the 
court’s right to suspend publica- 
tions for certain violations. 

The House extensively debated 
Article Five of the 60-article draft 
which stipulates that "publications 
should respect the truth and are 
prohibited from publishing any- 
thing that contradicts the princi- 
ples of freedom and national 
responsibility, human rights and 
the values of the Arab Islamic 
Nation." 

The committee has scrapped the 
article all together. Committee 
members said the article was “too 
broad and opens the way for nega- 
tive speculation.” 

“I believe there is no room in this 
law for such an article,” said long- 
time politician Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh, considered among his 


colleagues as perhaps the most 
knowledgeable deputy on legisla- 
tive procedures. 

Deputy Mahmoud Kharabsheh, 
speaker, of National Guidance 
Committee, defended the recom- 
mendations saying the committee 
sought diligently to find a balance 
that would serve the interest of the 
country. 

But many legislators believed 
that Article Five was "crucial” and 
insisted on keeping it. 

"1 believe this is one of the most 
beautiful articles in this law," 
Islamist Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
told the House. "Even if we 
oppose the govemmenL we cannot 
deny that this is an important arti- 
cle that should be kept.” 

One deputy thanked the govern- 
ment for including the article. 

"I thank the government and 
agree with its proposal.” said 
Islamist Deputy Mohammad 
Azaideh. head of the House Public 
Freedoms Committee. “This arti- 
cle does not represent -a problem 
but a general principal on which 
no two people disagree." 

After almost 16 deputies voiced 
their opinion regarding the item, 
30 deputies out of the 58 present 
voted in favour of keeping the pro- 
vision as it appeared in the govern- 
ment's original draft disregarding 
the committee's recommendation 
to scotch it. 

Lawmakers, however, took into 
consideration the committee's pro- 
posal regarding Article Six of the 


draft Jaw and endorsed it after 
some discussion. 

The committee amended a clause 
in the article which originally 
allowed “citizens, political parties, 
professional associations, cultural, 
social and economic societies...to 
express their opinions, thoughts 
and achievements related to their 
different domains and activities.” 
The amended clause drops the lan- 
guage that restricts expression to 
“their different domains and activ- 
ities.” 

“If the 'clause stays as it was 
originally written, it will become a 
real constraint to public free- 
doms,” said Deputy Khalil Had- 
dadin. 

The House, which only managed 
to endorse nine articles in Sun- 
day's session, also voted in favour 
of the committee’s changes regard- 
ing the mandatory Code of Con- 
duct for Journalists. The amend- 
ment combines two provisions in 
Article Seven: "balanced presenta- 
tion of issues in an objective and 
comprehensive manner," and 
“accuracy, integrity and objectivi- 
ty in presentation of news, analysis 
and commentaty.” 

The new item reads as follows: 
"balanced, objectivity and integri- 
ty in presenting news." In the 
process of modification, however, 
the word "accuracy" was dropped. 

Deputy Soudki Shabattat, who 
thought the word was dropped by 
mistake, asked the House to rein- 
sert "accuracy.” 


"In order to be accurate, you 
have to have access to all informa- 
tion," replied Deputy Rawabdeh. 
"Therefore, there is no need for 
that word ‘accuracy’." 

Much to the disappointment of 
many journalists and human rights 
advocates, the definition of jour- 
nalists in the law remained 
untouched, thus keeping member- 
ship in the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion a mandatory condition for 
practising journalism. 

Despite that, most journalists 
were pleased with the overall 
direction of yesterday's discus- 
sions, but agreed that most of the 
articles discussed were not contro- 
versial. 

“Even though many deputies told 
us that there was pressure from the 
government to maintain some arti- 
cles as they originally appeared in 
the draft, especially those related 
to capital requirements and penali- 
ties.” said Jordan Press Associa- 
tion Council Member and Al Arab 
Al Yawm correspondent Nabil 
Gbishan. “the mood was, in gener- 
al, good and we are optimistic.” 

The much-awaited discussion of 
the draft law drew a markedly larg- 
er audience to yesterday’s session. 
More ministers, journalists and 
deputies attended, as well as Sen- 
ate Speaker Zaid Rifai and Head of 
the Press and Publications Depart- 
ment Bilal Tal. 


Parties hail JTC inclination to favour local investment, 
remain divided on how to share telecom wealth 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Political parties on 
Sunday welcomed in principle the 
recent announcement that selling 
40 per cent of the Jordan Telecom- 
mnmcatioh ' Comparjy I(JTC) to a 
foreign strategic partner; may not 
be necessary. ' 

Opposition leaders, however, 
argued that no shares in the gov- 
ernment-owned JTC should be 
sold, even to local investors. 

* “We are in favour of an indepen- 
dent, private management, but we 
are against floating any shares,” 
said Jamil Nimri of the Democrat- 
ic Party of the Left (DPL). 

“The JTC is a gold mine. Its 
value increases with time. In five 
years, it will be impossible for the 
government to buy it back.” 

Most opposition leaders also 
expressed fears that future sales to 
local investors could not be han- 
dled with due transparency. 

“If shares are to be sold to a local 
company, then the public must be 
informed what offers have been 
put forth, and, most importantly of 


all. where the money [from the 
sale] goes,” said Munir Hamarneh, 
secretary general of the Jordan 
Co mmuni st Party. 

Chairman of the board of direc- 
tors at the JTC, Ali Shukri. 
declared on.. Saturday that there 
was. no need to sell 40 per cent of 
the JTC to a strategic partner, as 
originally planned by the govern* 
ment 

In a statement carried by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, he said: 
"Justifying the introduction of a 
strategic partner as a means to 
bringing in new technology into 
the company or increasing the vol- 
ume of its [subscriber] base cannot 
be accepted.’* 

Successive governments have 
held on to the idea of selling JTC 
shares to foreigners since 1996 
despite strong internal opposition 
by Islamists and leftists. The pri- 
vatisation drive was part of an 
IMF-sponsored restructuring pro- 
gramme launched in 1989. 

But earlier this year, it appeared 
that the privatisation of the JTC 
could be less profitable than ini- 
tially thought, with foreign consul- 


tants evaluating its assets at SI. 2 
billion. 

The government came under 
attack at home, with the Lower 
House of Parliament in March ask- 
ing for a privatisation bill. 
International observers did not 
spare their criticisms either. 

On July 4,. the, London-based 
Economist --commented:^ “[The' 
government] is making a mess of 
privatisation, one of the last big 
items in the reform programme. 
Potential investors have been put 
off.” 

The Islamists, who fiercely 
opposed the introduction of strate- 
gic partners, insist that govern- 
ment economic policies should 
benefit larger sectors of society. 

“Saturday’s announcement [that 
JTC shares might not be sold to 
foreign companies] leaves the situ- 
ation largely unchanged," Muslim 
Brotherhood analyst Ibrahim 
Gharaibeh told the Jordan Times 
on Sunday. 

“The problem is not the privati- 
sation process. The problem is 
that whether shares are sold to 
foreign or local companies, only a 


restricted elite will benefit.” 

The centrist National Constitu- 
tional Party (NCP), however, 
applauded the decision not to 
introduce foreign partners and 
saluted the possibility that local 
investors could instead take over 
the reins of the JTC. ‘ 

“The announcement came after a 
thorough study, and it aims at giv- 
ing Jordanians priority to invest in 
the telecommunication sector.” 
said NCP spokesperson Khaldoun 
Nasser. 

"If a local company can buy the 
latest technology and upgrade the 
JTC. why not give them the 
chance to do it?” 

While most parties criticised the 
government’s change of mind as 
proof that the earlier decision to 
invite a strategic partner was 
incompetent Mr. Nasser said the 
change of plan was only a proof of 
continuous re-evaluation and 
reassessment in the interest of the 
nation. 

“The fact that decision makers 
change their mind after thoroughly 
reviewing a matter is always a pos- 
itive sign," he said. 


Associations ponder role 
in National Conference 

Brush off criticisms and withdrawals 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The pro- 
fessional associations 
will finalise today a 
unified stand vis-a-vis 
their participation in the 
National Conference of 
opposition parties and 
civil society institutions 
launched two months 
ago to counter govern- 
ment policies. 

Hosni Abu Gheida, 
president of the 30,000- 
strong Jordan Engineers 
Association conceded 
that **±ere are different 
views” among the lead- 
ers of Jordan’s 13 pro- 
fessional associations 
“on our approach to, 
and degree of involve- 
ment in, the National 
Conference.” 

Mr. Abu Gheida 
denied that any of the 
differences were of 
political or ideological 
nature. 

"Simply, some people 
think that more prepara- 
tions should have been 
made and our approach 
should be • more 
detailed,” he told the 
Jordan Times on Sun- 
day, declining to elabo- 


rate any further. 

Opposition leaders 
said the National Con- 
ference aims to unite 
civil society institutions 
on a common platform 
to halt normalisation 
with Israel, limit pri- 
vatisation and economic 
liberalisation, strength- 
en ties with Syria and 
Irag, and put forth edu- 
cational reforms. 

One hundred and fifty 
representatives 
launched the National 
Conference on June 13 
and elected a 34-mem- 
ber executive commit- 
tee headed by Islamic 
Action Front Secretary 
General Abdul Latif 
Arabiyai. 

The conference has 
drawn criticism from 
both non-participating 
and participating parties 
and independent per- 
sonalities, who accuse 
the organisers of violat- 
ing democratic proce- 
dures in drafting the 
"National Salvation 
Plan.” Last month for- 
mer deputy Toujan 
Feisal. an independent, 
withdrew from the con- 
ference, firing at the 
Islamists for “running 


the show" irrespective 
of other groups’ sugges- 
tions and proposals. 

Leaders of the Union 
of the Professional 
Associations — the 
majority of which are 
dominated by Islamists, 
but also include an 
active minority of left- 
ist-led associations — 
have been meeting 
since Saturday to work 
out a unified stand vis- 
h-vis the conference. * 

Brushing off fears of 
further criticism and 
even withdrawals, the 
architects of the confer- 
ence yesterday were 
eager to point out that 
the professional associ- 
ations had already com- 
mitted themselves to 
the conference. 

“They are already in. 
They have been in since 
the beginning,” - said 
Salem Nahhas, secre- 
tary genera] of the 
Hashd Party. 


What’s Going On 

Jerash Festival 

* Egyptian play “The Good and the Evil" at the 
South Theatre at S:30 p.m. 

* Musical performance by the National Music Con- 
servatory of Jordan at the North Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

* Iraqi play “The Mantle” at Artimes Theatre at 
8:30 p.m. 

* Jad in Grandma Tales/Lebanon at the Sound and 
Light Theatre at 8:30. p.m. 

* Performances by the Jordan Armed Forces 
Orchestra (6:30 p.m.), Rozana Group of Jordan (7:00 
p.m.), Izmir Folklore of Turkey (8:00 p.m.). Datina 
Group of Romania (9:00 p.m.), Sakumoh Group of 
Zimbabwe (10:00 p.m.), and U.K. Five-Star Circus 
(11:00 p.m.). at the Forum. 

Lectures 

* “Madaba Plains Project Update" by Dr. Larry 
Geraty, Dr. Sten Labianca, and Dr. Larry Herr at the 
American Center of Oriental Research (ACOR). near 
the University of Jordan at 7:00 p.m (Tel. 534-6117). 
(There will be another lecture entitled “Abila 1998” 
by Dr. Harold Mare on Tuesday Aug. 4 at 7:00 p.m.). 

Children’s Play 

* King’s Kids Performance (for children) at Haya 

Cultural Centre, Shmeisani, at 6:30 p.m. (There will 
be another performance on Tuesday Aug. 4 at 6:30 
p.m.). • 

Exhibitions 

* Photo exhibition on India at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until Aug. 6. 

* “Exhibition of Arab Sculptors" at the garden of 
the Weibdeh Muntazah, Jabal Weibdeh, until Aug. 8. 

* “The Small Sculptors Exhibition" at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), until Aug. 8. 

* Display of products at Jordan Design Trade Cen- 
tre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 
(Tel. 5699141/2), until August 6. 




4 World News 
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Fighting erupts in Kosovo, 


major road blocked 


PRISTINA. Serbia (R) — 
Fighting between ethnic 
Albanian separatists and 
Serb security forces erupted 
again in central Kosovo 
Sunday, closing the key 
east-west artery in the 
embattled province. 


A Reuters team travelling 


between the Kosovo capital 
Pristina and the western 
town of Pec was turned 
back by security forces near 
Komorane. 

Columns of smoke could 
be seen in the distance and 
heavily armoured military 
vehicles were present with 
their guns trained on the 
nearby hills. 

Police at the roadblock 
said security forces had 
come under atiack earlier 
from ethnic Albanian sepa- 
ratists near the heavily 
wooded Lapusnik pass. 

They would not allow 
reporters to turn either right 
or left off the main road, 
insisting it was too danger- 


ous. There were indications 
that armoured vehicles had 
moved up the road and that 
heavy fighting was going 
on. 

A German ARD televi- 
sion crew also reported 
fighting around Srbica, 
some 30 km north of 
Komorane. early in the 
morning. They heard gun- 
fire and saw smoke in the 
hills. 

The Pristina-Pec road 
runs through the heart of 
Kosovo, a Serb province 
with a 90 per cent ethnic 
Albanian majority where 
separatist guerrillas are 
fighting for independence 
from Belgrade. 

The road was open 
Saturday and used by aid 
workers* trying to reach 
thousands of refugees dis- 
placed by a recent govern- 
ment offensive that recap- 
tured large tracts of territo- 
ry from the secessionist 
Kosovo Liberation Armv 


t'KLA). 

U.N. aid workers, making 
their first emergency aid 
delivery since the offensive, 
said they found thousands 
of Albanian civilians with 
children and some newborn 
infants sheltering on slopes 
above Malisevo, which was 
abandoned by guerrillas last 
Tuesday. 

“The village of Cmovrana 
above Malisevo, where we 
delivered, is simply filled 
with people with many 
more visible further up the 
hills, living rough," said 
Eduardo Arboleda at the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees office in 
Kosovo. 

Separately, the indepen- 
dent FoNet news agency 
reported Sunday that more 
than 10.000 refugees were 
gathering at Ulcinj, a pre- 
dominantly Albanian town 
on the coast in the Yugoslav 
Republic of Montenegro. 

Yugoslav President 


Slobodan Milosevic 
promised Friday to stop 
obstructing aid access to 
displaced Albanians. 

More than 270 villages 
were shelled and at least 
60,000 people uprooted 
from their homes by the 
offensive, according to eth- 
nic Albanian human rights 
activists. 

Mr. Milosevic has 
promised that the broad, 
week-long thrust against 
the KLA is over. However 
Serb forces were Saturday 
within five km of the vil- 
lage of Junik. the main 
remaining rebel redoubt at 
the foot of the mountainous 
frontier with Albania. 

On the political front, the 
Yugoslav and Macedonian 
foreign ministers are to 
meet later Sunday. Both 
countries are concerned 
about growing support for 
Kosovo separatists among 
Macedonia’s own large 
Albanian minority. 


Yugoslav 
tribunal to 
investigate 
suspect’s 
death 


AMSTERDAM <R» — The 
Yugoslavia war crimes tri- 
bunal said Sunday it would 
launch an internal inquiry 
into the death this weekend 
of a top suspect, the second 
in just over a month. 

The investigation by the 
U.N. body will examine the 
death by heart attack 
Saturday morning of 
Bosnian Serb ~ Milan 
Kovacevic. spokesman 
Christian Chartier said. 

Mr. Kovacevic, 57. who 
died in his cel! after guards 
failed to resuscitate him. 
was the only suspect on trial 
for genocide. 

In Bosnia. Mr. 
Kovacevic’s family told 
Reuters that they had 
received condolences on the 
death from all 27 tribunal 
detainees in custody — 
Serb. Croat and Muslim. 

Mr. Kovacevic had a his- 
tory of heart problems and 
was receiving medical treat- 
ment. 

"All aspects of the death 
will be looked into." Mr. 
Chartier told Reuters. 

No details of the inquiry, 
which was ordered by act- 
tribuna! President 


inc 


Mohammad Shahabuddecn. 
were available, he added. 

The Dutch government 
will also conduct an inquest 
into the death, following 
normal procedure, the tri- 
bunal has said. 

Mr. Kovacevic died short- 
ly after the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia reteased 
a report on the recent sui- 
cide of another prominent 
suspect. 

On June 29. former Serb 
mayor of Yukovar Slavko 
Dokmanovic hanged him- 
self in his cell in the tri- 
bunal's detention centre 
near The Hague as judges 
were considering their ver- 
dict. 

The internal inquiry exon- 
erated officials at the jail 
from any blame, saying all 
rules concerning safety and 
security were observed. 

But Mr. Dokmanovic’s 
defence lawyer said he had 
warned court officials that 
his client might kill himself 
and the Yugoslav govern- 
ment said ii held the tri- 
bunal responsible for the 
v death. 

Mr. Dokmanovic had 
maintained he was innocent 
of complicity in one of the 
most notorious incidents of 
the Yugoslavian war — the 
massacre of more than 200 
hospital patients in the east- 
ern Croatian town of 
Vukovar. 

Mr. Kovacevic, a former 
hospital director, was 
accused of helping set up 
camps in the Prijedor region 
of northwestern Bosnia in 
which Muslims and Croats 
were raped, tortured and 
killed 


De Klerk outraged by 
Bishop Tutu’s claims 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
Former President Frederik 
de Klerk said Sunday he 
was “outraged" by claims 
that his government 
approved plans to develop 
biological weapons that 
would kill blacks only. 

The accusation was made 
by Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission chairman 
Archbishop Desmond Tulu 
after evidence to this effect 
was given by military scien- 
tists during a TRC hearing 
into the apartheid chemical 
and biological warfare pro- 
gramme. w 

“There was neither truth 
nor any hope for reconcilia- 
tion in such ill-considered, 
unwarranted and unjust 
remarks." Mr. de Klerk 
said. 

He added that this was the 
third time he had to endure 
“such unwarranted and 
malicious assaults arising 
from the truth commission’s 
activities." 

Mr. dc Klerk, who ruled 
South Africa from 
November 1989 until April 
1994 — when the country’s 
first democratic elections 
brought Nelson Mandela's 
African National Congress 
to power — also lashed out 
at the media, and public 
SABC radio in particular, 
for rounding on him. 

"The SABC has been par- 
ticularly vitriolic and unfair 
in its relentless campaign to 
vilify me." he said. 


Mr. de Klerk returned to 
the public spotlight in 
recent weeks after his for- 
mer police minister. 
Adriaan VIok. claimed he 
and his cabinet had been 
aware of illegal activities 
carried out by the security 
forces. 

Mr. VI ok mentioned in 
particular a number of 
bombings against civilian 
targets he sanctioned as law 
and order minister in the 
early I9S0s. 

Mr. Vlok’s revelations in 
an application to the TRC 
for amnesty appeared to 
contradict Mr. de Klerk’s 
two submissions to the TRC 
in August 1996 and Mav 
1997. 

Mr. de Klerk declared 
then that he had never been 
aware of any illegal activi- 
ties carried out by members 
of his government. 

However. Mr. Viok said 
he had made Mr. dc Klerk 
and his cabinet colleagues 
aware as early as 1993 that 
he had been involved in ille- 
gal activity and intended to 
seek indemnity. 

Explaining the apparent 
contradiction. Mr. de Klerk 
said in his statement Sunday 
he had not viewed the 
bombings of the buildings 
as gross human rights viola- 
tions as no one had been 
killed. 

“What I do deny is that 1 
was involved in. or at the 
time informed of. the deci- 


sion to bomb the buildings. 
Neither Mr. Viok nor (for- 
mer police commissioner) 
General Johan van der 
Merwe has to my knowl- 
edge made any such allega- 
tion.” 

He said had he been aware 
of any such decision, he 
would, as a member of rhe 
South African cabinet at the 
time, have “strenuously 
opposed it because ... it was 
not only illegal but unac- 
ceptable and counterpro- 
ductive as well." 

In fact, he added, both Mr. 
Viok and Mr. Van der 
Merwe had stated he was 
provided with this informa- 
tion only towards the end of 
his presidency. 

In his submission to the 
TRC last year. Mr. de KJerk 
said he did not deny his 
government had been 
involved in covert opera- 
tions. but said to his knowl- 
edge these did not include 
authorisation of murder, tor- 
ture. assassination, rape or 
assault. 

He repeated Sunday that 
neither he. nor the great 
majority of his cabinet col- 
leagues. "were involved in. 
or aware of. the gross viola- 
tions of human rights com- 
mitted by some of the for- 
mer security forces." 

Mr. de Klerk attacked the 
TRC as being “almost 
entirely one-sided" jgainst 
the apartheid authorities 
and securitv forces. 


Colombo says sees no 
India role in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan President 

Chandrika Kumaratunga 
said Sunday she did not 
agree with local Tamil 
parties that Indian medi- 
ation was required to end 
the country's ethnic war. 

“I don’t agree with that 
view and I don’t think 
India will accede from 
what we have discussed 
with India." Ms. 
Kumarutunca told 

Reuters in an inters icw. 

"For the last several 
years India has followed 
a policy of leaving Sri 
Lanka to settle its" own 
internal problems. Wc 
appreciate that stand. I 
don’t think India can 
interfere in our internal 
problems." she said. 

Parties representing Sri 
Lanka’s Tamil minority 
said Saturday they had 
called upon India to once 
again intervene and 
mediate to find a solution 
to the 15-year-old ethnic 
war that' has claimed 
thousands of lives. 

The latest request came 
at a meeting between 
Tamil party representa- 
tives and Indian Prime 
Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee in Colombo 
last Thursday. 

Mr. Vajpayee was in 


Colombo to attend the 
three -day summit of the 
South Asian Association 
for Regional 

Cooperation. 

Ms. Kumararunga said 
Mr. Vajpayee had not 
raised the ethnic war or 
issues concerning the 
Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam " iLTTE) 
rebels during their bilat- 
.crai meering in Colombo 
last week. 

The Tamil Tigers have 
been fighting for an inde- 
pendent Tamil homeland 
in Sri Lanka’s north and 
east since 1983. 

India sent its troops to 
Sri Lanka in the late 
I980.S to implement a 
peace accord that it had 
brokered, but larer with- 
drew them m 1990 after 
they became embroiled 
in a bitter struggle with 
the rebels. 

“Mr. Vjipayee did not 
raise the issue. But I 
always keep the leaders 
of the region informed of 
the present situation of 
the war and the peace 
proposals.” Ms. 

Kumarutunza said. 

Ms. Kumaratunga ear- 
lier told India’s Hindu 
newspaper in an inter- 
view that her country had 
a good political relation- 


ship with the new Indian 
government. 

“We have very good 
political relationships 
with the Indian govern- 
ment. Wc do not interfere 
with India’s internal 
problems and India does 
not interfere with ours." 
she said in the interview- 
published Sunday. 

She said Sri Lanka 
needed to have no appre- 
hensions as long as rhe 
policy adopted * by the 
previous Indian govern- 
ments of leaving Sri 
Lanka to solve its own 
internal problems contin- 
ued. 

A fledgling coalition 
government led by the 
Hindu nationalist 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
tBJPj took power earlier 
this year in New 1 Delhi 
after inconclusive elec- 
tions. 

“At the moment, the 
Indian governments have 
followed a consistent 
policy of respecting Sri 
Lanka’s sovereignty and 
its independence in tak- 
ing decisions." Ms. 
Kumaratunga told the 
newspaper. 

“As long as that 
remains, there should be 
no problem at all.” 




A desperate camper holds onto the rope as rescuers drag him out of an inlundated camping spot in the vaifley of 
Mount Chjri where more than 90 people are dead or missing due to flash floods (AFP photo) 

Death toll from floods rises 
to 34; at least 70 still missing 


SEOUL (AP) — The death 
toll from flash floods rose to 
34 Sunday as rescuers 
resumed searching rugged 
mountain valleys where 
hundreds of sleeping 
campers were swept away 
by swollen streams. 

But heavy rains and rag- 
ing currents hampered the 
search for 70 people miss- 
ing in the Chiri Mountains, 
a popular hiking and camp- 
ing site 220 kilometres 
south of Seoul, disaster 
relief officials said. 

Rescue officer Lee Jong- 
Kun. 46. died in a hospital 
and another .rescuer 
remained in critical condi- 
tion after jumping into the 
water to save a man trapped 
in a car swept by flood 
water. 

The bodies of two small 
children were pulled up 
early Sunday by police and 
soldiers searching down- 
stream with flood lights. 

Disaster officials feared 
the casualty figures could 
rise js families reported 
more missing people. 

"Because the streams are 
so rapid and studded with 


razor-sharp rocks. wc 
believe nearly all those 
missing arc dead." said a 
disaster official, speaking 
on customaiy condition of 
anonymity. 

Family members gathered 
at makeshift relief centres in 
mountain valleys awaiting 
word on their missing rela- 
tives. The hopes of many 
seemed to fall as torrential 
ruins poured down again 
Sunday morning in the 
thickly wooded mountains. 

"The flood overwhelmed 
our tent in the twinkling of 
an eye. I held on to a tree 
branch. But my two boys, I 
could not find them. What 
should 1 do? How can I find 
them?" a father, identified 
only by his surname Kim, 
told MBC-TV in a quaver- 
ing voice. 

A rain front moving cast 
from China dumped up to 
30 centimetres of rain early 
Saturday in southern Korea. 
Lighter rain continued in 
the region throughout 
Saturday and into Sunday. 

The hardest hit was the 
Chiri mountains, where a 
record 1 4 centimetres of 


rain poured down in less 
than one hour. Campers 
compared the experience to 
“the heaven dumping rain 
with buckets". Weather 
forecasters had failed ro 
predict the heavy rain, and 
the sudden rise in the gush- 
ing streams caught 
unawares hundreds of vaca- 
tioners camping along the 
scenic gorges. 

“The weather forecasters 
said the monsoon was over 
and we went on vacation. 
Only if they warned us of 
the rain one hour earlier," 
Choi Jong-II. 39. told the 
national news agency 
Yonhap. He lost his wife 
and two children to the 

floods. 

Hundreds remained 

stranded. Rescuers used 
helicopters and ropes to 
guide the marooned 

campers across raging 
streams to safety. 

The downpours also sub- 
merged homes and farm- 
land. washed away roads 
and triggered landslides. 
Disaster officials estimated 
tentative property damage 
$12 million. 


TV footage showed large 
stretches of rice fields 
underwater and crumpled 
cars swept away in flood 
water. 

Police said a number of 
people were killed in nearby 
villages. 

A family of four were 
crushed to death when their 
home collapsed under a 
landslide Saturday. 

Also Sunday, a dead 
North Korean civilian was 
found floating off the South 
Korean east coasL The mil- 
itary suspected the man was 
drowned and floated to the 
south. 

After working overnight 
to clear a landslide that cov- 
ered a large section of rail. 
authorities restored normal 
train service in the south- 
western Choi la province 
early Sunday. 

Two airports dosed 
Saturday because of the 
rains resumed operations. 
But coastal ferty routes 
halted operations because 
of storm and high-wave 
warnings, stranding thou- 
sands of summer vacation- 
ers. 


Motorist says he 
may have caused 
Diana’s death 


LONDON l R j — A French former marine was quoted Sunday as 
saying his high-speed driving might have been u major factor in 
the car crash which killed lYincev. Diana List year. 

Francois Levistre. 54. told Britain’s Sunday People newspaper 
’Thinking about it carefully. I now understand how I could have 
helped cauv the crash. 

"I was close behind the car. ;ls much ;ls JO metres, and my dri- 
ving may have caused it to swerve and lose control." Mr. Levistre. 
a truck driver by profession, said he was speeding in a dark grey 
Ford Ka through tlic Paris underpass last August where the 
Princess's car crashed. 

His comments came in an interview with investigators working 
lor journalist Nicholas Fanvll who is writing a book on the crash, 
the newspaper said. 

But Mr. Farrell said: "In no wav can it be suggested that Levistre 
was responsible totally ftir live crash ... He was simply die catalyst 
to a terrible sequence of events." 

The People said Mr. Levistre was interviewed by police investi- 
gators after the crash and acknowledged he had witnessed tlic acci- 
dent bul denied any involvement. 

Also killed in the crash were Diana's millionaire companion 
Dodi Faxed and chauffeur Henri PauL who was found afterwards 
to have been drunk. 


Gonzalez to 
defend ex-minister 
in case appeal 


Argentine museum rents 
dinosaur fossils to Japan 


BUENOS AIRES IAH*I — A small Argentine palaeontology 
museum ts renting sets of dinosaur fossils to two Japanese muse- 
ums for fundraising purposes, a win: service here reported. 

The Museum of Palaeontology at the National University of 
Con whue »t'NCi is making a S!4.n(X> profit on tlic deal, die pri- 
vate wire service NoUcias Argentina* reported Sannduy. 

Museum director Jorge Cab o said the money wuukl be used for 
nur-eum repairs and to fund new expeditions. 

The fossils were rented to the National Museum of Natural 
Science in Tokyo and the Municipal Museum of Science in the 
city of Nagoya. Mr. Culvo said. 

Scores of dino saur fossils have been found in rceem yean in the 
Andean suite of Nequcn. located some kilometres south-east 
of Buenos Aires, 

Mr. Calvn made the announcement upon returning from a trip to 
Japan, where he gav e talks on the dinosaur fossils found in N’cquen 
state. 

The most famous fossils going to Japan arc the remains of the 
Giganiosiiunus Carolini. the largest carnivorous dinosaur, surpass- 
ing m me even the Tyrannosaurus Rex of “Jurassic Park" fame. 


MADRID l AFP) — Spain’s 
former Premier Felipe 
Gonzalez will defend his for- 
mer Interior Minister Jose 
Barnonuevo. jailed last week 
for links to death squads hunt- 
ing armed Basque .separatists. 
El Pais reported Sunday. 

The former Socialist premier 
will don his lawyer's robes 
again to represent Mr. 
Barnonuevo and his one-time 
deputy, Rafael Vera, in an 
appeal before the 
Constitutional Court against 
their IQ-ycar sentences. 

’The judgement will end up 
being annulled, and so the truth 
will in the end come out. from 
a legal point of view." Mr 
Gonzalez told El Pais. 

Mr. Barnonuevo and Mr. 
Vera were among 12 defen- 
dants convicted 
Wednesday of involvement in 
the 1983-1987 “Dirty War" in 
Spam in which 28 people 
linked tn the Basque separatist 
organisation ETA were mur- 
dered by GAL death squads, 
known as the Aim-Terrorist 
Liberation Groups fGALi. 

■Six o! the defendants includ- 
ing Mr. Barnonuevo and Mr. 
Vera, were round guilty of ille- 
gal detention and embezzle- 
ment of public funds j n ^ 
1983 kidnapping of Spanish- 
bom French businessman 
Scgundo Matey, the fin* action 
claimed by the GAL. 

Five others, all but one of 
ihem cx-policc officers, woe 

found guilty of illegal detention 

with a twelfth, also an ex- 
policq officer, found guiltv 0 f 
complicity in the detention! 
Sentences for the dozen 


defendants ranged from two 
years and four months to lt> 
yean in prison. 

Mr. Gonzalez himself 
absolved in November 1996 of 
any responsibility in Spains 
"Diny War" against the Basque 
'•cpaiatisK. but one of those 
convicted last week claimed 
during his own trial that the Lv- 
mcr premier had been instru- 
mental in setting up tiw death 
squads. 

The 1994 exposure crt jhe 
GAL scandal helped Nine 
down the socialist govcmfneni 
in Spain’s 1996 elections. 

During this latest trial how- 
ever. one defendant. Ricardo 
Garcia Damborcnea. a former 
socialist leader in the Basque 
province of Biscay; charged 
that Mr. Gonzalez “agreed 1° 
the idea of catching terrori^ in 
the south of France." 

Mr. Damborcnea received a 
seven-year sentence for illegal 
detention. 

El Pais said that Friday Mr. 
Gonzalez, who took his Jo" 
degree in 1964. went to tl*' 
Madrid college of advocate* 1,1 
register once more as a la»y* 
die career he abandoned in ti* 
mid-1970s for ;i political 
career. 

The paper said Mr. Gon/ate 
intended to participate in d* 
entire appeals procedure, 
the Constitutional Court 
up to the European Court ® 
Human Rights, in Strasbourg ^ 
necessary. 

And he accused his success** 
as Premier, the consent 
Jose Maria Aznar. of basing ft* 
politics on the "destrudioo s* 3 
elimination” of his adversaria 


Hubbard tc 
jirp"rt«A* 


uMLVR-’- * p -'v' e 


"J • '■■■* J 

1^ 1 ?mF 

• •• ' i‘J >'■ 

VOW Co 

: Jf :-f '• ' 

■ ■ - ri f .■* 
VI VU 

.■Ml ■Si-' 1 -' r”'*' 

vissl T! 

V- JV •' 0 

the acc 

y-jiM :• -.r ...Ti* 

oi F 

.-J v: : -r.' '• r t-"« 

Coru 

■< '. 5 '• 

declare! 

, 1/ ri.:. s - - * ■ '.‘S' 

ararea 

;-jrifav : -''.vM ' \ 

L'.S. so 

-raA-r. 

rhe ogre 


Th e 3 

•Mto.rVJ- VI- O re:’. 

mem 0 






Ear.!.:.. r< 

‘.'r.sL" 

' raJ ' . 
> ir ,T; 

■-si ' 

Mr 


•>: ( C 


■ifirr: - 

t':;' 

>«£ I- 

Vi* - 

’tf'i *: r .T 
** £«li 

rro-rnci chi 

^ iiliTi Kj \ i . ; L' f 

V-nirni \ Fa . r 

iiiij-.e. 

7-^:1 r:.j ’ 

■ -L: " ,e 

ir, y.^-. 

f** '-■> mtiiij 
' " 'fc rhlitCT'lili . . , •_ 

• ’ ‘Uiui •• n 


p:tn 
berwei 
which 
the pa 
One 
ir.ccns 
would 
the ri 
Ar-uri 


W, ..... 

OTJi 


fembodi 


would 
ocuied 
Mr. 
Mecca 
aiist b 

171 tqy 
treaty 

sag tht 

base ir 
a cenn 
ence ii 
Mr. 
dccissc 


se 


m limbo 


the Eur 

donated 
The el 
>ear aft 
Hun < 
N'orodoi 


l 


World News 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, August 3, 1998 





alllev nf 



IkS. Defence Secretary William Cohen (left) accompanied by Philippine Air Force 
deputy commander Major General Alfonso de los Santos (right) and U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas Hubbard (centre) review the line of military honour guards 
upon arrival at Manila airport (AFP photo) 

U.S. defence chief’s visit 
stirs tempest in Manila 
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MANILA (R) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen flew 
to the Philippines Sunday for 
- security talks, reviving an old 
controversy that had dogged 
relations between the United 
Stales and its former colony. 

' At die top of Mr. Cohen's 
agenda is an unrarified agree- 
ment between the Manila and 
.•^Washington governments that 
would pave the way for the 
return of U.S. forces, though 

- -just for exercises, six years 

after Filipinos forced diem to 
•* leave the country. 

- : --In an ironic mm, the two top 

Philippine officials Mr Cohen 
' is counting on to make the 
‘ agreement effective — new 
President Joseph Estrada and 
'defence chief Orlando 
%1ercado — helped lead the 

- campaign to oust U.S. troops 
flora the country in 1992. 

Mr. Estrada and Mr. 
Mercado have modified their 
Sand and pledged to campaign 
for ratification of the Visiting 
Forces Agreement (VFA) by 

- the Philippine Senate, which is 
needed to put it into force.. 

Mr. Cohen gave no statement 
when he arrived in Manila 
from a visit to Indonesia U.S. 
officials earlier said be would 
discuss greater U.S. mili tary 
access to the Philippines in his 
talks in Manila. 

He is to meetMn Estrada and 
Mr. Mercado separately 


Monday. 

Mr. Cohen’s visit blew new 
force into an old tempest over 
the U.S. military role in the 
Philippines. 

Chinch and leftist groups 
vowed to hold street protests 
during Mr Cohen's three-day 
visit. They vehemently oppose 
the accord, calling it a surren- 
der of Philippine sovereignty. 

Communist rebels last week 
declared that they might take 
armed action against "visiting 
U.S. soldiers if Manila ratified 
the agreement. 

The accord deals with treat- 
ment of U.S. soldiers taking 
part in military exercises 
between the two countries, 
which have been suspended for 
the past two years. 

One of the provisions which 
Incensed nationalist groups 
would give the LT.S. military 
die right to decide if an 
American soldier who com- 
mits a crime is on duty, which 
would mean he cannot be pros- 
ecuted by a local court 

Mr. Estrada and Mr. 
Mercado belonged to a nation- 
alist bloc in the Senate which 
in 1991 rejected a new bases 
treaty’ with Washington, forc- 
ing the closure of Subic naval 
base in 1992 and ending nearly 
a century of US. military pres- 
ence in the Philippines. 

Mr. Estrada defended his 
decision to support the VFA 


“As your president, I have 
the moral right to stand up for 
Philippine security today,'* Mr. 
Estrada told the Philippines 
Congress last week. 

Mr. Mercado said ratification 
was vital for national security 
because the country had no 
money to modernise its mili- 
tary. 

“It is critical for us to review 
our strategic plans so we would 
not be caught flat-footed.'* be 
told reporters. 

The previous government of 
Fidel Ramos approved a S2 bil- 
lion programme to modernise 
the ill-quipped armed forces 
but Mr. Estrada suspended it 
saying Mr. Ramos had left him 
with an empty Treasury. 

The Philippine Journal news- 
,paper predicted rough sailing 
for the VFA 

“Undoubtedly, the agree- 
ment is expected to generate 
acrimonious debate, specially 
over provisions granting 
immunity to American 
troops...," it said in an editorial 
Sunday. 

“Sovereignly™ seems to 
have suffered a steep devalua- 
tion alongside the peso," polit- 
ical analyst Renaio 
Constantino wrote in the 
Manila Bulletin, referring to 
the country's weakened cur- 
rency. 
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Cambodia’s election results 
still in limbo a week after voting 
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PREK HO, Cambodia (AP) 

— Cambodia's National 
Election Committee Sunday 
feted observers and other par- 
ticipants in last week's polls, 
but made do progress in deliv- 
ering a fina) vote tally or 
resolving complaints about 
election fraud. 

The country’s currency, 
"however, continued strength- 
ening in an apparent indicator 
of public confidence that the 
country is. heading towards 
political stability after last 
Sunday’s general election. 

' - Shopkeepers Sunday morn- 
ing were quoting an exchange 
rate of 3400 riels to the U.S. 
dollar compared to a short- 
term low of about 4,300 just 
before the election. 

A cultural show was held at 
the home just outside the cap- 
ital of committee chairman 
Chheng Pbon “to thank the 
foreign and national observers 
who have contributed so 
much to the success of the 
Cambodian elections." 

Representatives from the 
United Nations, the European 
Union, and foreign diplomats 

— whose countries provided 
. over $34 milli on in assistance 
for the elections — joined 
international observers in the 
'nooning's ceremony of 
thanks. 

* Most of the groups repre- 
senting 700 international elec- 
tion observers certified die 
polls as fee and fair enough to 
•be cotsideied legitimate even 
though no final results have 
yetbemissued. 

Tbave the feeling and hope 
tirai a new chapter was opened 
the bode of Cambodia’s 
kmg history" said Sven 
Under; the chief observer for 


the European Union, which 
donated over $11.5 million. 

The elections were held one 
year after Cambodian leader 
Hun Sen ousted Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh as his 
co-premier in a violent coup, 
shattering a tense dual pre- 
miership formed after U.N.- 
sponsored elections in 1993. 

Prince Ranariddh's FUNC- 
INPEC party is the main 
opposition grouping. 

“A year ago we weren’t sure 
we would make it to elections, 
let alone free and fair elec- 
tions,” said Gordon 
Longmuir, Canada’s ambas- 
sador, adding that he was 
“proud" his country had been 
able to participate in the 
process. 

The National Election 
Committee Sanmday released 
preliminary official results for 
just seven of 23 constituencies 
but said that the final tally 
would be delayed because the 
figures from various com- 
munes and provinces were 
being rechecked 

There are 122 parliamentary 
seats at stake, and from unof- 
ficial projections it appears 
that Hun Sen's ruling 
Camb odian People’s Party 
will win a majority’ of them 

The opposition parties, who 
have alleged election fraud, 
have asked for a recount in 
areas where they suspect 
irregularities. 

A~ statement from an inde- 
pendent Cambodian poll 
watching body, the Neutral 
and Impartial Committee for 
Free Elections in Cambodia, 
listed several otherwise 
nnpublidsed incidents of 
manipulation and fraud. 

The group, affiliated with 


the human rights organisation 
Ucadho, noted three violent 
election day incidents in the 
central province of Korn pong 
Cham, one the most heavily 
contested areas. 

In two districts, the group 
said in a statement issued 
Saturday, it appeared that peo- 
ple firing shots in the air dis- 
couraged others from voting, 
and in a third district a woman 
was shot dead early in the day. 

‘Initial reports indicate that 
voters were severely intimi- 
dared" by the shooting, it said. 

The group reported its 
observers had witnessed ai 
least one case of fraud in the 
southern province of Kara pot, 
where the chief of one polling 
station was seen inserting bal- 
lots into the ballot box after 
voting had dosed. 

In a counting station in 
Kampot, an official misread 
ballots in favour of one party 
although the ballots were 
marked for another party, it 
said. 

Benny Widyono, an observ- 
er representing Indonesia, said 
that the international commu- 
nity had done its job by ensur- 
ing thai the polls were vio- 
lence-free and thai Cambodia 
would have to iron out prob- 
lems that have since surfaced. 

"We cannot micro-manage 
the problems of even’ coun- 
try" said Mr. Widyono. for- 
merly the UN. secretary gen- 
eral’s representative in 
Cambodia. 

Co-Prime Minister Hun Sen 
meanwhile responded to 
another concern Saturday, 
calling on his security forces 
not to terrorise members of 
the opposition in acts of polit- 
ical revenge. 


U.N. team leaves Kabul 
empty-handed after aid talks fail 


KABUL (AFP) — A 
United Nations delegation 
Sunday quit the Afghan 
capital, conceding the fail- 
ure of talks with the hard- 
line Taleban militia aimed 
at securing the return of 
expelled foreign aid 
groups. 

U.N. humanitarian coor- 
dinator for Afghanistan 
Bronek Szynalski said he 
had to leave Kabul with 
“disappointment" as the 
strict Muslim Taleban 
authorities left no avenue 
open for the return of non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs). 

"We unfortunately were 
not given too much of an 
option to discuss the alter- 
natives for the NGOs’ 
eventual return. It was very 
disappointing for us." Mr. 
Szynalski told journalists. 

Foreign NGOs. who sup- 
ply the bulk of humanitari- 


an assistance to Kabul, 
were expelled from the 
capital when they refused 
to accept an order forcing 
them to relocate to a dilap- 
idated compound. 

Now only the U.N. and 
the International Red Cross 
remain in Kabul. 

“We wanted to tackle the 
issue of NGOs’ relocation. 
Since that issue could not 
be tackled in discussions 
yesterday (Saturday), we 
felt that we are not making 
any progress," Mr. 
Szylanski explained. 

He also described how 
the religious militia had 
explained their concerns 
over the presence of 
around 20 aid groups in the 
capital to the five-member 
U.N.-led delegation. 

“Mostly we were faced 
witb a set of statements on 
the problems that the 
NGOs cause in this country 


which is obviously an issue 
of concern for the 
Taleban," he noted. 

However Mr. Szynalski 
admitted the cumbersome 
U.N. could not work with- 
out smaller aid groups in 
the capital, warning of 
“terrible consequences on 
the population of Kabul." 

Saying the Taleban were 
“tough negotiators”, Mr. 
Szynalski hoped that the 
talks could resume soon in 
view of comments made by 
the Taleban 's Planning 
Minister and chief negotia- 
tor Qari Din Mohammad, 
in which he said he “hoped 
for a solution of the crisis.” 
• However the Taleban's 
planning minister placed 
the blame for the talks' 
breakdown squarely on the 
visiting team, saying they 
had left to attend “emer- 
gency business outside the 
country.” 


Conceding current dead- 
lock between the two sides, 
Mr. Szynalski said he 
believed negotiations 
would take time. 

“Experience has shown 
us that talking with the 
Taleban requires more 
patience.” he noted. 

The crisis is the culmina- 
tion of two years of tight 
restrictions on aid delivery 
following the Taleban 
takeover of the city, where 
agency activities have 
come under increasing 
pressure from the militia. 

Most foreign aid workers 
say they have no doubt the 
relocation ultimatum was 
little more than an indirect 
expulsion order, aimed at a 
community highly critical 
of the Muslim militia's 
policies banning work and 
education for women and 
restricting female access to 
health care. 


Large areas of Kabul 
have already felt the 
impact of the pull-out, with 
tens of thousands of resi- 
dents without running 
water and medical facili- 
ties facing shortages of 
•medicines. 

For their pan, the U.N. 
secured a continued pres- 
ence in the Taleban-held 
two-thirds of Afghanistan 
by signing a controversial 
deal with the purist 
Muslim movement. 

The agreement concedes 
that female access to health 
and education will “need to 
be gradual,” and allows the 
militia to have a say in the 
employment of local staff. 

The agreement drew a 
storm of criticism from 
human rights groups which 
accused the U.N. of aban- 
doning the principle of the 
universality of gender 
rights. 


Taleban army 
takes key 
northern town 


KABUL (AP.) — 

Afghanistan’s Taleban 
fighters captured the strong- 
hold of warlord Gen. Rashid 
I Dostum Sunday, Taleban 
I and opposition sources said, 

] putting the religious militia 
j on the doorstep of the main 
l headquarters of the opposi- 
= non coalition. 

Spokesman Abdul Hay 
; Muttmayan, speaking by 
j telephone from Taleban 
; headquarters in the southern 
1 city of Kandahar, had few 
! details on the battle for 
i Shebergan- A day * earlier, 
. Taleban officials claimed to 
j be just 100 kilometres 
; across flat desert from the 
‘ town where Gen. Dostum 
had assembled an arsenal of 
j tanks, fighter jets and other 
! equipment. 

Aztzullah Shasaq, a 
i spokesman for the Hezb-e- 
i Wahdat militia, one of Gen. 

• Dostum’s partners, con- 
■ firmed Shebergan had fall- 
: en. Mr. Shasaq said Gen. 

1 Dostum had retreated south 
| to the nearby town of 
. Saritul and reported by 

• satellite phone late Sunday 
! that he had suffered few 
: casualties and that fighting 
: continued. 

! Mullah ’Omar, another 
' Taleban spokesman, said his 
| fighters had captured many 
: opposition soldiers, but he 
| had no figures. The next 
: Taleban target is likely to be 
, the key city of Mazar-i- 


Shaiif, about 1 00 kilometres 
east of Shebergan. Mullah 
Omar said Taleban fighters 
were already making gains 
around Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Mr. Shasaq said Mazar-i- 
Sharif was calm. Taleban 
fighters had briefly held 
Mazar-i-Sharif last May, but 
retreated after street battles, 
mostly with Hezb-i- 
Wahadat fighters, that left 
several hundred of Taleban 
fighters dead. 

It is believed that as many 
as 2,000 Taleban soldiers 
who were taken prisoner in 
that fighting were later mas- 
sacred. Taleban officials 
have reported advances in 
recent days through neigh- 
bouring Faryab. a remote 
province from where inde- 
pendent reports have been 
unavailable. 

Fighting has been fierce in 
Faryab since early July, 
with both sides claiming the 
upper hand as the anti- 
TaJeban coalition struggles 
to hold onto its last shreds 
of territory. 

The Taleban religious 
mili tia, which rules in most 
of Afghanistan, has 
imposed a strict version of 
Islamic law in territory it 
controls. The anti-Taleban 
coalition is mostly made up 
of Afghanistan’s minority 
ethnic and religious groups, 
factions that sometimes 
fight each other as well as 
the Taleban army. 


New Japanese premier 
struggling to convince voters 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
new Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi has run into immediate 
public disapproval over blun- 
ders by ministers in his first 
days in office, according to'sur- 
veys published Sunday. 

Only one third of Japanese 
voters support Mr. Obuchi, 
who took over from Ryu taro 
Hashiraoto last Thursday to 
take on the battle to save the 
economy and debt-ridden 
financial system, the surveys 
showed. 

More than half of those 
polled disapproved of Mr. 
Obuchi’s government and 
about 70 per cent did not 
believe it would pull the 
world’s second-biggest econo- 
my out of recession. 

Mr. Obuchi huddled with his 
aides Sunday, preparing for a 
policy speech which he is to 
deliver next Friday, presum- 
ably focusing on permanent 
income and corporate tax cuts 
worth more than six trillion yen 
($42 billion). 

'T am still studying,” the 61- 
y ear-old premier told reporters 
after the afternoon session 
when asked what he would tell 
the people. 

Tile weekend polls by the 
mass-circulation Yomiuri 
newspaper and the TV Asahi 
network — although covering 
limited random samples of 
1,000 each — may have a far- 
reaching impact on the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) which faces growing 
pressure for early general elec- 
tions. 

“We cannot afford any time 
to spare for elections now” 


chiefcabinet secretary Hirorau 
Nonaka said in a television talk 
show Sunday. 

“The ruling and opposition 
parties should work together to 
tide over the national crisis. I 
think it is the responsibility of 
politicians.” 

Mr. Hashimoto stepped 
down after an upper house 
electoral disaster blamed on his 
reluctant promises of tax cuts 
and other belated economic 
stimulus measures. 

Mr. Obuchi had problems 
with some ministers almost 
immediately after his election 
as premier. 

Agriculture Minister Shoichi 
Nakagawa. 45, said Friday he 
had doubts about the existence 
of “comfort women” sex slaves 
forced by the Japanese 
Imperial Army to serve front- 
line soldiets during World War 
IL 

He subsequently retracted the 
comment which agitated party 
leaders and sparked media 
protests in South Korea where 
most of the women came from. 

Kenji Manabe, 63. the state 
minister for environmental 
affairs, then told reporters that 
nuclear power was not a source 
of "clean energy," running 
against the official state view. 

Finally. Posts and 
Telecommunications Minister 
Seiko Noda criticised the pur- 
chase of shares with postal sav- 
ings funds to bolster Japanese 
stock markets. 

"I do not want to see it done 
while I am in office." said Ms. 
Noda, 37. the only woman in 
the cabinet, fuelling worries of 
a possible market reaction. 


Mr. Obuchi’s “economic 
revival cabinet" had already 
made a shaky start after com- 
ments by 78-year-old Finance 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, a 
former premier, who helped 
draft bills to rescue the finance 
sector, and popular economist 
Taichi Sakaiya. 

Mr. Miyazawa sent the yen 
falling against the dollar Friday, 
the morning after his appoint- 
ment as finance minister, when 
he expressed caution toward 
intervention in foreign 
exchange markets. 

Mr. Sakaiya, the state minis- 
ter for economic planning, was 
bold enough to call for a down- 
ward revision of the govern- 
ment's economic growth target 
of 1.9 per cent for the year to 
next March. 

The premier got an approval 
rating of 33. 1 per cent against a 
disapproval rate of 52.0 per 
cent .in the Yomuri newspaper 
poll of 936 voters. 

Only 11.9 per cent believed 
the Obuchi government can 
deliver on its pledge to refloat 
the economy. 

TV Asahi network said only 
29.2 per cent of 1,000 viewers 
it polled approved the new gov- 
ernment and 55.2 percent were 
againsL Only 12 per cent were 
convinced by economic mea- 
sures to be " taken by Mr. 
Obuchi. 

The poll showed that 660 
would vote for Naoto Kan, 
bead of the main opposition 
Democratic Party, if rules were 
changed to allow the election 
of a premier by popular vote. 
Mr. Obuchi had support from 
only 146. 
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Crucial matter 


THE CURRENT dispute within the 
Greek Orthodox community over 
the patriarchate's alleged sale of 
lands in Jerusalem and Palestine to 
Israelis deserves thorough investi- 
gation. 

Lea vi rig such an issue unresolved, 
with accusations and justifications 
bandied about, would not only 
infringe upon the integrity and 
unity of our Christian communities, 
but it would also be highly detri- 
mental to the Palestinians' struggle 
to regain their occupied lands. 

Palestinians and Arabs, both 
Muslims and Christians, must be 
fully aware of all aspects of the cru- 
cial issue of real estate in Palestine. 

While Patriarch Deodoros I has 
said that the patriarchate has only 
leased, and not sold, lands, mem- 
bers of Arab Greek Orthodox com- 
munities from various countries 
have contended that the lease of 
plots of land to Israelis for many 
decades or even longer periods dif- 
fered little from actual sale. 

Both parties have recently called 
for the formation of a special com- 
mittee to thoroughly investigate the 
issue. 

Deodoros I has recently asked His 
Majesty King Hussein to take the 
situation in his hands and establish 
a committee himself. 

The King's strenuous efforts to 
safeguard the holy places in 
Jerusalem makes him the most 
qualified person to handle this mat- 
ter. We hope a special investigation 
committee will see the light soon, 
for the sake of unity and reconcilia- 
tion between brothers. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i’s Failed Fanck discu^'-ed the Jcci.initi>-«iis mjdc by 
(JiJ Jemsifen; Ccuiniiihv ol Mamie ■'Me* He sud die voni- 
:n:fkv’ v - ■•larenienfs will never He taken cn^U'-ly h> any 
enunlry rn the world. According to Pr. Fanck. the countries 
u I tic h iwicd (hose tfaiemcnts do not agree »>n genera! polit- 
ick stand-. He said most of the non-Arab M.iinic countries", 
••uch a-. Senegal. Niger. Indonesia and Mauritania. do not 
lane .m interest or n-le in the Jerusalem question. The com- 
mittee statement urged countries which haie relations with 
Israel not to muse their diplomatic missions from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem, he said. Dr. Fanek sj;J the committee also 
called on the Vatican not to recognise Jerusalem -as the cap- 
ital i>!' Israel. He said countries act depending on their 
jutionai interests, and will eventually ignore such state- 
ment-. Dr. Fanck said the only decision which might be of 
si ’in* ■ value is establishing a fund created by grants rccei'-ed 
lioni the Arabic and Islamic ciHintric-. The arm of' this fund 
is to buy kind and build houses ro corr.bal Israel's settlement 
expansions. Dr. Fanek said. 


Al Dustour’s Oreih Rintawi discus-ed the Egyptian 
stand 'in the Middle East peace process. Rintawi said 
nne can easily notice how pessimistic l lie Egyptian lead- 
ership is about the success of the peace talks between 
the Palestinian National Auihonty iPNAi and Israel. 
The writer said senior Egyptian officials show m ihcir 
statements Egypt's deep concern about die staiemaic in 
the resumption of talks between the PNA and IsmcI. He 
said he supported Egypt in its stand, adding that Cairo 
has the right to feel the way it docs because of Israel's 
procrastination policies in the Middle East. Rintawi 
said the radical government of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu puts the peace process at the bot- 
tom of its list of priorities. Netanyahu is more con- 
eerned about keeping his coalition intact, and munitor- 
inn the opposition and results ot polls of voters which 
could determine the winner of the next Israeli elections, 
he added. The peace process was never a strategic 
option to the Israeli leadership. said Rintawi. 
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Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Antidumping and the free trade paradox 


THE TRUTH is finally out: globalisation is not for the 
faint-hearted - the meek and small economies shall not 
inherit the earth, or anything else for that matter'. The 
big economies shall continue to reap the benefits of 
trade, while the small ones may have to rely on the kind- 
ness and mercy of the former. At least, seemingly, this is 
the line that the billboards on the global free trade super- 
highway have been advertising for some time now. 

Large countries can and do wield the ancillary 
weapons of free trade to counter trade expansion and 
growth. The receot antidumping measures that were 
imposed by the EU on imports of gray cotton from 
China. India. Egypt. Indonesia. Pakistan and Ttirkey are 
an example of this phenomenon. In another case, still in 
relation to the EU market, but acting from within the 
framework of the World Trade Organisation, a lobby 
comprised of the U.S. and five other countries is threat- 
ening the export of bananas from several Caribbean 
countries to the EU: Small economies in the Caribbean 
stand to lose half of their GDP, which is generated from 
their banana exports, as a result of this move. 

Clearer still, the message of free trade has become 
even more pronounced — if a small country wishes to 
reap the benefits of trade, the large countries must be 
willing to allow her to do so. Regardless of agreements 
among countries, it is the altruism or goodwill of the 
large country that matters. To play with the big boys, 
regional associations have a greater chance of success- 
fully controlling their trade which is why the goals of a 
country like Jordon are best realised when negotiated 
through a coalition effort such as the Arab Free Trade 
Area or the Arab Free Market. 


Incidents of imposing technical trade barriers are nei- 
ther new nor unique. In 1996 alone, the EU and the U.S. 
launched 25 and 21 antidumping investigations, respec- 
tively. Because the penalties on offenders of trade bans 
are severe, importers in the EU usually boycott the tar- 
geted country's imports once (he investigation is 
announced, thus causing immediate and irreparable 
damage to smaller countries before the verdict is out. Of 
these investigations, the EU and the U.S.-imposed puni- 
tive measures in 23 and 1 6 of the import cases, respec- 
tively. 

Since the inception of the GATT and its successor the 
WTO, the use of tariffs and quotas has been decreasing 
worldwide. Conversely and concomitantly (this is well 
documented in the economic literature on trade) the use 
of technical barriers has expanded. The popularity of the 
antidumping measures has also been on the rise in recent 
years. Total antidumping measures imposed by the EU 
and the U.S. still in force by the end of 1996 were 143 
and 298, respectively. 

These measures have been used over time to levy 
duties on many products, including: microchips, office 
equipment, televisions, machinery, footwear, and miner- 
als. Furthermore, some countries have become vehe- 
ment supporters of these technical barriers to trade. In 
the EU. France and Portugal consistently vote for the 
imposition of antidumping duties. Some members of the 
EU use them to bargain with other members in a barter 
system where a vote in support of one antidumping mea- 
sure is traded for another. 

So what can developing countries do? Developing 
nations worldwide were convinced during the Uruguay 


Round that the former GATT which m 1995 became one 
of the body of agreements administered by die World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) was no longer a nch-counoy 
club and that free trade, not protectionism, was the opti- 
mal fundamental principle that should be espoused. 
However as more Ministerial Rounds (.top plenary 
meetings of the WTO) take place, small countries realise 
that free trade is a myth that should be approached with 

tremendous readiness. , .. . 

It has become evident that forming large coalmens is 
the only way for small countries to create greater bar- 
gaining power. As for Jordan, this rule is particularly 
applicable in the case of trade with countries m the 
region, such as Israel, whose market size is several times 
greater than that of the Jordanian economy and whose 
altruism mav not be explicitly discerned. 

Can a small country like Jordan impose antidumping 
duties on the imports of a big country? Theoretically the 
answer is yes. All one has to do is prove discriminatory 
pricing — the sale of a good in Jordan at a lower price 
than elsewhere. In practice however, the imposition of 
antidumping measures would be highly unlikely, unless 
of course Jordan acts from within a trade block. 

There is a silver lining — the Arab countries are 
increasingly coming to the realisation that they should 
form a trade block among themselves, not out of broth- 
erly love or some symbolic tie but out of the need to 
trade freely in the new world economy. This should be 
achieved with the same efficacy and speed that were 
used by some of these countries in joining the WTO; the 
underpinning logic should be. it might be too late to 
wait. 



The hypocrisy of it all 


By Noam Chomsky 


BILL CLINTON'S claim 
that “human rights” has 
become “the soul of our for- 
eign policy" is a transparent 
fraud, obviously designed to 
restore discipline and obedi- 
ence after the Vietnam war. 
and accepted as legitimate, 
indeed holy, by virtually the 
entire Western intellectual 
class. The lead story in the 
New York Times, reporting 
Clinton's recent call for 
China's leaders to protect 
human rights, was headlined 
“President Terms Certain 
Rights ’Universal'.” The 
qualification ‘certain rights’ 
is accurate. The generally 
accepted human rights stan- 
dard is the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights tUD). considered 
‘customary international 
law' in U.S. Courts. But con- 
trary to much rhetoric, the 
U.S. takes a highly relativist 
stand concerning the UD: 
even formally, it upholds 
only 'certain rights' of those 
enumerated. Specifically, the 
U.S. regards the socio-eco- 
nomic rights of the I'D as 
having no status. Thev are. in 


the words of U.N. 
Ambassador Jeanne 

Kirkpatrick, “a letter to 
Santa Claus”: “Neither 

nature, experience, nor prob- 
ability informs these lists of 
‘entitlements', which are 
subject to no constraints 
except those of the mind and 
appetite of their authors.” 

For similar reasons, the 
U.S. has rejected the U.N. 
Declaration or. the Right to 
Development, which upholds 
“the right of individuals, 
groups, and peoples to par- 
ticipate in. contribute to. and 
enjoy continuous economic, 
social, cultural and political 
development, in which all 
human rights and fundamen- 
tal freedoms can be fully 
realised.” These are not 
rights. Washington's ambas- 
sador informed the U.N. 
Commission on Human 
Rights: the proposals “seem 
preposterous" and even “a 
dangerous incitement." The 
U.S. alone vetoed the decla- 
ration. thus effectively 
rescinding Article 25 of the 
UD. which spells out these 
rights. And indeed. U.S. 
practices are shaqriy incon- 
sistent with the >ocio-eec" 

nnmic provision-- of the UD. 

In fact, the U.S. officially 
exempts itself from all provi- 
sions of the UD by refusing 
to sign the enabling conven- 
tions designed to implement 
these provisions. The 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, for example, has 
been ratified by all countries 
apart from the U.S. and 
Somalia. What is more, the 
few conventions that have 
been ratified are deemed 
inapplicable in the U.S. That 
is no small matter Human 
rights organisations have 
repeatedly' painted out that 
U.S. criminal justice and 
penal practices are in viola- 
tion of international conven- 
tions. as are many of its 
labour practices. 

Unlike the case of the 
socio-economic provisions, 
the U.S. claims to uphold the 


civil and political rights enu- 
merated in the UD. But these 
are subject to certain unilat- 
eral qualifications. In the 
U.S., the most famous of 
these provisions is Article 
13(2). which states that 
"Everyone has the right to 
leave any country, including 
his own" Before the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, this 
principle was invoked every 
year on Human Rights Day 
(December 10). with demon- 
strations and indignant con- 
demnations of the USSR for 
its refusal to allow Jews to 
leave. Routinely omitted on 
these occasions, however, 
was the phrase which fol- 
lows: “and to return to his 
country.” The significance of 
the omitted words was 
spelled out on December 1 1, 
1948. the day after the LID 
was ratified, when the 
General Assembly unani- 
mously passed Resolution 
194, which affirms the right 
of Palestinians to return to 
their homes or receive com- 
pensation if they choose not 
to return. 

Also omitted was the fact 
that those exhorting the 
Soviet tyrants to observe 
Article 1 3(2 1 were its most 
dedicated opponents. This 
annual rite symbolises quite 
accurately elite attitudes 
towards the universality of 
human rights: Rights are 
operative when the powerful 
so declare, an elementary 
principle that is concealed 
with impressive displays of 
hypocrisy and falsification. 

It is to Clinton's credit that 
he removed the hypocrisy in 
this particular case. At the 
December 1993 U.N. ses- 
sion. the Ginton administra- 
tion reversed official policy, 
joining with Israel for the 
first time in opposing U.N. 
194. As is the norm, there 


was no report or comment. 
But at least the inconsistency 
is behind us: the first half of 
Article 13*2) has lost its rel- 
evance. and Washington now 
officially rejects its second 
half. The U.S. also rejects 
Article 14 of the UD. which 
declares that “Everyone has 
the right to seek and to enjoy 
in other countries asylum 
from persecution.’* Again the 
rationale of the U.S. stance is 
easy to see. To mention only 
one case, for 20 years the 
U.S. has virtually blockaded 
Hjiti. forcing fleeing 
refugees back to the hands of 
brutal torturers and murder- 
ers. who were generally 
backed, openly or tacitly, by 
Washington. 

Within the rich industrial 
societies themselves, human 
rights protection is generally 
high bv comparative stan- 
dards. the more serious vio- 
lations have to do with 
behaviour beyond the bor- 
ders. The most extreme are 
direct participation in hor- 
rendous atrocities, and sup- 
port for them: for example, 
Washington’s Indochina 
wars, which left millions 
dead and three countries in 
ruins, with thousands still 
dying every year from unex- 
ploded ordnance and the 
effects of chemical warfare; 
or the U.S. wars in Central 
America in the ‘80s. which 


left hundreds of thousands of 
tortured and mutilated vic- 
tims and millions of 
refugees. widows, and 
orphans. In this case, the 
U.S. dismissed with con- 
tempt the ruling of the World 
Court ordering it to terminate 
its “unlawful use of force'* 
and pay substantia] repara- 
tions to the victims. 

According to Lars 
Schoultz, the leading acade- 
mic specialist on the U.S. 
and human rights in Latin 
America. U.S. aid “has tend- 
ed to flow disproportionately 
to Latin American govern- 
ments which torture their cit- 
izens. [...] to the hemi- 
sphere's relatively egregious 
violators of fundamental 
human rights.” The same pat- 
tern continues under Clinton: 
the leading recipient of U.S. 
military aid and training is 
Colombia, where the mili- 
tary and its paramilitary 
associates are compiling a 
shocking human rights 
record, the worst in the hemi- 
sphere. 

Further afield, the U.S. 
(along with the U.K. and oth- 
ers) supported Saddam 
Hussein with enthusiasm 
throughout his worst atroci- 
ties. only turning against him 
when he disobeyed orders — 
and then supporting him 
again as he slaughtered 
rebelling Shi’ites immediate- 
ly after the Gulf War. In 
Indonesia. Suharto came to 
power in 1 965 with the mas- 
sacre of hundreds of thou- 
sands of people, mostly land- 
less peasants, a "staggering 
mass slaughter” in the words 
of the New York Times, 
which went on to praise the 
“moderates" who had 
brought about this "gleam of 
light in Asia", thus joining in 
the applause that resounded 
across the political spectrum 
for the worst massacre since 
(he Holocaust. 

Suharto proceeded to com- 
pile one of the world's worst 
human rights records, invad- 
ing and illegally annexing 
East Timor while killing per- 
haps a quarter of its popula- 
tion. always with strong 
Western support. Meanwhile 
he turned his rich country 
into a "paradise for 
investors." who were hin- 
dered only by the rampant 
corruption. The Clinton 
administration hailed 
Suharto as “our kind of guy" 
when he visited Washington. 
As in the case of Saddam. 
Mobutu. Ccauccscu. Marcos. 
Duvalicr, Somoza. Trujillo 
and a long list of other gang- 
sters and killers, Suharto lost 
favour in Washington only 
when he no longer per- 
formed his assigned role, 
losing the capacity to control 
the population, 

This is only the tip of the 
iceberg. It makes good sense 
for people to demand and 
struggle for the rights that 
are officially proclaimed, 
and typically used by the 
powerful as a weapon 
against others. They should 
do so, however, without illu- 
sions about power systems 
and those who serve them. 


— Al Ah ram 


Letters 


Messages to King Hussein 


To the editor: 


To the editor: 


IT WAS reassuring to Jordanians and so 
many other people throughout the world 
to see and hear His Majesty King 
Hussein speak from the Mayo Clinic in 
the U.S. He gives us comfort, security 
and hope and he is a true King who cares 
for his people and is a firm believer in 
God's will. 

We suffer the bitter feeling of your 
absence, but our hope in our God "the 
Almighty" is unshaken. . 


Mazen Al Tamimi 
Amman 


To the editor: 


1 AM currently in Toronto. Canada. My 
family lives in Amman. Jordan. I read 
the Jordan Times everyday on the 
Internet. Your publication and web-site 
are excellent. I am writing to wish His 
Majesty King Hussein a positive recu- 
peration. I remember His Majesty 
telling me. “in life, certain circum- 
stances can either make you or break 
you." I am positive this unfortunate cir- 
cumstance in His Majesty's life will 
continue to make and strengthen 
Jordan's extraordinary Monarch, now 
and in the future. God Bless. Your 
Majesty, you arc in my prayers. 
Wishing Her Majesty Queen Noor and 
the Royal Family and all Jordanians best 
wishes and continued courage and 
strength. 


Omar Hashem 
Toronto. Canada 
chashcm@torunto.com 


To the editor: 


AS AN Israeli Jew I am impelled to 
express my heartfelt wishes for His 
Majesty King Hussein’s speedy 
recovery to health. I also would like 
to tell Queen Noor, Crown Prince 
Hassan and the Jordanian people of 
the great number of Israelis who have 
been feeling genuine anxiety at the 
prospect of the King's illness. You 
should know that, when it comes to 
His Majesty King Hussein, many, if 
not most. Jews feel emotions that arc 
perhaps as strong as yours. 

If I could speak to the King. 1 
would say: Your Majesty, please 
carry on! You are one of the only 
leaders in ihe region who can help us 
through these difficult times. You 
have the trust, the knowledge and the 
skill to lead us to a place where we 
and our children, and you and your 
people's children, will be able to live 
peacefully and prosperously along- 
side one another. You must carry on, 
because you are trusted by us 
Israelis. Our present Israeli leaders 
can't help because they’ve squan- 
dered whatever credibility they may 
have once had. Only you command 
enormous respect on both sides of the 
Jordan River, and it lends you a 
unique moral prestige. 

1 am living in the U.S. for a sfion- 
time. and my Jewish friends here feel 
the same way that we do back home. 

I thought it might cheer Your Majesty 
to know that, in a Synagogue in 
Boston. Massachusetts, the Jewish 
congregation said a special prayer for 
your health. We all hope our prayer 
will be answered, and that you will 
indeed carry’ on for years to come! 


ON BEHALF of all the Circassians 
around me here in the U.S. please con- 
vey my bc.sf wishes and my prayers to 
His Majesty King Hussein for a speedv 
recovery. 

We arc all praying to GihJ that His 
Majesty will return to Amman soon. 
King Hussein will always be our leader 
even after living 35 years in the U.S. 

We rhe Hakonz family will always 
remain loyal to our King. We wish him 
the best. God bless the King. 


Gregg (“Gershori") Sueirsoo 
Boston, MA USA 
Bet Herat, Israel 

gregg I <s- alumni.ksg.harvard.edu 


To the editor: 


Samir A hdullah Hakooz, 
’• P. Ca Nidus Technologies. Inc. 


To our loyal King Hussein 
To our loyal hero. 

To the editor: 


EVEN THOUGH times have been 
lough, through them all you have always 
led us to the right side. We pray that you 
will recover very soon and see vou lead- 
ing us again to victory. 


THANK YOU for putting the Jordan 
Times on the web. I appreciate the 
thoughtful, well written articles; they 
allow me to keep up with events in 
Jordan, a country that has captured 
my deep interest, despite the fact that 
I have yet to visit it. 

The news of the illness of your 
King Hussein, one of the most 
uniquely important individuals in the 
world today, filled me with much 
sadness. 

I know I speak for many non-Arabs 
around the globe when I say dial we 
pray for his swift and complete 
recovery. 


Your children. 


Mais, Samar and Sara Sukkar 
Perth, West Austin I in 
hana@nw.com.au 


T. Keta Hodgson 
Los Angeles, California 
USA 


tketa@earthiink.net 
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Pella region tombs survey documents hundreds 
of mysterious ancient megalithic structures 


i^fiy 

VA Jordan Times Seri&s^ 


THIS YEAR’S second full 
field season of the Pella 
Hinterland Tomb Project, 
an extensive walking sur- 
vey in a small forested area 
of' north-west Jordan, has 
resulted in the identifica- 
tion of a substantial collec- 
tion of ancient megalithic 
tomb structures, including 
some that are known 
nowhereelse in the world 
Among the most mysteri- 
ous and fascinating monu- 
ments to reach us from our 
ancient ancestors, these 
tombs include dolmens, 
megalithic tombs, cairns or 
tumuli, nibble tombs, 
. standing stone monuments, 

■ or menhirs, caves, and 
other such remains. Most of 
them are not well dated, 
which only adds to the 
aDure of their mystery. 

The 1998 Pella Hinter- 
land Tomb Survey was con- 
ducted by six archaeolo- 
gists directed by Ms. Fiona 
Baker, a British national 
and Ph.D. candidate at 
Durham University in the 
United Kingdom. Her inter- 
est in the rich tomb fields 
around die Pella region was 
• sparked by her participation 
in the wider Pella Hinter- 
land Survey Project of 
-1994-1996 that has been 
directed by Dr. Pamela 
Watson and Dr. Margaret 
O’Hea. 

j In 1996 Baker first inten- 
sively documented two 
tombfields that had been 
discovered in 1995, and this 
year her team surveyed a 
1 . 2 -square-kilometre 
region around the Juffayn 
Forest, located north-east of 
Pella. The Pella Hinterland 
Tomb Project aims to create 
a rigorously tested typology 
for the tombs of the region 
t$ar could be applicable to 
,160 broader- Levant region. 

. Tte 1998 survey recorded 
a total of 465 archaeologi- 
cal sites. These included: 


• 160 dolmens, structures 
made of large cut stones 
usually comprising two, 
three or four upright stones 
covered by one horizontal 
stone: 

• 52 kerbed cairns: these 
appear like sprawling 
mounds or spreads of stone 
rubble within which are 
kerbed chambers, or rings 
of roughly circular or oval 
shaped stones filled with 
nibble; 

• 23 megalithic corbelled 
tombs; these are tombs 
made of large megalithic 
stones that are corbelled, 
that is every ascending 
course of stone projects 
slightly inwards, ultimately 
achieving a domed effect; 
the megalithic stones are 
smaller in size than the 
megaliths used to make 
dolmens: 

• 14 megalithic tombs; 4 

chambered cairns: 36 

standing stones/megalitbs: 
34 caves or possible cave 
tombs; 112 walls; 3 wine 


presses; 6 rock-cut basins; 
and 18 other sites such as 
cisterns, quarries, pottery 
sherd scatters, and one 
modem gun emplacement. 

The date of most of the 
tombs remains unknown. 
Excavated dolmens in other 
parts of Jordan, such as 
Damiyeh, generally date 
from the Early Bronze Age 
I (c. 3300-3000 B.C.), 
while excavated dolmens 
and megalithic tombs in the 
Israeli-occupied Syrian 
Golan Heights date from 
the Early Bronze Age IV or 
the Early Bronze-Middle 
Bronze transition period (c. 
2300-1900 B.C.). 

The large multi -cham- 
bered rubble cairns around 
Pella are not documented 
anywhere else in the Lev- 
ant. and none have been 
excavated to date, so their 
date cannot yet be deter- 
mined (they probably do 
exist elsewhere, but simply 
have not been recognised as 
tombs to date, given that to 


the casual eye they look 
like a haphazard scatter of 
stones suggesting field 
clearance, although on 
closer inspection individual 
chambers and kerbs can be 
determined. Some of the 
best preserved examples 
stand as high as 7 metres 
and measure c. 20 x 15 
metres). Surface pottery 
collected at one multi- 
chambered cairn dated 
from the EBIV period, 
though the only similar 
structure so far known that 
Baker had visited in the 
southern Jordan Valley had 
much earlier Chalcolithic 
pottery (c. 4500-3300 B.C.) 
associated with iL 
The wealth, variety, and 
good state of preservation 
of most of the recorded 
tombs “offers an exception- 
al opportunity to investi- 
gate the relationships 
between the different tomb 
types in both chronological 
and social terms," Baker 
said in a recent interview in 


Amman. 

One of the key issues to 
be determined is whether 
these different types of 
burials were used simulta- 
neously by a single cultural 
group or several different 
peoples who co-existed in 
the region, or rather repre- 
sent cemeteries that were 
used hundreds or thousands 
of years apart by very dif- 
ferent civilisations. The tra- 
dition of dolmen building 
may have endured for cen- 
turies. or over a millenni- 
um, during the 4th-3rd mil- 
lennia. 

One of the most intrigu- 
ing dimensions of the dol- 
mens is their location and 
possible relationships to 
routes used by transmigrant 
people, for scholars widely 
assume that dolmens were 
the burials of nomadic or 
semi-nomadic peoples; but 
this assumption is not iron- 
clad. as some dolmens in 
the north and south Jordan 
Valley regions are located 



One of the many dolmens documented in the Pella Hinterland Tomb Project (photo courtesy of Fiona Baker) 


near settled villages and 
towns. 

Most dolmens at Juffayn 
are oriented noithwest-to- 
southeast. looking towards 
the upper Jordan Valley and 
Lake Tiberias. Most but not 
all are built on relatively 
poor land that is not appro- 
priate for cultivation; are 
rectangular in shape; are 
blocked with .slabs at both 
ends; have platforms that 
result in a semi-concealed 
subterranean chamber, are 
usually clustered in groups 
that in turn are sometimes 
enclosed: and are usually 
located above 300 metres 
above sea level (asl) in the 
north of Jordan (in the 
south of Jordan the dol- 
mens occur at lower levels). 

The fact that few dolmens 
are found below around 
300 asl “may represent a 
cultural boundary of some 
kind,” Baker said. 

The presence of different 
tomb types together indi- 
cates that no type was con- 
sidered exclusive, she sug- 
gests. “If different people 
built different types of 
tombs there was not ani- 
mosity or a cultural divide 
that prevented the dead 
from being buried togeth- 
er" she adds, emphasising 
that only future excavations 
can answer who built these 
tombs, when they were 
built, and what are the rela- 
tionships, if any. among the 
different kinds of burials 
documented. 

The different construction 
methods and types that 
characterise the Juffayn 
dolmens hold out the 
promise of determining the 
history of the cemetery’s 
use. Equally important, and 
rare, is the presence within 
the same burial ground of 
megalithic corbelled tombs, 
kerbed cairns, and large 
tiered cairns, some of 
which may be multi-cham- 


bered. Future 
excavations 
could clarify if 
any relation- 
ships existed 
among these 
different kinds 
of tombs. 

Cairns (or 
rijms) and tumuli burials 
often appear like a pile of 
stones sticking up slightly 
above ground level, and 
most seem to date from the 
millennia between the 
Early Bronze Age and the 
Iron Age (4tb-ihrough- 1 st 
Millennia B.C.). Some 
filled cairns in southern 
Palestine seem to have 
been used for mortuary 
cults rather than for buri- 
als, and this may be the 
case here as well. 

One particularly signifi- 
cant tomb documented this 
year was a circular cairn 
with five layers of srepped 
or tiered kerbs and perhaps 
more than one burial 
chamber, located on tbe 
s ummi t of a hill and giving 
it the appearance of a 
tower, Baker said. Two 
particularly large rubble 
cairns identified this year 
measured 14x9 and around 
12 x 10 metres, one of 
which stood a metre high. 

Free-standing megalithic 
stones, or menhirs, were 
identified in the survey 
area. Some probably repre- 
sented unused megaliths 
for dolmens, while others 
were clearly set upright as 
menhirs, probably burial 
markers of some son. 
Baker hopes that plotting 
all the sites in the survey 
area will clarify any possi- 
ble relationships between 
the menhirs and sightlines 
between burial monuments 
and die surrounding land- 
scape. 

In one part of the survey 
area the team identified a 
line of six standing men- 



hirs along the edge of a 
spur of land, which Baker 
interprets as a boundary 
line lhai may have demar- 
cated an adjacent dolmen 
cemetery'. 

Most of the caves were 
filled with earth and thus 
their original use could not 
be determined without 
excavations. The many 
ancient walls in the survey 
area were mostly made of a 
single course of large lime- 
stone boulders, and most 
were probably boundary or 
field walls. Some ancient 
terracing was identified, 
along with two clear enclo- 
sures that may have been 
associated with dolmen 
fields. 

Baker hopes to excavate 
some of tbe tombs in the 
year 2000 . focusing on 
establishing a chronologi- 
cal relationship among the 
three main types of tombs 
at Juffayn — dolmens, 
megalithic corbelled 
tombs, and kerbed caims. 

The 1998 survey team 
comprised Fiona Baker, 
Ruth Ward. Paul Sharman, 
Rosey Button. Frank Mar- 
tin. and Department of 
.Antiquities representative 
Yousha el-Amri. The pro- 
ject has been conducted 
with the cooperation of the 
Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities, and has been 
funded to date by the 
British Institute at Amman 
for .Archaeology and His- 
tory. the Palestine Explo- 
ration Fund, the Seven Pil- 
lars of Wisdom Trust, and 
Wesibum Publishers Ltd. 


Draft report on water investigations confirms ‘dangerous’ substances in water supply from Lake Tiberias 



Table I 


The quantity of algae in water samples taken from different sources on July 16, 
199S as contained in the RSS table: 

Source 

green algae greenish blue algae 

total 

Wadi 
al Arab 

32 3 

35 

Yarmouk 

110 

no 

Daganya 

204.400 27000 

231000 


Following is the translated text of a 
draft report by the Lower House 
Agriculture and Water Committee on 
the findings of the Royal Scientific 
Society in its investigation of the 
water pollution problem plaguing the 
Amman municipality. The draft 
report was made available to Al Dus- 
tour daily. 

- HAVING STUDIED the RSS’s report 
on the testing of samples of water 
received from Zai water station and 
after examining the results of tests on 
water samples going into the station 
or coining out of it, the Agriculture 
and Water Committee held a meeting 
on Saturday, August L 1998 to dis- 
cuss the results. 

-The committee studied the results 
.of the tests conducted at the RSS lab- 
oratories between July 16 and 21,1998 
and is pleased to submit to the Lower 
House of Parliament its second report 
on this topic. The committee re- 
emphasises that this second report 
supports the contents of its previous 
report which provided indisputable 
proof of the cause of the problem. 

The .findings of this second report 
are as follows: 

The committee has studied the RSS 
report and the reports of specialists 
on tbe quality and the source of water 
coming from Daganya and which 
proved the presence of huge quanti- 
ties of algae as was proven in the 
RSS’s report based on tests conduct- 
ed on July 16, 1998 (Table I). 

In comparing the amounts of algae 
found in this water with those coming 
from the Wadi Arab and Yarmouk 
waters the committee has concluded 
beyond any shred of doubt that the 
huge amounts of organic substances 
were the root cause of the problem 
which prevented the station from 
conducting normal operations.The 

. additional .amounts of water which 
entered the station after operating the 
pumps in a ceremony held earlier this 
year have indeed further complicated 
the problem. 


Remarks 

— - The numbers, represent the 
amounts’ of algae for every three 
litres of water. 

'Hie. .figures from water samples 
ta ken from Daganya were at the rate 
of tmexubic" centimetre each. Based 
on this^atio we have unified the final 
figures for all the sources so as to 
®ake it easier for comparison.The 
committee has studied the statements 


and remarks of the minister of water 
and irrigation on television when he 
attributed the problem to an opera- 
tional error saying that he has formed 
a committee to conduct an investiga- 
tion to determine those responsible 
for the problem. 

The Agriculture and Water Com- 
mittee would like to point out that 
had the error been due to an opera- 
tional fault it could have occurred 
during an eight-hour shift and could 
have been dealt with by the employ- 
ees on the subsequent shift, and the 
problem would have ended there. But 
the committee has found that the sit- 
uation is totally different and that the 
problem has persisted on a very long 
period of time and that the water 
analysis is showing that larvae and 
worms were present in the water that 
came from the Zai station on July 29, 
I99S. Hence this was not an opera- 
tional error but a continuing error 
which is yet to be corrected. The 
causes are of a different nature. 

The committee would like to draw 
Parliament's attention to reports by 
specialists on the source of Daganya 
water issued July 1998 (Interim 
report ) concerning “transportation 
system project " chapter 4 page 9 in 
Table V. This report contains figures 
that shed light on the nature of the 
Daganya water, and we believe that 
the table provides extremely danger- 
ous figures, especially the figures 
referred to as (COD=23 PPM), 
COLI=I600, Fecal= 1600, and a high 
level of bromide of 3.4. pram 

This data leaves no doubt that the 
water quality is very close in charac- 
teristics to sewage water. 

Page 9, paragraph 2 of the RSS 
report states that “living organisms 
were found in the Daganya water.’ At 
the same time the committee draws 
attention to the fact that the minister 
of water and the water authority sec- 
retary general have been careful not 
to mention anything related to the 
quality of the water at its source in 
any way. 

The same report together with the 
attached photocopy on page 15. para- 
graph 3 states, “Tbe Lake Tiberias 
water which is saturated with bro- 
mide and which is being supplied 
through the Daganya pipelines 
should not be mixed with surface 
water but only with ground water." 

This means that any of tbe 
Daganya drinking water should not- 
be mixed with the King Abdullah 
Canal water. 

The committee studied a report 
from the World Health Organisation 


(WHO) specialists on the question of 
water which notes that: if there were 
an alternative source to the polluted 
water then this polluted water should 
not be used, but if there is no alterna- 
tive then it becomes necessary to take 
the choice of doing without this water 
or to accept the treated water with all 
its foul odour and taste. It is not nor- 
mal to see huge amounts of algae pre- 
sent in the water used for drinking 
purposes. The RSS report recom- 
mends that the concerned authorities 
always have an alternate emergency 
plan when need arises and in emer- 
gencies like human error or failure of 
die purification stations or water dis- 
tribution networks. The water should 
always be under strict control. 

Based on this report the committee 
calls for convening a specialised sci- 
entific team from this country with 
expertise in this particular subject to 
discuss the situation and provide a 
final decision and we call for doing 
without the Daganya waier for this 
year and putting our house in order 
for the next year. 

The committee believes that the 
situation is very' serious because of 
the continued presence of larvae that 
cause sickness and we call for the 
closure of the water gate that brings 
water through Daganya until the spe- 
cialists have reached a final decision 
independent of any influence from 
the minister of water and the secre- 
tary general of the Water Authority. 

The committee has noted from 
tables of the results of the RSS’s lab- 
oratory tests that the water still con- 
tained worms as of July 21 , and the 
committee has learnt that worms 
were still found in the drinking water 
until July 29. 

The committee stresses that it 
searched for the causes of the prob- 
lem and sought to prevent its recur- 
rence. and it sought to determine 
whether the water was fir for con- 
sumption. To form any conclusions it 
found that the following questions 


must be answered and the following 
tests conducted: 

a. The rate of methane concentra- 
tions, TRI Halo Methane, in water at 
the following locations 1) the Zai 
clear water 2) Dabouk water tower 
and the distribution towers, 3) the 
households tanks. 

The committee believes that these 
substances are a source of danger to 
public health and there is a need to 
know about their concentration in the 
water because such concentration 
continually increases. It also believes 
that the presence of chlorine and 
organic substances during hot sea- 
sons aggravates the situation. 

b. The results of the following 

tests: chemical oxygen demand 

(COD), biological oxygen demand 
(BOD) and total organic carbon 
(TOC) 

c. The results of tests on bacteria 
and viruses in the past eight weeks. 

The committee reasserts the need 
for a neutral laboratory which can 
receive samples of water, and test 
them chemically and biologically at 
intervals. Such a laboratory should 
serve as a reference in order to be 
certain of results. This matter should 
not be left solely to the Water 
Authority which has lost credibility. 

The Parliament Committee on 
Health and the Environment has tbe 
authority to supervise the laboratory 
tests. 

In revising the tables and the fig- 
ures, the committee has noticed that 
the report on the raw water at Zai did 
not mention whether the larvae 
counted were dead or- alive. We 
believe that the report considered 
them to be dead because it only men- 
tioned the presence of one living lar- 
vae by July 19. 

If this is so there is need for thor- 
ough study to find tbe causes that led 
to die worms’ death. Since the worms 
are dead we believe ibar the chemical 
substances found in the water caused 
their demise. Here we would like to 


know what chemicals caused the 
worms’ death before they entered the 
purification station. 

The committee has learnt that 
ClOo has been used instead of chlo- 
rine. If this is so then this substance 
tends to reduce the methane com- 
pound in the drinking water. This also 
means that a problem exists, and the 
committee insists on learning about 
the rate of methane concentration 
THM. The committee also draws 
attention to the fact that the use of 
this substance carries the risk of the 
formation of chemical substances 
like CIOo and CIO 3 in the treated 
water. These are poisonous and dan-, 
gerous substances. 

The committee emphasises that the 
method of drawing the Yarmouk and 
Mukhaiba waters is unsafe and 
wrong. This is because the water 
originates from surface and running 
water which becomes polluted dur- 
ing its course before it undergoes 
purification and treatment at the sta- 
tion through the use of chemical sub- 
stances. 

The committee believes that draw- 
ing water through pipes to the Deir 
AUa station is in the long run less 
costly than the treatment processes 
which are conducted at present at the 
station to rid the water of pollutants. 

In light of the RSS report about the 
water resources which is void of any 
mention pf the quality of the water at 
source, the only strategic and safe 
option for this country’s fiiture lies in 
drawing the Yarmouk and the 
Mukhaiba waters through a pipeline 
to Deir Alla. This project should be 
given priority overall the other 
national projects and should under no 
circumstances be delayed. The 
Daganya water can be used for irriga- 
tion. 

The committee has learnt that there 
exists a study on drawing water from 
Yarmouk and Mukhaiba through a 
pipe to Deir Alla and that is to be 
financed from a European Union 
grant But the minister of water and 
irrigation has rejected such a project 
for no given reason. 

The committee believes that the 
Japanese government’s grant on 
water should be directed towards 
building a pipeline from Yarmouk to 
Deir AUa and to the water station. 

The committee caUs for a national 
dialogue so as to prevent any tamper- 
ing in the drinking water. 

The committee" fmds it necessary 
for the concerned authorities and Par- 
liament to re-examine the Kingdom’s 
water policies and that national 


experts should conduct studies and 
prepare related long-term plans. 

The committee reminds the House 
of the remarks made by deputies 
about the water situation during 
debates in Parliament and their 
demands to the government for the 
restructuring of the Water Authority 
to allow a national firm to operate 
water services on a commercial basis. 
But the minister had insisted that the 
Water Authority was better qualified 
to manage such serv ices. 

We as an agriculture and water 
committee demand that all matters 
concerning the Amman water issue 
be reviewed and the committee 
requests that the House demand that 
the government immediately slop its 
water management in the Amman 
area. 

The committee draws attention to 
remarks by the minister of water and 
irrigation during the debate on water 
with this committee. The minister 
said then that the algae from Ynnouk 
River is much greater than the algae 
coming from Tiberias. We do nor 
want to comment on these remarks 
but would like to draw attention to 
the figures in Table I artached to this 
report. 

Tbe minister had referred to the 
pollution of the Zai- Amman water in 
1987 as to have occurred due to an 
error in operations when the employ- 
ees opened the gates of the King Talal 
Dam instead of the Wadi Al Arab 
Dam. The committee conducted a 
study into the matter and found that a 
report by British specialists who 
came to Jordan to study the water 
problem cited only a limited amount 
of the King Talal Dam w ater entered 
the King Abullah Canal at the time 
causing the drinking water to have a 
foul odour and taste. History repeats 
itself in this matter. 

The committee places its findings 
in the hands of the House and recom- 
mends the following: 

— Halting the process of mixing 
Daganya water with the Yarmouk and 
Mukhaibah waters 

— Conducting a national dialogue 
immediately to study all issues con- 
nected with water 

— Demanding that the government 
dismiss the minister of water and irri- 
gation as well as the secretary gener- 
al of the Water Authority. 

— When parliament starts its ordi- 
nary session, refer the minister to 
court for trial 

— A revision of the water policies 
by trustworthy national experts. 
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Spending squeeze seen 
pressuring Saudi business 


DUBAI (R) — Business in 
Saudi Arabia is feeling the 
heat of a steep cut in state 
spending and is bracing for 
tougher times if oil prices fail 
to move off almost 10-year 
lows soon. 

Businessmen, economists 
and diplomats said the mood 
in the kingdom is sombre as 
the state scales back spending 
and puts off some big-ticket 
projects to prevent a sharp rise 
in the budget deficit. 

“Gloom is settling on the 
economy and the business 
community in Saudi Arabia. 
Some severe times are ahead. 
Oil prices are just not recover- 
ing despite the numerous pro- 
duction cuts." a Western 
diplomat told Reuteis by tele- 
phone from Riyadh. 

"The party is over. The gov- 
ernment has to save where it 
can. 

“The country is not going 
under, but the times of big 
projects are over." another 
senior diplomat said. 


Oil prices are trading near 
10-year lows despite repeated 
efforts by key global oil pro- 
ducers — led by Saudi Arabia, 
the number one producer — 
to boost prices by slashing 
output. 

There is now renewed calk 
of another round of produc- 
tion cuts, which would be a 
bitter pill to swallow for the 
kingdom where oil revenue 
accounts for over three-quar- 
ters of income. 

Economists estimate the 
kingdom's oil earnings this 
year will be over SIS billion 
below last year's which 
ranged from $43 billion to 
SSI billion. 

They also see at least a dou- 
bling of the forecast IS billion 
riyal (S4.8 billion) budget 
deficit on planned spending of 
196 billion riyals. 

A secret decree has called 
for a halt to new projects, 10 
per cent cuts in some signed 
contracts, a freeze in state hir- 
ing and cutbacks in purchases. 


The decree, dated May IS but 
not made public, was reported 
by Reuters on Thursday. 

“Foreign companies will be 
affected by the state measures 
more than local companies, 
especially in the high-tech 
sector like defence," another 
senior Western diplomat said. 

Saudi Arabia is one of the 
world’s biggest defence buy- 
ers. 

“The military industry is 
very pessimistic right now 
because of the cutbacks." a 
top official at. a large defence 
firm said. 

Another worry is payment 
delays. Since huge slate 
arrears mounted after the 
1991 Gulf war. contractors in 
the kingdom have feared that 
low oil prices would spark 
more late payments. 

To manage this, in recent 
years the government has 
issued special state bonds, 
with maturities of up to four 
years. Bond holders have been 
quick to cash them in at 
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Destinations ."i l™-, Tr.i l 


A! Muttajahat Co- 'Destinations ISPl is pleased 
to announce the launch of its internet services. 
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Mission Statement: Destinations, a specialist in 
Information Technology (IT) area, promo t e s Ugh 
standard and quality services to the public and 
private sector. 

Destinations is committed M contribute posit i vel y 
to the education system by expanding the horizon 
and fadlhating more effective ways and met h od s of 

(earning and research. 

Destinations win otfflze the Internet resources to 
help the people of Jordan to reach International 
financial and employment opportunities. 
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Stemming from his Majesty’s vision, may- 
god bless him. Destinations is pleased to 
announce that all students are eligible for 
free e-mail subscription 
<10 JD refundable deposit*. 
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Check out our interesting Zone - 1 plans. 
" * Ask about our non - smoker discount. 
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For more information please cal! in our office* located at : 502 AJ Sam ah Center. 
AI Madeina AI Mona wa rah St. Tel * 551-3500 


banks, albeit at an often heavy" 
discount. But economists ore 
now questioning how large 
banks' and ■ contractors' 
appetites is for such paper. 

"Already there are many 
firms which have been paid in 
bonds instead of cash. They 
are worried about this. They 
accepted the bonds, but they 
are quite upset. If the next 
installment at the year-end is 
proposed to be paid in bonds 
again, they would probably 
slop the project," said one 
diplomat. 

In June, Saudi Arabia 
issued at least six billion 
riyais in special bonds. It was 
the third special issue since 
March 1995. 

“This is indirect borrow- 
ing." said an economist, “k 
affects market confidence. 
Companies have to mark up 
bids to the government to fac- 
tor in the cost of the delayed 
payments." Even though for- 
eign firms are thought to be 
bearing the brunt of the 
spending cutbacks, local 
firms have not escaped harm. 
The stock index is down 12 
per cent so far this year. 

Some market analysts, 
however, say the worst is 
over. "We were shocked to 
sec the resilience of the cor- 
porate sector. On a Q2 versus 
Q1 basis, bank results have 
been very good." investment 
adviser Beshr Bakheet said. 
“This year we've seen one of 
the highest marfcel-lo-oil 
price correlations. A full dis- 
counting of the oil price has 
been factored in already." 

One sector said ro be escap- 
ing the austerity measures is 
power, thanks to the ready 
availability of financing from 
a special fund — the Hcllalah 
Fund — set up in 1995 spe- 
cially to generate revenue to 
finance future power 
schemes. 


Khatami 

unveils 

policies 

to heal 

Iran’s 

economy 


TEHRAN (AFP) — President 
Mohammad Khatami pledged 
to aim for a fundamental 
revamp of Iran's economy 
Sunday as he unveiled his poli- 
cies to attract foreign invest- 
ment and fight unemployment 
and inflation. 

Mr. Khatami, quoted by 
state-run radio, warned (hat the 
Iranian economy was “chroni- 
cally ill." “This will continue to 
be so unless there's fundamen- 
tal restructuring," said the pres- 
ident. who was speaking on the 
eve of his inauguration. 

He pledged to try to attract 
foreign investment, introduce 
bureaucratic reform and fight 
unemployment and inflation. 

“We will try to create jobs by 
boosting production and pro- 
ductivity os welt as removing 
regulations which inhibit 
investment." Mr. Khatami said. 
“We will also fight inflation to 
increase our people's purchas- 
ing power." The president also 
vowed to “create security" for 
investment, and to uy to attract 
foreign capital, notably those 
owned by Iranian expatriates, 
up to a million of whom live in 
the United States, most from 
well-to-do families. 

He said his government 
would case red tape, introduce 
tax reform to try to raise pro- 
ductivity. He would also give a 
stronger role to the private sec- 
tor and ease the stale monopoly 
in the economy. 

Iran has been facing on eco- 
nomic crisis because of a sharp 
drop in oil prices ro around S10 
a barrel. This year, it is expect- 
ed to face a revenue shortfall of 
$6 billion, or around a third of 
the budget. 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED VILLA 

FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, large salons, dining, 
3 bathrooms, 3 verandas with garden. 
Location: Near Modem American Schools 

Please call: 5605626 
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A leading top 100 Saudi Company seeks to employ 


SALES ENGINEERS 


For its Office Furniture Division. 

Candidates should be: 

* BSc Engineering — preferably in Architectural or interior Design. 

* Minimum 2 years work experience. 

* Fluent in both English and Arabic. 

Packages offered are competitive and include a basic salary plus 
commission and other benefits with good growth potential. 


ONLYTHE BEST SHOULD APPLY 

If interested, kindly send your resume and recent photo to: 


A! Makateb Company, 
P.O. Box 962188, 
Amman-11196. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
i Kin cf a piB 
chart 

9 Sentimental 
song 

15 So it would 
seem 

16 "Seinfeld* 
character 

17 \Vnling music 

IS Overnight 

19 US. field meals 

21 Prune 

22 Ex-CIA director 
William 

£5 Vaccines 

2SZncti 

27 Runaway G> 

28 Mere cramped 

30 Lost cotar 

32 Submit 
payment 

33 Unpleasant 
sight 

35 Chin whiskers 

39 Hillsides 

41 Can up 

42 Players 

45 Susiness letter 
abbr. 

46 Traveling 
carriage 

47 Zigcag course 

49 Swiss canton 

50 NYC subway 
fine 

51 Mixtures 

53 Formal 

DfOQOsaJ 

55 Protestant sect 
members 

59 Tjong Day’s 
Journey into 
Night* 
playwright 

60 Whatnot 
shelves 

61 In truth 

62 Fostpcw 
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I DON’T SUPPOSE /NO. I 
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By Tom Pruce 
Ct4ca0o.IL 


DOWN 

1 Open 
receptacle 

2 Excitement 

3 Fink 

4 Without poise 

5 Do-over 

6 Sikkim's 
continent 

7 Trousers 


6 CJeanfirmss 

9 OTfiggmsot 
Chile 

10 ABemaSves to 
lagers 

11 Ybungboy 

12 Remain in 
hiding 

13 Tennis partner? 

14 Mare profound 

20 Aslan apes. 

casually 

22 Promontory 

23 On vacation 

24 Exclusive 

26 Storm from the 
Atlantic, 
perhaps 

29 Harvest 

31 1996 loser to 
Clinton 

32 Withdraw 
tormafly 

34 Wretchetfy 

36 MSennfa 

37 Noun-tomUng 
suffix 

38 Move 
merchandise 

40 Got away 
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WORD ID DESCRIBE A 1 
MAN WHO CO W T E NTLy 




Mutt’n’Jeff 


*»«r* we v/ JMS0 **ssewnrp I 


42 "The Gods 
Themselves" 
author Isaac 

43 Power seat 

44 Tea-party 
host 

48 _ Rockrw 

49 Ecru 

51 Gangster's gal 


52 7-time 
Wimbledon 
winner 

54 SuntfaJ three 

56 Timetable abbr. 

57 Born in 
Bordeaux 

58 Former Sov. 
element 
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THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 
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Former minister of labour sees dependence on 
exporting and importing manpower at the same time 
as an effective way to contain unemployment 


**■ ACCORDING TO Saleh 
Khasawneh. the former minister of 
labour, a feature of the Jordanian- 
labour market and one of the effec- 
tive way to contain the unemploy- 
ment is to depend on exporting and 
importing manpower at the same 
time. He indicated that Jordan has 
registered the highest rate in the 
world in this phenomenon which is 
characterised by exporting quali- 
fied and trained labour capable of 
earning high income while import- 
ing less qualified labour that gets 
paid less than the average prevail- 
ing wages in the market 

Dr. Khasawneh revealed chat the 
size of the Jordanian labour out- 
side has reached 30,000 workers. 
*‘In one of the years, the number of 
Jordanians residing outside has 
reached 2.2 million persons,” he 
said. 

The former minister highlighted 
the rate of exported labour to be 30 
per cent of the size of the 
Jordanian labour market. At the 
same time. Dr. Khasawneh said, 
the rate of foreign labour in Jordan 
has reached 40 per cent of the 
labour force. 

He pointed out that the highest 
number of work permits was 
recorded in 1997 when a total of 
130,000 permits were issued com- 
pared to 1996 when the total num- 
ber was 40,000. “The real number 
of the foreign labour that work 
without permits could total 


400,000 workers and, according to 
some estimates, the number could 
be as high as 600,000 workers,” 
Mr. Khasawneh said. 

Lecturing at a Rotary Club meet- 
ing, he said that the “economic 
participation of both Jordanian and 
non-Jordanian labour represented 
50 per cent of the gross (domestic) 
product in 1997.” He stressed that 
the exported Jordanian labour is 
distinguished by its efficiency and 
training qualifications. 

Dr. Khasawneh outlined the main 
reason for unemployment as being 
the slowdown in economic growth 
rates over a number of years. “This 
is due to the country's small size 
and weak capabilities and 
resources in addition to the change 
from one system to another such as 
privatisation and globalisation 
which have affected the size of the 
workforce and caused its contrac- 
tion/’ he explained. 

Another reason cited by Dr. 
Khasawneh for the unemployment 
was the increasing demand for 
administrative jobs. “The number 
of applications for employment 
submitted to the Civil Service 
Commission reached 150,000 each 
year whereas the number of appli- 
cations submitted to the Ministry 
of Labour does not exceed 15,000 
requests.” the former minister con- 
cluded (A1 Ra’i). 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 195 There’s a problem 
today "between two people who don’t see eye-to-eye. 
This is not a big deal; they hardly ever do. They do dif- 
ferent things and usually compliment each other. Don’t 
orry too much, but you may have to keep them out of 
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URtTsT^prii’iO to There's a deferent dis- 

ruption happening, which affects your home and work- 
place. Maybe you spend more time catering to your 
boss than you’d like and it’s getting in the way of some- 
thing you planned at home tonight. Try to make the best 
of a tough situation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You and a friend or 
partner can work together today to solve a problem 
that’s slowing someone to a halt. You're good at com- 
munications, but that’s not true of everyone. Right now, 
a friend may have gotten him or herself painted into a 
comer. Do what you can to help and today will work 
out for everyone. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Somebody's problem 
could be profitable for you today. You feel terrible they 
can’t stay in business, or whatever, but you’d be glad to 
help taking some excess merchandise off their hands, 
especially the stuff you can resell at a profit or put to 
good use. Watch for sales again today. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’re a pragmatic sort; 
you want to see results. You’re more concerned about 
how things are, rather than how they should be. Don’t 
.be surprised: if people ask for help with a decision; 
that's your specialty. Make sure you have all the facts 
first. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) If you cleaned 
your place yesterday, this would be a good day to have 
company. There’s activity going on at your house any- 
way and some of it is beyond your ability to foresee. 
There are all sorts of surprises, so you might as well 
. stop Dying to schedule everything precisely. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’ll come up 
with blinding insights, some will surprise even you. 
That’s because you’re gathering information and using 
it in new and different ways. You’re student of different 
perspectives. Today, that natural talent of yours will 
■ come in handy as you explain what’s happening so 
everyone understands. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Chances are 
good the money you get today will come from a legacy 
or from work you’ve done. You could get a raise now. 
It’s not a good time to take a risk, even though it might 
■look like it is. A straight gamble doesn’t look like a 
good bet. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) It’s 
a- good day for travel, if you can get away, and you 
might be able to. It looks like your job might even 
require you to travel for a while. If you don’t have a job 
like that, you definitely ousht to get one. 

CAPRICORN: (Decembe"r 22 to January 20) Today, 
continue with your tidying project All sorts of secrets 
will be revealed today. Hopefully, they are to your 
advantage, or at least interesting, rather than upsetting. 
Some might be funny. Make sure you pay attention. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You 
undoubtedly have all sorts of group activities planned 
. and they, should go well. Be prepared for the unexpect- 
ed, however. Somebody else will think of something 
3] at never would have occurred to you. It’s so rare you 
might want to make a note of the date and time so you 
can refer back to it later. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It’s a busy day for 
you and your boss is watching. Don’t worry. Looks like 
he or she is thinking about giving you a raise. If you are 
a student, it would be your teacher watching to see if 
you will make the grade. Concentrate on what you’re 
doing and you'll succeed brilliantly. 

t: Peridot — Golden Quartz } 


Turkish 
banks seek 
to expand, 
diversify 
loans 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey's 
profitable but highly competi- 
tive banking sector is seeking to 
- expand- and divereifyuks-Joan 
-portfolios' at a time when inter- 
est rates are fallin g because of 
reduced inflation, bankets and 
economists say. 

Turkey’s chronic inflation 
and the treasury’s heavy 
reliance on domestic borrowing 
in recent years has allowed 
banks to invest in government 
securities, earning juicy yields 
compared with loans or other 
instruments. Turkish banks got 
used to chronic inflation for 
many years. They were collect- 
ing money from the public, 
placing it in state securities and 
earning interest revenue via 
treasury bin and bond trade,” 
said Hsai Etkus, general manag- 
er of Egebank. Banks were now 
more likely to take more risks 
and focus mainly on private, 
corporate and investment bank- 
ing activities amid growing 
competition, he added. 

Turkish banks' earnings 
mainly come from their securi- 
ty portfolios, helped by real 
interest rates winch peaked at 
25-30 per cent last year. 


Kuwait’s 
airline plans 
shake-up 
ahead of 
privatisation 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait Airways Coip. 
(KAC) said Sunday it will 
raise fares, cancel unprof- 
itable routes and lay off 
hundreds of employees 
before its full transforma- 
_tion into a public share 
holding company. 

The chairman of 
Kuwait’s state-owned 
national carrier, Ahma d A1 
Meshari, told AFP that a 
shake-up would be needed 
to prepare KAC for “oper- 
ation in the commercial 
sector, subjecL to market 
forces of supply and 
demand." 

•‘Privatisation can only 
be achieved through 
restructuring and cost cut- 
ting. Firstly, airfare prices, 
which are 35 per cent 
lower in Kuwait than other 
Gulf countries, will be 
raised,” said Mr. Meshari. 

“Routes to Munich, 
Copenhagen, Athens, 
Tunis and Casablanca will 
be scrubbed, and some S00 
personnel will be laid off,” 
he added, not specifying 
which sectors would be hit 

Mr. Meshari had earlier 
said that Kuwaiti person- 
nel. who make up 65 per 
cent of KAC’s workforce, 
would be the last to go. 

“It is premature to talk of 
the effect privatisation 
might have on customer 
service because we need 
time to evaluate our perfor- 
mance.” he added. 

The Kuwaiti cabinet 
approved in late June a 
draft law to transform 
KAC into a share holding 
company, but the legal 
process to prepare KAC for 
privatisation is expected to 
take up to nine morehs. 

The law- must first be 
accepted by the National 
Assembly, and it is not 
expected, .tix.be tabled., 
parliament uatil’lhe flad of rj 
October, after the summer 
recess. 

Mr. Meshari said that the 
first step of privatisation 
would be the flotation of a 
■ 40 per cent stake, offered 
to the company’s 5,370 
employees, private individ- 
uals and the private sector. 

The remaining 60 per 
cent stake would be sold by 
public subscription over a 
period of three to five years 
under the supervision of 
the state's Kuwait 
Investment Authority. 

Mr. Meshari said the 
decision over whether or 
not to allow foreign air- 
lines a stake - in KAC was 
not in his hands, although 
he did not rule out the idea. 

“It really depends on the 
state's economic policy 
[concerning foreign invest- 
ment]. If the government 
allows it. it may happen, 
though it may take some 
time," he said. 
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MARKET CHARE PRICE 

list Fan 

SUNDAY 

02/08/1998 






NORTHS 

COMPANY- NAME 

P { E 

DIV. 

NO. 

NO. OF 

VALUE 

OPEN 

CLOSE 

CHANGE 



LOW 




OK 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 

PRICE 



■ 





TRANS. 


JD 




s 

355.500 110.000 

ARAB BANK 

17.9 

.92 

16 

290 

63310 219.00 

218.50 

.50- 


2.100 

1.620 

JOR. NATIONAL 3K. 

13.4 

4.24 

14 

22784 

37591 

1.65 

1.65 


3 

3.230 

1.230 

BANK OF JORDAN 

E 

0.00 

5 

1250 

1425 

1.14 

1.14 

_ 


1.300 

.870 

HID. EAST INV.BK. 

67.0 

0.00 

B 

4100 

4194 

1.05 

1.02 

.03- 


2.650 

1 550 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. OK. 

10.9 

6.65 

6 

17400 

27144 

1.57 

1.56 

.01- 

S 

S. 510 

2 610 

THE HOUSING BE. 

19.6 

3.24 

37 

14800 

45707 

3.12 

3.09 

.03- 


.810 

.590 

JOB. GOLF BANK 


0.00 

7 

27900 

16740 

.60 

.60 


s 

4.000 

1.690 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

n.s 

0.00 

9 

941 

1617 

1.72 

1.71 

.01- 


1.330 

.930 

UNION BK.SAV.IHV. 

p 

0.00 

3 

500 

503 

1.03 

1.03 

* " 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS ~ INDEX: 289.86 ZCRG: 

-0.32 

105 


198230 




T 

2.710 

1.610 

JOB FRENCH IKS OR. 

7.8 

8.93 

11 

72 OB 

19831 

2.71 

2. BO 

.09+ 

5 

2.630 

1.200 

JORDAN GULF INS OR. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

368 

1.40 

1.47 

.07+ 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 130 

15 *CBG: 

+0.72 

12 

7458 

20199 




3 

2.240 

1.470 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

10.1 

5.32 

19 

11323 

17446 

1.54 

1.55 

.01+ 


1.120 

.700 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

15.5 

0.00 

5 

6500 

5135 

.78 

.79 

.01+ 

S 

9.500 

5.100 

ALRA'I 

B. 7 

7.02 

3 

600 

3420 

5.70 

5.70 



4.600 

1.960 

ARAB XNTL.INV.EDUC. 

9.3 

2.13 

7 

7540 

14261 

1.96 

l.BB 

.08- 


1.070 

.890 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

21.2 

0.00 

3 

1850 

1697 

.91 

.92 

.01+ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.32 *CHG: 

-0.71 

37 

27813 

41959 





$.000 

1.840 

JOS. CEMENT FACT. 

11.1 

S.BB 

19 

14480 

26501 

1.85 

1.87 

.02+ 


12. 2SO 

9.370 

JOR. PETROL. UTFLNRRY 

20.4 

a. 27 

4 

120 

129 0 

10.75 

10.75 



9.950 

4.450 

JORDAN TANNING 

7.5 

B.GO 

2 

1000 

8370 

4.70 

4.65 

.05- 


1.820 

1.060 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGH. 

67.9 

0.00 

6 

3160 

3630 

1.15 

1.15 


■s 

5.740 

2.400 

ARAB P' ARM. KANF. 

7.2 

2.BB 

38 

27300 

70068 

2. 59 

2.60 

.01+ 


2.940 

2.450 

JORDAN DAIRY 

6.1 

10.10 

* 3 

350 

963 

2.75 

2.75 



8.540 

5.300 

ARAB CHEM. DTHEGN. 

7.9 

7.00 

1 

100 

714 

7.09 

7.14 

.05+ 


6.350 

4.700 

DAR ALDAHA DV. INV. 

6.3 

6.70 

12 

5496 

28675 

5.20 

5.22 

.02+ 

+ 

2.980 

1 . BOO 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

13.1 

14.12 

5 

1100 

1954 

1.85 

1.77 

.OB— 


.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

14.5 

0.00 

2 

1500 

645 

.43 

.43 

- 

s 

3.690 

l.BBO 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

16.8 

2.72- 

V- L. 1 

1000 

3680 

3.6B 

3.6B 

— I 


. .690 

.470 

JO ft. ROCKWOOL INDS, 


0.00 

2 

250 

113 

.47 

.45 

.02- 

s 

2.380 

.790 

NATL. CABLE WIRE .WF AC 

38.9 

0.Q0 

.47 

110750 

90124 

.80 

.83 

.03+ 

■ 

.730 

.510 

JOR. SHLPHO-CHEM 

9.7 

•o.-oo 

2 

7SO 

383 

.31 

.51 



1.470 

1.150 

ARAB PHABH.CHEM. 

13.9 

4.76 

3 

1500 

1890 

1.2S 

1.26 

.01+ 


.750 

.390 

KAWTHKR INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

4 

3200 

1248 

.39 

.39 

— 

s 

1.300 

.740 

DNIV. MOON. INDS. 

11.8 

8.11 

8 

3300 

2451 

.75 

.74 

.01- 


1.060 

.500 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

550 

.55 

.55 

- 


1.600 

1.200 

NATL. CHLORINE 

8.6 

B.20 

5 

4690 

5718 

1.22 

1.22 

— 


l.OSO 

.750 

JOS. NEW CABLE CO. 

10.6 

13.33 

2 

1000 

750 

.75 

.75 

— 


1.610 

1.150 

EL -SAY HEADY WEAR 

41.2 

0.00 

2 

1450 

1697 

1.17 

1.17 

— 

+s 

1.310 

1.000 

nm.. tobacco 

6.9 

5. 89 

3 

480 

474 

1.00 

.99 

.01- 

s 

1.220 

.860 

UNION ca. A VEG. 

9.6 

0.00 

2 

349 

303 

.87 

.87 

- 


.670 

.550 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.5 

0.00 

4 

4200 

2436 

.59 

.58 

.01- 


imasTRZAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 87. 

24 ZCHG: 

+0.09 

17B 

189325 

254925 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 178 

87 -CllGr 

-0.23 

332 

314561 

515312 


- 
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PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

02/08/1998 




t 

.390 

.270 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

205 

.39 

.41 

.02+ 


1.340 

1.020 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

68.2 

0.00 

3 

11500 

12170 

1.08 

1.04 

.04- 


.800 

.510 

UNION INV. 

9 

0.00 

c 

2672 

1362 

.51 

.51 

- 


■ C23 

.130 

ARAL KIK. INVEST. 

9 

ri.ou 

2 

2CU0 

870 

.30 

.29 

.01- 


i.010 

.790 

AL-SHARQ IHV.CO. 

P 

0.00 

5 

25679 

25678 

1.00 

1.00 

- 

T 

.780 

.640 

At-DAWLIYLH 

36.9 

n oo 


1440 

909 

.64 

.63 

.01- 

i: 

"..22C 

l.OSO 

CENTURY INV. GROUP 

9 

0.00 

5 

4650 

5736 

1.20 

1.24 

.04+ 


.280 

.too 

JOR . INDS . HATCH -JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

i 

400 

48 

.12 

.12 

- 


.430 

.240 

ARAB INTL. INV.TRD. 

29.9 

0.00 

5 

3500 

910 

.25 

.26 

.01+ 


.380 

.360 

NATL . HOLT . ENG . NAMI CO 

9 

0.00 

18 

41000 

15120 

.36 

.37 

.01+ 


.690 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 

E 

0.00 

3 

6400 

3392 

.63 

.63 



1.750 

.950 

ONION TOBACCO 87.5* 

10.0 

7.96 

4 

1733 

2517 

1.65 

1.57 

.08- 


.350 

.220 

-INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

1 

700 

154 

.23 

.22 

• 01— 


.750 

.380 

INDS. CERAMIC 

10-5 

0.00 

1 

20 CO 

800 

.38 

.40 

.02+ 

N 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

g 

0.00 

6 

34600 

20314 

.59 

.58 

.01- 


-7CC 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 

9 

0.30 

l 

3CS0 

1530 

.52 

.51 

.01- 


.770 

.580 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 

33.2 

0.00 

19 

16900 

11281 

.66 

.67 

.01+ 

N 

1.310 

.810 

NOTR1DAS 

P 

0.00 

12 

6611 

5447 

.81 

.83 

.02+ 

+N 

1.000 

.720 

AL-EKBAL PRINTING CO 

10. B 

10.67 

4 

3500 

2495 

.72 

.71 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 





98 

169785 

110937 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" JSESKS. 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information caili 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

5920805 / 5920609 / 079-30007 
Web Site is 

www.abdoun.com.jo 



'fyom. AeUhet* 0 k *4*um* 



Quality Serviced Suites 

★One & Two Bedrooms *Fuily 
Equipped Kitchenettes ★Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® go.com.jo 


Studio HAig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour sendee 
Develop your colour fSm 
at our shop and get: . 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger, 

' Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grfndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweiftehTel: B22891 



Watches - Perfumes 
Sun Oases - Leather- Pens 


Cartier 

jtfi&N&LltSNn 


VERSACE 


Visit Us At , - 

www.vlparab.cocn/vipgHt 


Shaban Inti Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
|Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 59330851 


[i 


,, FOR 
I RENT 

DpIiiyp Villas 




iJANANt. 
.TECHNICAL 

WORSS 

Suppliers of High 
Quality Welding Machines. 
Electrodes, Fluxes. , 0 

and Accessories. ml 

Pi — piii n '-"j- ~rTr~' 

MCtfeO for IttfattMlMCt a oaeutiM 
attamt MBi 



MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

*■*■ ♦** « ■ * ■*«■***■ *■***■ 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed • JD5 
_ + Tax + Service 

Tel.: 03/2014340-41 
Fax: 03/2014339 





L'olmer Restaurant 

# 

Abdoun 5929564 




Deluxe Villas 

and Apartments 


SRNABEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 
A. Hajarat Complex 
tol 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME. ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
M0KIE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 ANYTIME 
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Look out Brisbane: Here 
come the Goodwill Games 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Tragedy and 
controversy overshadowed a lacklus- 
ter fortnight of competition at the 
fourth Goodwill Games, which con- 
clude Sunday after going largely unno- 
ticed in America's largest city. 

The plight of 'paralysed 17-year-old 
Chinese gymnast Sang Lan, who suf- 
fered severe spinal cord damage July 
21 in a warm-up vault, became the big 
story of the Games, which next go to 
Brisbane. Australia, in 2001- 
“1 don't think (Sang's tragedy) is 
something that will be the monicker of 
these Goodwill Games," Games presi- 
dent Mike Plant said. 

"The worst is when something hap- 
pens to an athlete like Sang Lan. That 
affects everyone deeply. Sports is a 
risky business. You hate to see it hap- 
pen. But everyone knows it can.” 
Other shocks included a defection by 
Cuban cyclist Ivan Dominguez, a 
Russian walkout threat that led to four 
boxing officials being banished and an 
Iranian political protest that halted the 
U.S.-Iran wrestling match. 

The action had its moments. Michael 
Johnson anchored the United States 
4x400-metre relay to a world record 
and South Africa's Penny Heyns set a 
50m breaststroke world record on 
Saturday. 

Maurice Greene beat Donovan 
Bailey and Ato Bolden in the 100m 
and Jackie Joyner-Kersee won her 
final heptathlon in the Games' other 


brightest moments. 

Plant said 350,000 tickets were dis- 
tributed, but many went to sponsors. 
Typically popular figure skating seats 
were reduced to five dollars to entice 
fans, but most arenas were well over 
half empty. 

For the Goodwill Games, looking 
good on television was more impor- 
tant than being good in reality. With 
television presentation a top priority, 
seeking crowds took a back seat to 
appearing important on broadcasts. 

“(Attendance) was a priority. It was 
not a top priority," Plant said. “We’re 
happy with the numbers. This is a 
place on the planet more difficult to 
generate spectators than any other." 

Time Warner, the corporate owner of 
the event, was willing to take a finan- 
cial loss to create television program- 
ming for its networks, build ties for 
broader corporate partnerships and 
associate with sport figures. 

“You always use the word loss. We 
always use the word investment,” 
Plant said 

After an “investment" of SI 09 mil- 
lion in the first three Games. Plant said 
Time Warner will not announce finan- 
cial figures for the event but said these 
would be the most financially success- 
ful Games. 

That means losses could still have 
zeached S20 million but with a contin- 
ued cutback in the number of sport 
offerings and athletes, spending cuts 


have likely lowered the firm's bottom- 
line bad news. 

In fact, organisers plan to launch a 
Goodwill Winter Games in 2000. most 
likely in Lake Placid. New York. 

“I have got people all over me to get 
it done. It's like this close," said Plant, 
holding two fingers barely apart. 
“We’re going to do something in 
2000.” 

Organisers will analyse these Games 
for six months to prepare a plan for 
2001 in Brisbane. looking at such fac- 
tors as a team swim format that forced 
top swimmers into several events., 
dimming world record chances. 

Brisbane for now has 12 sports 
planned over 12 days, dropping water 
polo, wrestling, synchronised swim- 
ming and women's football from the 
New York lineup while adding 
weightlifting. 

But additions were made here from 
the original plan and Plant said that 
could happen again, hinting at a sport 
popular the world over.* 

“There are 50 golf courses on the 
Gold Coast," he said. "We will have to 
see what we can do there.” 


Owen 
shines as 
Liverpool 


win 


DUBLIN (AFP) — England 
star Michael Owen grabbed 
his first goal since his World 
Cup heroics as Liverpool 
beat English Premiership 
rivals Leeds to win the four- 
team Carisberg Trophy here 
on Saturday. 

It was Owen's first start in 
Liverpool's pre-season 
build-up and the club's vast 
Irish following in the 30,000 
crowd erupted after 56 min- 
utes when he collected a ball 
from Paul Ince, cut across a 
defender and smashed a 20- 
yard drive inside the far 
post. 

Owen could have had a 
hat-trick in the first half, was 
unlucky not to win a penalty, 
and troubled Leeds with his 
searing pace all afternoon. 

A minute before Owen’s 
goal. Czech star Patrik 
Beiger had put Liverpool 
ahead with a 20-metre drive 
following good work from 
Steve McManaman. 

In the third place play-off, 
Italian giants Lazio — who 
had £60 million (S100 mil- 
lion) of talent on show — 
beat the Irish part-timers of 
St Patrick's Athletic 4-1. 


Heyns 


sets world record 
in 50-metre breaststroke 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
South Africa's Penny 
Heyns set a 50-meter 
breaststroke world record 
of 30.95 seconds here 
Saturday, the second world 
mark for the 1996 Olympic 
1 00m and 200m breast- 
stroke champion. 

Heyns set the 50m breast- 
stroke record in the first 
half of a 100m breaststroke 
victory for the World All- 
Stars in a dual meet at the 
Goodwill Games, capturing 
the race in 1:09.46. 

“1 knew it could be done." 
Heyns said. “I'm very 
pleased with my time. I did- 
n't set out to break die 
record because I knew I had 
another 50 to swim to finish 
the race." 

In January, world govern- 
ing body FINA approved 
recognition of world 
records in the 50m back- 
stroke, breaststroke and 
butterfly events. They had 
previously been called 
world best times. 

Heyns. who set a 100 
breaststroke world record 
of 1:07.02 at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics, smashed 
the 50m breaststroke mark 
of 31.58 seconds set in 
I9S8 by then- East German 
Silkc Homer. 

The World All-Stars beat 


China 86-35 to finish sec- 
ond in the team event 
behind the United States, 
which beat Germany 78-44 
to finish as unbeaten cham- 
pions. 

Heyns captured both indi- 
vidual Goodwill breast- 
stroke titles, leading the 
way in the 100 in 1:08.14 
and the 200 in 2:26.73. The 
roots of Heyns’ record 
swim came two -daEytf dgfl* w 
when she had her meet- 
winning 100m swim." 

“Thursday night I swam 
well and saw what I had to 
do." Heyns said. 

World champion Michelle 
Kwan skated well in her 
last performance to “Lyra 
Angelica" to capture the 
Goodwill women's figure 
skating title despite falling 
on her triple toe loop. 

“I felt great up to the loop 
and the fall shook me up." 
Kwan said. “After the mis- 
take, I knew- what I had to 
do. I practice when you 
make a mistake you always 
want to do the next thing 
great.” 

Kwan received 5.9s from 
all seven judges for presen- 
tation in her routine for an 
easy triumph over Russian 
runner-up Maria 

Butyrskaya and third-place 
Victoria Volcbkova, a 



South Africa's Penny Heyns in action during the breaststroke leg of the 4x100 metre 
medley relay at the Goodwill Games August 1 in Uniondale, Long Island, NY. Double 
Olympic champion Heyns swam the fas test -ever 50 metres in the 100 -metre breast- 
stroke at the Goodwill Games (Reuters photo) 


Russian in her first major 
event. 

In boxing. Juan 

Hernandez, a 1996 

Olympic silver medalist, 
gave Cuba its fifth 
Goodwill tide by defeating 
Russia's Gaidarbek 

Gaidarbekov 16-5 in the 
71 -kilogramme final. 

Kazakhstan's Yersin 
Jailauov won the 51kg title, 
outpunching American 
Roberto Benitez IS- 14. 

Australia's Pauline 

Manser and Kerri Pottharsi 
defeated Americans Lisa 
Arce and Holly Me Peak 12- 
II. 11-12, 12-6. to reach the 


beach volleyball final 

Sunday against world num- 
ber ones Shelda Bede and 
Adriana Behar. 

The Brazilians beat Italy's 
Laura Bruschini and 

Annamaria Solazzi 12-5. 
12-7 and expect a fight in 
the final. 


Pottharsi. who won 
Atlanta Olympic bronze 
with ex -partner Natalie 
Cook, and Manser arc 
ranked sixth in the world. 
They rose to 3-1 against 
Arce and McPeak this year 
but are 0-5 against Bede 
and Behar in 1W8. 


“Pauline and 1 started the 
season together and fin- 
ished second in Brazil." 
Pottharsi said. ‘To make the 
final and beat two U-S. 
teams on U.S. soil is really 
encouraging for the future." 

The only event after the 
beach volleyball final at the 
Games is the finish of 
men's swim dual meet com- 
pel ition. where the World 
All-Stars can claim gold by 
defeating Germany. 

World champions and 
Olympic silver medalists 
Anjclika Krylova and Oleg 
Ovsiannikov of Russia won 
the ice dance title. 


Williams beats Seles to join Davenport in final 


STANFORD iAP» — Venus 
Williams slammed 12 aces, including 
one on the first point of the match and 
another on the final point, to beat 
Monica Seles 6-3. 6-4 on Saturday 
night in the Bank of the West semifi- 
nals. 

Williams, seeded third, will face 
top-sccdcd Lindsay Davenport on 
Sunday in the final of the 5450,000 
tournament. 

Davenport beat Steffi Graf 6-4, 6-7 
(4-7). 6-3 in the afternoon semifinal. 

William!? dominated on her serve 
throughout the match. Even when she 
wasn't piling up aces, Williams was 
hitting service winners and forcing 
the second-seeded Seles to virtually 
bunt back other serves. 

The only time Seles threatened to 
break Williams’ serve was in the 
fourth game of the second set, but the 
1.87-metre Williams fought off three 
break points to hold her serve. 

“Obviously. I've never played any- 
one as tall as Venus. She mixed it up 


very well.” Seles said. “She does a 
very good variety Dn her serve. I real- 
ly love that part of her game. I wish I 
had that serve and that athletic abili- 
ty.” 

Williams, 17-1 is tournaments in 
the United States this year, said she 
was happy with the spin on her 
serves, and on the way she showed 
Seles several different types of 
serves. 

"You have to work on that, because 
it’s easy to become one-dimensional 
and just serve to your favorite space 
and the person is just waiting there." 
she said. 

It was the first meeting between the 
two players. 

In the first semifinal. Graf was 
undermined by unforced errors and 
an erratic backhand. Grafs serve 
remains strong and her forehand Is as 
dangerous as ever, but a long layoff 
following knee surgery has robbed 
her of the consistency that once was 
among Grafs trademarks. 


Davenport, ranked Third in the 
world, had lost in the semifinals of 
this tournament five of the previous 
six years. 

She reached her first final in the 
even: by using her consistent play to 
take ad van age of Graf's mistakes. 

“I think I've picked up my game a 
lot. I'm a little more consistent.*’ 
Davcnpon said. “People .say she 
(Graf) has been out for a year and a 
half and she’s not ranked that high 
anymore, but it's still a good win.” 

Graf was seeded fourth despite 
falling to No. 57 in the world since 
having reconstructive left knee 
surgery last year. The women's tour 
has given her a special co-ranking of 
No. 7 until the U.S. Open, allowing 
Graf to be seeded at this and two 
other tournaments. 

Graf has had a difficult recovery 
from the knee surgery Her comeback 
has been stalled by other injuries, and 
she became so frustrated earlier this 
year that she considered retiring. 


She said Saturday's match, which 
lasted more than two hours in intense 
heat, was a good way of judging how 
for she still has to go in her come- 
back. 

“I haven’t had a lot of matches or 
three setters in the post I 1/2 years, so 
it's definitely something that makes 
me realize what I have to work on," 
said Graf, who was cramping in both 
legs in the third set. "There are a few 
things that I have to work on — defi- 
nitely return of serve." 

Graf said she just ran out of energy 
in the final set 

“I wish I would have had something 
left In the third set" she said, “In the 
third set. from 3-all on I didn't know 
how to move anymore." 

The players stayed on serve In the 
third set until Davenport broke in the 
eighth game to go up 5-3. She then 
served out the match, getting to match 

point on a net cord and wrapping up 
the victory with an overhead jxif- 
away. 


Hakkinen 

wins 

German 


GP 


HOCKENHErM, Germany 
(AFP) — Mika Hakkinen 
of Finland scored his sixth 
win of the season and built 
an impressive world cham- 
pionship lead when he took 
out Sunday's German 
Grand Prix in a McLaren- 
Mercedes. 

Hakkinen's McLaren 
teammate David CouJthard 
of Scotland finished second 
as the McLaren team 
recorded their fifth 1-2 fin- 
ish of the year. 

Jacques Viileneuve of 
Canada was third in a 
Williams for his first podi- 
um finish of the season. 

Hakkinen increased his 
world drivers’ champi- 
onship lead over 
Germany’s Michael 

Schumacher (Ferrari) to 1 6 
points with only five races 
remaining. 

“We've got a great pack- 
age — a very good car and 
very good tyres,” said 
Hakkinen. 

Damon Hill of Britain fin- 
ished fourth in a Jordan — 
his first driver's world 
championship points for 
almost 12 months — while 
two-time world champion 
Schumacher was fifth and 
his brother Ralf sixth in the 
second Jordan. 

Hakkinen and Coulthard 
led from start to finish in a 
race that was something of 
a procession. 

T thought at one stage I 
may have been able to get 
past.” said Coulthard. “It's 
very difficult, though, when 
you are racing against 
someone driving the same 
car as you. It's hard to get 
past a car with the same 
performance as you." 

The Flying Finn won the 
start from Coulthard with 
Ralf Schumacher third fol- 
lowed by Viileneuve and ! 
Hill.,;., ....... ■ 
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World championships leader Mika Hakkinen of 
Finland raises his arms in celebration after taking the 
victory - in his McLaren Mercedes in the German 
Formula One Grand Prix in Hockenheim August 2. 
Teammate David Coulthard of Scotland placed second 
while Canada's world champion Jacques Viileneuve 
took the third place (Reuters photo) 


Michael Schumacher 
blasted off after starting 
ninth on the grid, moving 
up to seventh. 

The brilliance of 
Schumacher prevented a 
potential pile-up as the 
Benetton of Austrian 
Alexander Wurz stalled 
directly in front of the 
German. 

Schumacher dived across 
to the other side of the track 
to avoid hitting Wurz, with 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen in 
the Williams fortunate not 
to have his nose cone 
removed in the process. 

From that point on, how- 
ever, there was little for the 
130,000 German crowd to 
cheer. 

Hakkinen clocked ihr 
20min 47.984sec for 45 
laps of the fast 6.S13km 
track, a total of 307.035km. 
He averaged 227.997kph 
and won by just 0.4secs 
from Coulthard as the pair 
celebrated re-signing for 
the . team, with a superb’ 
■result. ....... 


Hakkinen, starting from 
his eighth career pole, came 
into the pits on lap 26. 
briefly handing the lead to 
Coulthard, but only until 
the Scot pined himself a lap 
later. 

With 30 laps gone, there 
was briefly consternation in 
the McLaren pits even 
though Hakkinen and 
Coulthard had a 5-sec 
advantage over third-placed 
Viileneuve. 

The Canadian then began 
to reduce the deficit but 
couldn't get within soikiqg 
distance of Hakkinen, who 
scored his seventh career 
win. 

“It felt great that I could 
keep up with Mika today,” 
said Viileneuve. “But then 
seven laps from the end 
something broke on my car 
and I had ro slow up a bit." 

It was the seventh race 
win of the year for 
McLaren, who increased 
their lead over Ferrari in the 
constructors' championship 
to 26 points. 


Agassi and Henman set up 
Los Angeles showdown 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Red-hot Andre 
Agassi and Wimbledon semi-finalist Tim 
Henman posted straight-set victories 
Saturday to reach the final of the S 340 .000 
ATP Tour event here. 

Second-seeded Henman, playing his first 
tournament since he reached the final four 
at Wimbledon, overcame an early break in 
the first set to beat unsceded Frenchman 
Guillaume Raoux 7-5, 6-3. 

Agassi, the fifth seed, captured his 1 0th 
straight match on the ATP Tour with a 6-0. 
7-6 (7/2) win over fellow American Justin 
Gimclsioh. 

Raoux. playing in the semi-finals here for 
the second year in a row, drew first blood 
when he broke Henman in the third game of 
the opening set. He fought off a break point 
in the next gumc, but Henman finally lev- 
eled the set with a break for 3-3. 

They stayed on serve, neither with a 
chance to break, until the final game of the 
set. when three backhand errors from 
Raoux gave Henman a set point, on which 
the Frenchman sailed a forehand wide. 

Henman grabbed the only break of the 
second set to lead 3-1. and wrapped up the 
match with an ace and two scmcc winners, 
the last at 133 miles per hour. In all he fired 
eight aces In the one-hour, 19-minutc 
match. 

“Early om he was hitting the hull really, 
really hard.” Henman sold. “It was tough, 
because he wasn't missing much. It was 
very important to get back on level terms 
pretty early. That's what allowed me to be 
more aggressive." 

Henman, ranked 12th in the world, 
advanced to his second final of the year! 
after his ninner-up finish in Sydney jji 
January. He has never before played Agassi. 


r v __ ,\gas.« 

the former World No. I now ranked 13th. 


It's always exciting when you ploy 
someone of Agassi's stature in the game,” 
Henman said. 'To play in a final obviously 
makes it extra special." 

Henman, who has practiced often with 
Agassi this year, said he would have to stick 
to his scrvc-and-volicy style. 


"I need to serve consistently." Henman 
said. “I don't think I'm going to beat him 
from the back of the court." 

Since falling in the second round at 
Wimbledon. Agassi has been virtually 
untouchable. His 10-match streak included 
a run to the title in Washington on Sunday 
— his third of the year. 

His form is a fur cry from last year, which 
he ended ranked 1 22nd in the world. 

"It’S two different players out there." 
Agassi said of his 1997 and 1998 selves, "in 
every single department I’m a different 
player than I was last year." 

Agassi was ranked 32nd in the world and 
sliding at this tournament last year when 
Gimclstob stunned him in the first round. 

This year Gimdstob's marquee triumph 
came against Australian top seed Pal Rafter 
in the quarter-finals on Friday. 

But a slow stan thwarted the 21 -year- 
old s bid to reach the first ATP Tour final of 
his career. 

“I didn't come out firing.” Gimelstob 
said. “Agassi is not the kind of guy you can 
just roll into the match. 

A lot of guys you could spin your serve 
in und play the point. With Agassi, you real- 
■y 10 P u ( hard serves close to the Hoc.'* 

Gimclstob scattered six aces and five dou- 
ble faults through the one-hour, 14 -minule 
march. In the second set he got better con- 
trol of his serve and cut down his unforced 
errors, although he still Could do little to 
pressure Agassi's serve. 

Even so. Agassi said the second set could 
easily have gone either way, especially after 
he failed to make good on either of his two 
break chnnccs in the opening game. 

uelt pressure from him the entire second 
xtm m Agassi said. “With a guy like him, 
you're never confident unless you have b 
break. \ou feel like a few big swings from 
the big fellow and you're in a world of trou- 
ble.” 
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Tour de France leader Marco Pantani of Italy (C) is flanked by green jersey w inne r 
for best sprinter Erik Zabel of Germany (L) and polka-dot jersey for best climber 
Christophe Rinero of France daring the 147.5-km 21st and final stage of the Toar de 
France cycling race on the famous Parisian a venae Champs-Elysees August 2. 
Pantani, barring disaster in the final leg, will become the first I talian to win cycling’s 
most prestigious race in 33 years and the first Italian since Fausto Coppi in 1952 to 
win the Giro and the Tour in the same year (Renters photo) 


Tour de France 

Telekom keeping faith with 
Ullrich and Co. 


LE CREUSOT, France 
(AFP) — German cycling 
sponsors Deutsche Telekom 
said Saturday they would 
keep faith with the sport 
despite the drug allegations 
which have cast a pall of 
gloom over this year’s Tour 
de France. 

“The doping scandals are 
a dreadful business but 
Telekom will not pull out 
just because of a few black 
sheep. On the contrary we 
will try to do something 
about it,” said spokesman 
Jurgen Kindervater. 

Telekom’s insistance dial 
it will honour its contract 
which lasts through to 2001 , 
is good news for last year's 
Tour winner Jan UUrich, 
who lies second in this 
year's race behind Italian 
Marco Pantani going into 
Sunday’s final stage from 
Melun to Paris. 

“From the beginning of 
our partnership we have 
given clean and fair play in 
sport preference over suc- 
cess," said Kindervater. 

“Now we want to try to 
come up with suggestions 
on working out even 
stronger (doping) controls. 
And we hope we can get 
other sponsors on board and 
not just rely on the 
International Cycling Union 
(UCI),’’ he added. 

Top team officials will 
meet on Thursday in Bonn 
with medical experts from 
the Freiburg University 


clinic in Bonn to di s cu ss die 
doping issue. 

Kindervater, who noted 
that German interest in 
cycling was as great as ever, 
said he was confident that 
the drugs boil would have 
been lanced in time for next 
year’s Tour. 

Ullrich earlier won the 
20th and penultimate stage, 
a 52km time trial. 

It was his third stage win 
this year. 

His D anis h teammate 
Bjarae Riis, the Tour winner 
in 1996 and the riders' 
spokesman, meanwhile 
called on the UCI to take a 
hard line on doping and pro- 
vide guidance to the riders. 

“They must take a clear 
line and save cycling,” said • 
34-year-old Riis. 

“We have accepted blood 
tests but now we must go 
further. The UCI must show 
us the way. We riders are 
ready to back them and help 
them.” 

He added that Telekom 
riders largely supported die 
investigations into the dop- 
ing allegations which have 
hit the sport, even if some 
riders were unhappy with 
the treatment of riders from 
Dutch team TVM, who 
were held into the early 
hours and interrogated by 
police. 

“What the courts are 
doing is necessary for the 
development of cycling if it 
is to be cleaned up,” Riis 


said. 

Casino rider Rodolfo 
Massi of Italy, charged with 
“inciting and facilitating the 
use and employment of 
doping products" as well as 
“importing, distributing and 
trankerring poisonous sub- 
stances", meanwhile 
returned to Italy on 
Saturday. 

Massi, the former King of 
the Mountains leader, has 
denied taking drugs but was 
interviewed by police after 
cortizooe steroids and other 
products were found in his 
hotel room at Chambery on 
Wednesday night 

The Italian, who has been 
released under strict condi- 
tions, repeated his inno- 
cence and told reporters: “I 
am at ease with myself 
because these accusations 
are absolutely groundless. 
But I am worried about my 
future," he admitted. 

He said the substances in 
his room were common 
painkillers whose use was 
perfectly legal in Italy. 
“And I would only even 
have taken them after con- 
sultation with my mam doc- 
tor,” Massi insisted. 

Massi has been freed on 
50,000 francs (around 
$8,000) bail but may not 
race and must not associate 
riders. He must also make 
himself available to judges 
investigating his case. 


JOC official hopes most federations 
will participate in Asian Games 

JD70,000 disbursed to 9 of 19 sports competing in Pan-Arab Games 


By Ateen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) has expressed 
hope that this year’s Asian Games 
in Bangkok will be a serious chance 
to prepare the Kingdom’s teams for 
the July-August 1999 Pan-Arab 
Games in Amman. 

JOC Vice-President Mouaffaq Ai 
Fawwaz said only 12 federations 
had submitted their applications to 
compete at the Bangkok Games 
which he described as a “golden 
opportunity” 

'The Asian Games are an invalu- 
able opportunity to prepare and 
assess our teams. But it seems only 
federations serious about both 
events have applied to take pan. I 
hope the rest will follow suit.” 

Another good chance to prepare 
promising athletes is through train- 
ing courses offered by the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) to six outstanding athletes for 
a period of 6 months before the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. 

“Since Jordan is one of the coun- 
tries that does not qualify to the 
Olympics through international 
events, we get wild cards qualifiers 
in individual sports. The IOC there- 
fore offers these training courses to 
excelling athletes to raise their com- 
petitive level.” 

He added that another three train- 
ing courses are available to promis- 
ing athletes. “We hope federations 
will make use of these chances in 
time. These are excellent opportuni- 
ties if they are made use of,” be 
said. 


Fawwaz said 19 federations had 
submitted their plans to the JOC to 
get ftinding for their Pan-Arab 
Games preparations. 

“We have 26 sports federations 
and 19 have presented their plans 
for the Pan- Arab Games. However, 
we have so for set 12 primary games 
while the other 7 are still undecided. 

“For this reason we have asked 
the rest of the federations to contact 
their counterparts in Arab countries 
and if over 5 countries express will- 
ingness to compete in a certain 
event then we can add more games 
to the original list. 

He said there are 10 compulsory 
games and optional ones which the 
host country could add. 

The 10 compulsory games for 
men are: basketball, athletics, gym- 
nastics, volleyball, handball swim- 
ming, soccer, wrestling, weightlift- 
ing and cycling, optional ones 
include squash, taekwondo and 
karate. 

The 8 compulsory games for 
women are: basketball, athletics, 
gymnastics, volleyball, handball, 
swimming, taekwondo and karate. 

Fawwaz said JD11 milli on was 
earmarked for the Games with JIM 
million allocated for spending this 
year. The government has approved 
the loan to the JOC by a soft loan 
drawn from the Social Security 
Corporation. 

However, the JOC official again 
warned that the pace of work was 
too slow. 

“All teams should have started 
training. What’s more there are 
facilities to be built We need seri- 
ous, dedicated effort to make the 


event a success.” 

He said the JOC has asked federa- 
tions to prepare their 1998-99 train- 
ing plans with the needed funds but 
added that some of the them had 
exaggerated figures which were 
illogical. 

With the disbursement mechanism 
now finalised, over JD70,000 has 
been given out to nine federations: 
Cycling (JD2,000X wrestling 
(JD6.000), gymnastics (JD 15,000), 
soccer (16,000), handball 
(JD7.000), volleyball (JD6.000), 
weightlifting (JD10,000), table ten- 
nis (JD1442) and squash (JD6.000). 

Fawwaz explained that the JOC 
has undertaken to pay the salaries of 
qualified coaches and asked federa- 
tions to increase training and assess 
preparedness through training' 
camps abroad. 

Since the Arab Sports Federation 
(ASF) advanced the date of the 
upcoming games to 1999 instead of 
2001, die Council of Arab Sports 
Ministers increased aid to die 
Kingdom to enable it to prepare 
infrastructure and update sports 
facilities ahead of the largest gather- 
ing of Arab youth. 

Aid from the Arab League bad 
been raised to $200,000 while the 
Council of Arab Ministers will grant 
$1,000,000 instead of $700,000. 

Additional sponsorship for 
Jordan’s bid mil be garnered 
through slashing the 50 per cent 
ASF margin of profit on promotion 
and television coverage in addition 
to selling television broadcasting 
rights to private companies, which 
would secure milli ons needed to 
cover costs. 


The JOC official said infrastruc- 
ture plans included die building of a 
multi purpose indoor stadium at A! 
Hussein Youth City with a capacity 
for 7,000 spectators; an Olympic- 
size swimming pool; a track and 
field stadium and electronic timing 
machines. 

He pointed out that the rest of die 
facilities would be utilised at private 
universities and educational institu- 
tions that have already expressed 
their willingness to host some of the 
events. 

Lebanon*, which hosted Che 8th 
Pan-Arab Games last summer, 
received $28 million from Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait to help in con- 
struction of sport facilities 
destroyed during the civil war. 

The 1997 Beirut Games witnessed 
the best Jordanian showing since 
the Pan-Arab Games were 
launched. Competing in 14 of the 
20 events, Jordan finished 5th over- 
all among 19 competing countries, 
raking a total of 40 medals, includ- 
ing 10 gold, 8 silver and 22 bronze 
medals. 

Jordan’s athletes gained more 
gold medals in Beirut than in all the 
past 7 Pan-jArab Games together 
where they took a total of 49 
medals, including 7 gold, 16 silver, 
26 bronze. 

The Amman Games will be fol- 
lowed by a Special Arab Games for 
the Handicapped. 

The Pan-Arab Games have only 
been held eight times: Alexandria in 
1 953. Beirut 1 957, Casablanca 
1961, Cairo 1965, Damascus 1976, 
Morocco 198S. Damascus 1992 and 
Beirut 1997. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Ajax beat Monchengladbach in friendly 

BOCHOLT (AFP) — Dutch champions Ajax beat German first division 
side Borussia Monchengladbach 3-1 in a pre-season friendly match here on 
Saturday. Ajax got goals from Georgian Geoigi Kinkladze, Dane Ole 
Tobiasen and Finn J an Utmanen — all within the first 25 minutes — while 
Monchengladbach’ second-half strike came from Austrian international 
Toni Polster, a close-season signing from relegated Cologne. 

Benfica down Newcastle on penalties 

MIDDLESBROUGH (AFP) — Portuguese giants Benfica will face Italian 
side Empoli in Sunday's final of the four-team friendly tournament at 
Riverside Stadium. Gary Speed and substitute Ralph Keidel missed spot- 
kicks as Newcastle lost 4-3 in a penalty shoot-out to Benfica after the sides 
drew 0-0 on Saturday afternoon. Newcastle now face a third-place play-off 


on Sunday against fellow English Premiership side Middlesbrough. 
Empoli beat the home side 1-0 thanks to Fabio Artico's 8 1st- minute strike. 

Shearer vows. to-jStay at Newcastle 

LONDON (AFP) — England international- ■ striker- Alan Shearer has 
pledged his future to Newcastle United, dismissing reports that he could 
quit the Magpies if they have a poor season in the English Premiership. T 
signed a five-year contract when I joined Newcastle and Til be very sur- 
prised if I don’t see it through,” Shearer told News of the World. “I’m as 
committed to the club as I have ever been. I’ve only been back in training 
a few days but I’m excited and eager about the start of the new season. “I 
came here to win the game’s honours and I don't see why those ambitions 
cannot be satisfied at Newcastle. My thoughts are shared by everyone at St 
James* Park, especially Kenny Dalglish. He is one of the most ambitious 
people I know." 
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Recordman Malcolm takes sprint double at World Junior Athletics Championships 


ANNECY, France (AFP) 
— Briton Christian 
Malcolm claimed his sec- 
ond world junior title here 
on Saturday as he took out 
the 200 metres in a champi- 
onship record time of 20.44 
seconds, the second fastest 
time by a European male, 
senior or junior, this year. 

There was joy at last, too, 
for host nation France as 
outstanding 200 metres 
prospect Muriel Hurtis won 
the women’s title by beat- 
ing America's 100 metres 
ricleholder Shakedia Jones. 

The 19-year-old 

Malcolm, who won the 
100m in a world champi- 
onship record of 10.12sec 
earlier in the week, 
thrashed the field easing 
home metres ahead of 
Dutch Antillian Jairo 
DuzanL who ran a national 
record of 20.92 on his 1 9th 
birthday, and Russell Frye 
of the United States who 
continued the American 
men’s team run without a 
gold medal by taking 
bronze. 

“The 200 is difficult 
because its too long! It 
gives you the chance to 
think about other things so l 
just told myself coming off 
the bend to keep my form,” 
said Malcolm, the Welsh- 
bom son of Jamaican par- 
ents. 

Malcolm, who chose ath- 
letics ahead of playing foot- 
ball for Nottingham Forest 
at the age of 15 because he 
thought it was a friendlier 



sport, added that he had 
been flttered by the praise 
heaped on him by former 
Olympic gold medallists 
Carl Lewis and Alan Wells. 

“I’m really shocked that 
they were so impressed, but 
I’m also extremely flat- 
tered,” he said. 

Hurtis, also 19, had a 
tough battle with Jones and 
coming off the bend it 
looked touch and go but the 
elegant Frenchwoman, 
spurred on by the crowd, 
dug deep into her reserves 
and bested the American, 
with British girl Sarah 
Wilhelmy a fine third. 

“I though after the semi- 
final when I also beat Jones 
that the final would be eas- 
ier but she’s tough and it 
was really my unwilling- 
ness to surrender that got 
me the gold," said Hurtis, 
who emulated compatriot 
Sylviane Felix’s gold in 
Sydney in 1996. 

"The time wasn’t that 
good, but it was the title I 
wanted and I got it,” she 
added. 

Jones, who trains with 
France's double Olympic 
champion Marie-Jose 
Perec, vowed revenge in 
Sunday’s 4x100 relay. 

T was tired after eight 
races since Tuesday but 
Hurtis is a tough competitor 
and will be a force in the 
sennior ranks, she's got 
guts,” Jones said. 

The Kenyans made it 
three out of three 1-2’s in 
the men’s distance events j 


as Ruben Kosgei and 
Abraham Cherooo domi- 
nated the 3,000 metres 
steeplechase. 

Kosgei, who is only 16, 
sped away from Cherono at 
the bell, die two having left 
the remainder trailing with 
two laps to go, and despite 
losing time as he wandered 
from lane to lane finished 
in 8:23.76, breaking the 
championship record by 
almost eight seconds. 

Cherono eased off the 
pedal on the final lap but 
had more than enough in 
hand on bronze medallist El 
Mostapha Mellouk of 


Morocco. 

“As usual, we ran a tacti- 
cal race and it worked out 
how we wanted it to. It 
doesn't matter which of us 
wins because we are a 
team," said Cherono. 

There was an equally 
impressive performance in 
the women's discus as 
China’s Fengying Liu 
threw 60.66 metres, beating 
silver medallist Milna 
Robert Michon of France 
by over five metres. It was 
the largest victory margin 
ever recorded at these 
championships . 

‘Tm disappointed as I 


wanted to go over 62 
metres, but we bad such a 
long journey and were held 
by customs for so long that 
it affected me,” Liu said, 
echoing the words of 
China’s 400 metres winner 
Yulian Li. 

Michon. who had quali- 
fied in first place for the 
final, was satisfied with her 
second place. 

“It’s my first major cham- 
pionships so obviously Pm 
delighted with winning a 
medal. Now I will go to 
Budapest for the European 
senior championships and 
gain more experience 


there, she said. 

In other finals Sabine 
Zi m me r of Germany won 
the 5,000 metres walk, 
Russian Marina Kuptsova 
gave her country their third 
gold medal in two days as 
she captured the higjb jump, 
while Slovakian Mikulas 
Konupka took the men’s 
shot put title ahead of South 
African junior world record 
holder Janus Roberts. 

Ionut Punga of Romania 
won the men’s triple jump 
with a world best for the 
year of 16.94 metres, 
China’s women captured 


yet another gold as Pekka 
Shengfei Shen triumphed in Finland 
the heptathlon and Olli hammer. 


rviUjtuaioea or 
won the men’s 


TO LET 

FULLY FURNISHED TWO FLATS 
Both first floor One small wah two bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, 
veranda. One large with three bedrooms, two verandas, kitchen, 
bathroom W.C. Each One has own telephone, central heating and 
car park. Location: Shmefeanf — Tyche Hotel area 
Tel.: 5601795 




I. Large first floor of only 2 floor family building, fully 
furnished, nicely decorated, carefully equipped Including a 
satellite receiver. 

II. Nice studk), fully furnished, Independent On a large 1st 
floor roof. 

If Interested, please call: 5932509 






THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
ADMISSION TESTING FOR NEW STUDENTS 

Admission testing for new students in grades 1 thru 12 
at the American Community School for the 1998/99 
school year will be on Thursday, August 6, 1998 at 
8:30 am. If you wish your child to be tested, please 
contact the school at 581-3944/6 before that date. 


F: 

-JL 



THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Announce* Pra-B c g h ara t ton for 
Pro-Kindergarten (4 years old) Kindergarten (5 years old) 

- Low tuition fees 

- Full day classes, 8.-00 am.-1:30 p.m. 

- Large, new faculties 
-American Curriculum: 

• Whole language prog r a m me 

• Inte gr a t ed curriculum 

• Special classes In computers, P.E^ and Music 
Reserve a place InACS’s first grade programme for the following 
year. 

For more Information, call 581-3944 or 581-3946 
between WW cun.-3:00 p.m. 




Merlin 


The Gourmet Restaurant 


Enjoy Our Cozy 
And Intimate Garden 

Ocen For L j rich sod Drr.er 
A re Every F/rst f r -6sy c f TH- 
lAcmh Ojr Tradvorai 

Swiss Brunch 

Nsxt August 7 - -998 
From QO A M 



For res erva lions 
Call: 553 04 30 ext. 666 
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Fahd, in wheelchair, 


hospitalised for tests 


RIYADH (AFP) — King 
Fahd appeared weak, tired and 
in a wheelchair in a Saudi tele- 
vision broadcast of his admis- 
sion to hospital for medical 
tests on Sunday. 

The king, who is in his mid- 
70s and has been in ailing 
health for the past three years, 
feebly extended his hand to a 
string of well-wishers. 

Among them was his half- 
brother. Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz, 
who has on previous occa- 
sions taken control of stale 
affairs when the king is hospi- 
talised 

Saudi tele\ision began 
broadcasting Koranic verses 


as the news was announced of 
the hospitalisation. But it later 
resumed normal programmes. 

‘The custodian of the two 
holy mosques. King Fahd Ben 
Abdul Aziz, arrival today in 
Riyadh from Jeddah [west of 
the kingdom] to undergo souk: 
medical tests at the King 
Faisal specialist hospital,” the 
official SPA news agency said, 

“May Allah keep the custo- 
dian of the two holy mosques 
in good health," it added, with- 
out giving details of the tests. 

It was the latest alarm over 
the health of the monarch. He 
was hospitalised in Match suf- 
fering from an inflamed gall 
bladder and in November 


1995 after suffering a stroke. 

King Fahd, believed to have 
been bom in 1921. has reigned 
for 16 years over a country 
which is the world's largest 
petroleum producer and 
exporter, and holds a quarter of 
its oil reserves. 

King Fahd. which means 
‘leopard” in Arabic, is the 
eighth son of Abdul Aziz Ben 
Saud. who founded Saudi 
Arabia in 1932. 

King Abdul Aziz bad 45 
known sons. 25 of whom are 
still alive. 

King Fabd rose rapidly up 
the ranks, becoming education 
minister in 1955 before taking 
over as interior minister. 


Arab League chief leaves for Libya 


ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — 
Arab League chief Esmat 
Abdul Meguid Sunday flew 
to Tunisia on his way to 
Libya after being denied 
permission to fly directly to 
sanction-hit Tripoli. Arab 
League officials said. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid and a 
high-powered delegation 
took the plane from the 
Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria for Djerba. 
Tunisia, and from there will 
travel by car to Tripoli, the 
sources said. 

On Saturday the secretary 
general blasted the United 
States and Britain for block- 
ing his request to the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee to 
allow him to fly to Tripoli 
despite the air embargo on 
Libya. 


“The rejection by Britain 
and the United States within 
the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee shows beyond a 
doubt that these two coun- 
tries are going for indeed in 
their interpretation of the 
sanctions" imposed on 
Libya since 1992, he said. 

“The rejection contradicts 
the international resolutions 
upon which the Arab League 
and other regional organisa- 
tions have based their efforts 
to find a fair and equitable 
solution to the Lockerbie 
crisis,” Mr. Abdul Meguid 
said. 

The United States and 
Britain, both members of the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee, 
vetoed Thursday Mr. Abdul 
Meguid’s request to fly to 
Libya because the visit does 


not have a humanitarian pur- 
pose. a British diplomat 
said. 

Libya has been faced with 
sanctions over its refusal to 
hand over for trial in 
Scotland or the United 
States two men suspected of 
the 1988 bombing of a U.S. 
airliner over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, which left 270 
dead. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid will 
meet Libyan President 
Muammar Qadhafi to dis- 
cuss an apparent shift in the 
positions of London and 
Washington, who now 
appear willing to allow the 
trial in a neutral country pro- 
vided it be held under 
Scottish law. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid has 
welcomed the new stand. 


Yemeni president moots arbitration 
over border dispute with S. Arabia 


SANAA (AFP) — 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh said he could seek 
arbitration to resolve 

Yemen's long-running bor- 
der dispute with Saudi 
Arabia, the official SABA 
news agency reported. 

"If we cannot reach an 
agreement, we could resort 
to the arbitration set out in 
the Taif accord and the let- 
ter of intent signed by the 
two countries." Mr. Saleh 
said, quoted by SABA late 
Saturday. 

He did not specify which 
group could arbitrate the 
dispute, which escalated 


into armed clashes over the 
Red Sea island of AI 
Duwaima two weeks ago 
that left three Yemeni coast 
guards dead. ^ 

The meetings between 
foreign ministers last 
month were “a good start” 
in finding a solution to the 
conflict, said Mr. Saleh. 
Both sides announced after 
the visits that they would 
avoid resorting to violence. 

Riyadh, which is against 
arbitration, claims three 
quarters of the six-square- 
kilometre island of AI 
Duwaima. while Sanaa 
claims all of it. 


The island, which is 200 
metres off the Arabian 
peninsula’s coast, is cur- 
rently held by both coun- 
tries. 

Following a series of 
dashes. Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia in 1995 renewed a 
1934 territorial accord 
signed in the Saudi city of 
Taif and agreed to begin 
work on demarcating their 
borders. 

Under the Taif accord. 
Yemen ceded to its power- 
ful northern neighbour the 
provinces of Assir. Najran 
and Jizan. 


Assad: No concessions to Israel 


DAMASCUS (R> — 

President Hafez AI Assad 
said on Saturday that 
Syria wanted to make 
peace with Israel but 
would not give the 
Jewish state any conces- 
sions on land or rights. 

"We want peace 
because it is a need for 
countries of the region 
and the world. We want 
peace because it pro- 
vides a good climate for 
development and 

because it achieves pros- 
perity for all." Mr. Assad 
said. 

But the Syrian leader 
said Israeli leaders were 
mistaken if they thought 
anyone could give con- 
cessions on his country's 
land or rights. 

**We have a just cause 
and we are struggling 
and using ali our 
resources and capabili- 
ties for it." Mr. Assad 
told his armed forces in a 
speech to mark the 53rd 
anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the armv. 


“We will continue to 
confront the aggression 
and occupation with 
steadfastness.” the 
Syrian leader added. A 
copy of the speech was 
obtained by Reuters. 

Mr. Assad said the 
Syrian leadership would 
continue to provide the 
armed forces with all the 
resources they needed to 
improve their capability. 

He accused Israeli 
Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu of 
blocking and complicat- 
ing (he Middle East 
peace process, saying 
Israel's policy was 
threatening security in 
the region. 

Mr. ” Assad said that 
while Syria's position on 
the peace process was 
gaining increasing inter- 
national support. Israel 
was continuing to chal- 
lenge even those coun- 
tries who provided it 
with money and 


weapons. 

He declined 


to name 


any country but political 
sources said he was 
referring to reported 
concerns in the United 
States and Europe over 
Netanyahu's position on 
peace talks with the 
Palestinians. 

Syria has held sporadic 
peace talks with Israel 
since 1991 but the nego- 
tiations. which broke off 
in early 1996. failed to 
make any progress 
towards signing a peace 
deal. 

Damascus wants Israel 
to withdraw fully from 
the Golan heights cap- 
tured in the 196" Middle 
East war. 

“We will continue the 
battle for peace with the 
same will and determina- 
tion which has led us. as 
aa army and as a nation, 
in all our battles.” Mr. 
Assad said. 

“The Golan is Syrian 
Arab land. It will contin- 
ue to be so even if our 
enemies do not want 
that.” Mr. Assad said. 


THE GOOD AND THE EVIL AT JERASH’S SOUTHERN THEATRE: Egyptian actor Yahya Fakhrani, representing 
evil, bends over actress Sawsan Bader in the play The Good and the Evil' written by famed Egyptian writer Alfred 
Faraj. The play, based on the old text of 'One Thousand and One Nights' tackles the question of good and evil in 
life. The good personality in the play is acted by Mohammad Mitwali. A music band supporting singing by the 
actors grabbed the audience at Jerash yesterday. Tonight is the troupe's last show (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Butler starts crucial Iraq mission 
as Baghdad slams ‘lies factory’ 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. 
chief arms inspector Richard 
Butler flew into Iraq on 
Sunday, the eighth anniver- 
sary of tiie Kuwait invasion, 
for crucial talks as Baghdad 
attacked U.S. members of his 
Special Commission. 

UN. officials said Mr. 
Butler arrived in Habbaniya, 
80 kilometres to the west of 
Baghdad, having left Bahrain 
on board a plane belonging 
to the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) in 
charge of disarming Iraq. 

Mr. Butler was accompa- 
nied by his top weapons 
experts including former 
U.S. marine Scott Ritter who 
has been at the centre of sev- 
eral crises in Iraq. 

The chairman of 
UNSCOM was to hold talks 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz on Monday and 
Tuesday, after a day of meet- 
ings with UNSCOM staff in 
Baghdad. 

Ahead of the mission, 
which Iraq has said would be 
crucial to determine its next 
step. Mr. Butler visited 
China, a U.N. Security 
Council permanent member 
which supports a lifting of 
sanctions against Baghdad. 

Mr. Butler's trip to 


Baghdad fell on the anniver- 
sary of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990, four 
days after which the crip- 
pling U.N. sanctions were 
slapped on Baghdad. 

The embargo cannot be 
lifted until UNSCOM certi- 
fies the elimination of Iraq's 
biological, chemical and 
nuclear weapons as well as 
missiles with a range of more 
than 150 kilometres. 

On Sunday, the ruling 
Baath Party’s AI Thawra 
daily urged Mr. Butler “to 
adhere to his professional 
and technical duties as sin 
international official and to 
steer dear of any bad politi- 
cal objectives which the 
United States wants him to 
achieve." 

The newspaper also sniped 
at Kuwait, accusing it of 
“torpedoing ail Arab recon- 
dliation efforts” and of 
becoming “an American 
colony and a milking cow for 
the Americans.” 

Another official Iraqi 
newspaper accused 

UNSCOM of becoming a 
“lies factory" manipulated by 
U.S. nationals in the Special 
Commission and said they 
were to blame for the 
February crisis over access to 


presidential sites. 

“This big lie Iof Iraq hiding 
weapons secrets in palaces] 
spread by U.S. officials in 
UNSCOM brought the 
region to the brink of war 
and almost entangled the 
world in tension and instabil- 
ity " il said. 

“This lies factory has found 
fertile ground in the United 
States," which advocates 
keeping the sanctions in 
place, the newspaper said in 
on editorial on Mr. Butler’s 
visiL 

The crisis was resolved by 
a February 23 accord with 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and arms inspectors 
gained access to Iraq’s 
palaces. 

Iraq has stepped up its 
protests over the work of 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
ahead of the mission, accus- 
ing UNSCOM of aiming to 
return to “square one" after 
seven years of work since the 
Gulf war which evicted Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait. 

The Iraqi parliament is to 
discuss the embargo in an 
emergency session on 
Monday. It has in the past 
culled for a deadline for 
UNSCOM to complete irs 
work and for ail end to Iraqi 


cooperation. 

Mr. Butler's deputy, U.S. 
national Charles Duelfer. 
said Wednesday that despite 
an accord reached with Iraq 
in June on a "work schedule" 
aimed at clearing up disar- 
mament issues, "the pro- 
gramme has not led to the 
progress we hoped for." 

No new documents on 
chemical and biological 
weapons programmes have 
been submitted although Mr. 
Butler hailed a “new spirit of 
cooperation" on his last visit 
to Baghdad two months ago. 

Mr. Butler said in China 
that he expects U.S. army 
laboratory findings of lethal 
nerve gas on Iraqi missile 
warhead fragments to be 
confirmed “in a few weeks” 
after follow-up tests in 
Europe. 

Traces of the lethal VX 
nerve gas were detected in 
June in an analysis of sam- 
ples from Iraqi missile war- 
head remnants, despite Iraq's 
insistence it had never 
weapon iscd the gas. 

An increasingly impatient 
Iraq, meanwhile, has warned 
that “all options’* are open to 
force a lifting of the U.N. 
embargo. 


Likud attacks Israeli opposition’s U.S. visit 


TEL AVIV i API — Israel s 
ruling Likud party accused 
opposition leaders Sunday of 
trying in enlist American 
pressure against Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Neuny.ihu over his conduct 
of negotiations with die 
Palestinians. 

A Labour Pony delegation 
headed by party leader thud 
Barak was ’ headed to 
Washington fn- talks with 
U.S. Secretary of Stale 
Madeleine AlbnghL 

National Security Adviser 
Sandy Berger, and members 
of Congress. The delegation 
may also meet U.S. 
President Clinton. 

Uzi Landau, a senior 
Likud lawmaker, said the 
Labour leaders were trying 
to get the .Americans to put 
pressure on Mr. Netanyahu 
to make concessions at a 
critical stage of negotiations 
with the Palestinians. 

"Conducting a campaign 
there against die government 


of Israel is something which 
1 think shield make us all 
(eel humiliated." Mr. Landau 
fold Israel's Army Radio. 

The Israeli ambassador in 
Washington. Zalman Shoval. 
suggested the labour dele- 
gation would urge the U.S. 
administration to make pub- 
lic the details of its proposal 
— submitted several month 1 * 
ago — for bridging the gap 
between the Israelis and 
Palestinians over the size of 
the long- delayed Israeli 
imop withdrawal in the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Shoval. a political 
iippnintcc of the Netanyahu 
government. lold Israel 
Radio dial if a Knesset meni 
ber on an overseas visit 
"calls on the host govern- 
ment to publish something 
which is contrary to the pol- 
icy of his own government 
and country, this is improper 
and ought to be avoided." 
The U.S. initiative is widely 
believed io call un Israel tn 


hand over another 13 per 
cent of the West Bank to the 
Palest iniiuis. The 

Palestinians have accepted 
the proposal, hut Israel has 
so far rejected it. 

'Hie Labour legislators 
denied that they would ask 
the United Slates to publish 
the initiative or to pressure 
the Mr. Netanyahu govern- 
ment for concessions. 

Mr. Ephraim Sneh said he 
and his colleagues had come 
to the U.S. "so that they Itho 
Americans) will know that 
in Israel :ir least half the 
nation has a different 
view,. .on the issue of peace 

from that of the government 

of Kracl." The Labour Party, 
which oversaw the signing 
of die Israel -Palestinian 
peace agreements in 1993 
and IW5. narrowly lost 
Israel's 1996 elections to 
Likud by less than 1 per cent 
nf the vote. The party’s 
chances in the next elections, 
in 2IXK). were shaken last 


week after a party leader. On 
Onr. was quoted in a newspa- 
per interview as making 
racist comments about 
Moroccan Jews. Mr. Orr was 
dropped from the delegation 
to the United Suites after the 
interview, in which he was 
quoted as saying that 
Moroccan Jews have no 
curiosity about what is going 
on around them. Mr. Orr said 
his comments were distort- 
ed. 

Veteran Labour lawmaker 
She vaii Weiss, said Mr. Orr\ 
comments were "a terrible 
blow" to Labour's chances 
in ihc next ejection. 

Tile Moroccans are one of 
Israel s largest immigrant 
groups, second only to Jews 
from ihc former Soviet 
Union. The Moroccans have 
traditionally vtited for Likud, 
but Mr. Weiss said Labour 
needs tn make at least some 
inroads into the Moroccan 
vole to win the election. 


7 archaeologists start salvaging Napoleon’s fleet sunk 200 years ago 


C.-URO (API — Two cen- 
turies after a historic battle 
destroyed Napoleons hopes 
of crashing (be British 
Empire* the French emperor's 
fleet has been discovered 
entombed in the depths of an 
artifact-rich Mediterranean 
bay. 

French marine archaeologist 
Franck Goddio said his team 
Ls salvaging the flagship of 
Napoleon's fleet. L‘ Orient, 
along with two other French 
frigates submerged 25 kilome- 
tres off die coast of Egypt’s 
port city of Alexandria. 

"It Is a magnificent find," 
Mr. Goddio told The 


Associated Press Saturday in a 

telephone interview from 
Paris. “The explosion that 
sank L'Orient left it scattered 
oil over the bottom of Abu Qir 
Bay." The 120-cannon, rough- 
ly 2,000-ton ship was lost on 
Aug. 1, 1798. in a battle with 
the British fleet of Admiral 
Horatio Nelson. Cannon shot 
set the ship ablaze and an 
ensuing explosion in a gun- 
powder magazine sank the 
ship. Mr. Goddio said. All 
1.000 sailors and officers 
aboard died. 

‘*7116 explosion was heard 
all the way in Alexandria." 
Mr. Goddio said. 


The first trace of L' Orient 
came in 1983 with the discov- 
ery of the bronze name plate 
of a ship called “Royal 
Dauphin." But Mr. Goddio 
said it was only later that 
Royal Dauphin was found to 
be the pre-French Revolution 
name erf L'Orient. 

‘The dwcoveiy. unfortu- 
nately. was forgotten for 
years." he said. 

Mr. Goddio s team began 
surveying the eastern harbor 
of Alexandria in 1996. It* first, 
and most dazzling, find was 
the 2.000-year-oki rams of 
Cleopatra's palace and 
home and tempter of 


the 

her 


Roman Iroer, Marc Antony, 
which bad sunk imo the har- 
bour after an earthquake. 

But for Mr. Goddio. the dis- 
covery of Napoleon's fleet 1 2 
metres below the surface at 
Abu Qir ca-a of Alexandria 
yielded a new scn.se of excite- 
ment 

*Thiw is where the fate of 
Europe was decided'* said Mr, 
Goddio. referring to the battle 
in which Nelson destroyed a 
French fleet bent on crushing 
the British Empire by striking 
at Egypt and, ultimately. India. 

Among remains of ihc ship 
found are “pans of the hull 
and on U -metre -lone rudder 


w hich weighed about one t<*n 
and the vhip'.s riggings*'" Mr. 
Guddto inki the AP. 

Also found was pan of the 
ship's mask another section of 
which had been ordered sal- 
vaged by Nelson and was used 
in making the admiral’s coffin 
after his dc.iih in ihr 1805 
Battle of Trafalgar. Mr. 
Goddio said. 

‘TiHiching that wood is like 
bring an eyewitness to histo- 
ry." said an elated Goddio. 

The team, which included 
arehacok*gtsts from Egypt's 
Supreme Ci nimnl for 
Antiquities, also found the 
crew's skeletons and many 


coins "which, interestingly, 
bear the effigy of | kings] 
Louis XIV, Louis XV and 
Louis XVI. as well as coins 
from the [French | revolution,” 
Mr. Goddio said. 

Also excavated were “very 
well preserved" buttons bear- 
ing the regiment insignia can- 
raws. bottles and sabres. all of 
which were buried under one 
to two meins of sediment, he 
said. 

The second ship to be sal- 
vaged. La Scriuw, was a 42- 
cannon. frigate weighing 
roughly fW) tons and measur- 
ing 40-15 metres. 

“La Senusc was sunk bv 


cannon fire. and went down 
straight unlike L'Orient. 
whose rem:u'n.s were scattered 
over more than 500 metres " 
he said. 


The tltird ship. La Ancmise. 
was burned and "there is verv 
little left of it." Mr. Goddio 
said work on the sunken ship* 
K expected in gn „ n "fur a 
number of years." After that, 
he said, ihwe is still much to 

£"3" ® *e bay from 
Egypt s history. 

are thousands of 
yen* of hcriuiire ihai have 

hecnsw-idlovvedupbythewa 

near Alexandria." Mr. Gvxidio 
said. 
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Princess 
Diana’s ‘myth’ 



*€**** 


LONDON (AFP} — The 
BBC plans to broadcast a 
documentary on the 
anniversary of Princess 
Diana’s funeral attacking 
the “myth" of bow the 
event sparked off nation- 
wide mourning in Britain. 
The film, to be broadcast 
on BBC2 on SepL 6, shows 
the indifference of the pub- 
lic. their cynicism and even 
the aggressiveness of the 
crowd on the day of 
mourning for tbe woman 
the press dubbed “the 
People's Princess.” 


Giant footprints 
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LA PAZ (R) — Tbe 
world’s largest group of 
dinosaur footprints has i 
been discovered at a site*;.^ ^ er ; 
near the Bolivian town of j wrr'ed 

Sucre, a Swiss palaeontolo- )•#>• ^ If3 J f ,‘ r j 
gist was quoted by local I .i w? j ‘.j,p 

media as saying. Footprints JJ 7 ' 

up to one metre long were rf- J ’ ” 

found in the area. The 
prints belonged to several 
dinosaur species. “There is 
no comparable site in the 
world,” said Swiss 
palaeontologist Christian 
Meyer. 
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International 
Gay Games in 
Amsterdam 
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AMSTERDAM (R) — A 
colourful and often risque ^ ^ ihc U N 

parade of boats through -jj (.mm! nor. was 
canals lined with hundreds 
of thousands of spectators 
welcomed the International 
Gay Games to Amsterdam. 

A huge inflatable man 
doing push-ups on one boat 
had to be deflated to pass 
under bridges while the 
“Chicks without Dicks" 
entry was also loudly 
applauded. Employees o 
Dutch airline KLM waved 
from behind blue and white 
balloons on their “GayLftf 
boat and transvestites in 
traditional Dutch clothing 
prompted giggles. 
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Brinkley can 
still stop traffic 

SAG HARBOR (AP) - » btutem 

Christie Brinkley can still 10 ^ptun hi-, reb- 
stop traffic — even if it's 
the presidential motorcade- Mop- 

The supermodel walked 
outside her home Saturday 
to join others waving at 
President Bill Clinton 
while he passed through 
the area. "The president 
was waving ul everybody, 
and then he saw Christie- 
You could see him mouth 
to his driver, ‘Stop. * f s 
Christie.’ ” said Brinkley’' 
husband architect 
Cook. 
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Seinfeld gives 
tickets away 
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tickets away again. Like he «. a -, l0 


did in Nebraska, 
assured himself of frlj 
houses at four weekend 
shows in Iow^i by makiof 
tickets free. The 
Moines shows wrapped up 
Seinfeld’s intematioi»* 
comedy lour before 
highly touted Broadwa) 
show starling Aug. 9. Tte 
comedian who ended his 
popular sitcom this y«J 
praised Iowa audiences ft* 
being on the spot for d* 
sudtkn freebie. 
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LAS VEGAS (API 
Debbie Reynolds is vrilu$ 
to work with buyers ^ 
maintain the HolIy«®^ 
entertainment theme of 

bankrupt hotel -casino ^ a the 

goes up for ' aucW® ^ I r jh Ui e 

Wednesday. Ultimately. 1 ^ ' to 
property's fate nU V'C,!'? of t?- 




property s iaie wiu *•* • * i.,u' ur 

the hands its new of K? 6 . has 

meaning the Las ^ ^lovvi^^^ers 
resort could dose, cb&f * *he Parting 

theme entirely or i n J* h sfrjj 

on as the Debbie Rc>W^ ?,y Ha]S e C abi- 

^,^unS n era\ 


Hotel and Casino. 
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